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Before You Report:

Prior to course start: Read chapters 1-3 of FM 6-22 Army Leadership.  These chapters, including FM 6-22 as a whole, serve as foundational information for this course and the rest of your career.  Throughout the course you will be required to read additional chapters and your knowledge will be tested on the subject matter.  Read it, know it, and be prepared to apply it.

Prerequisites: There are technical modules within this course and not all officers selected to serve as a Signal Officer have a technical background.  Thus, in order to provide some baseline knowledge before starting this course, students are required to complete the following courses via SkillPort (http://usarmy.skillport.com) :

1) Identifying, Adding, and Removing PC Systems
37743_eng

2) Basic Networking Concepts 



237349_eng
3) Network Types




125067
Officers who complete additional courses outside what is required before or during the course will receive credit for their efforts on the DA Form 1059 (Academic Evaluation Report).
* On the first day of class students WILL be tested on the following basic operational terms and graphics:
1) Block

2) Clear

3) Contain

4) Destroy

5) Disrupt

6) Fix

7) Follow and Assume

8) Follow and Support

9) Interdict

10) Isolate

11) Occupy

12) Secure

*Ensure that you know both the term AND its associated graphic that can be found in FM 3-90 Operational Terms and Graphics.  It is also attached as an annex to this welcome packet.
Doctrine: Listed below are additional publications that you will be required to read and reference throughout the course.  Again, you will likely be required to show knowledge and mastery of the subject matter, but not in a “multiple choice format.”  Be prepared to write and memorize key topics.
-The Battle Staff Smartbook. Third revised edition.

*Purchase this book prior to arriving and become familiar with the Military Decision Making Process.  
-FM 3.0 Operations

-FM 3-21.5 Drill and Ceremonies

*You will likely lead a company or platoon-size formation at some point, either during PT or in ACUs at SBOLC.

FM 3-90 Operational Terms and Graphics

-FM 5.0 The Operations Process

-FM 6.0 Mission Command: Command and Control of Army Forces

-FM 6-02.43 Signal Soldiers Guide

-AR 25-50 Preparing and Managing Correspondence


*You will be required to write a series of memorandums

-TC 3-22.20 Army Physical Readiness Training

-DA PAM 600-60 Protocol and Etiquette
Website References: These are websites that you will reference during the course (as well as the rest of your career):
-Army Publications: 




https:// armypubs.us.army.mil

-Army Training Network (ATN): 


https:// atn.army.mil

-Battle Command Knowledge System (BCKS):
https:// forums.bcks.army.mil
-Blackboard Website:




https:// train.gordon.army.mil
-S6 Community of Purpose Website:


https:// s6.army.mil

-FMSweb: 





https://fmsweb.army.mil

-LOGSA: 





https://www.logsa.army.mil
Reporting Information:
REPORTING:
If you are assigned to Fort Gordon, DO NOT report to your unit until after completing SBOLC.

Your orders will indicate when to report. If early reporting is not authorized, do not report early. National Guard/Reserve Officers are not entitled to pay or benefits if not authorized to report early. Upon arrival at Fort Gordon, report to B Company, 442d Signal Battalion, Greely Hall, Building #29809, Room #135, during duty hours (Phone number 706-791-2410). After duty hours, report to the staff duty at the 442nd Signal Battalion HQ, building #21605 on Barnes Ave (near Education Center).  The phone number for staff duty is 706- 791-2516. After reporting, you will next proceed to Fort Gordon lodging at Griffith Hall, Building # 250 (near gate 1, the main entrance) for Lodging Assignments. NOTE: You may be assigned off-post lodging (Hotel) upon arrival if on-post lodging is not available.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO CALL AHEAD.  You will already have reservations.
If authorized on your orders, reporting a few days early to the course is beneficial because there is very little time to inprocess during this course.  Whether you can report early or not, be sure to have at least the following documents available for inprocessing purposes:
1. DD Form 4
2. DD Form 214 or 220 (prior service officers)
3. NGB Form 594-1 (National Guard officers)
4. SMP Contract 4824-R (if applicable)

5. Letter of Appointment

6. DA Form 71 (Oath of Office)*
7.DA Form 597 ROTC Contract (if applicable)

8. Orders

*Note: ROTC commissionees must ensure that their DA Form 71 (Oath of Office) reflects REGULAR ARMY if selected for active duty.  If this is not correctly denoted, it will result in a delay of receiving pay. 
Arriving early will also allow you more time to acquaint yourself with Fort Gordon and the surrounding communities as well as to take care of any personal necessities, i.e. uniforms, unpacking, etc. The chain of command strongly encourages you to report no later than 0830 hours on your reporting day. Day 0 will be utilized for in-processing, so come early. This will facilitate your in-processing and allow you maximum time to prepare for Day One of your course. Report in ACUs. Be prepared to take an APFT and meet the height/weight standard on Day One of your course. If you will be late reporting, (plane delayed, automobile malfunction, etc.) notify the Company Training Room at 706-791-3757 immediately (NOTE: the Staff Duty Officer is available after duty hours, phone: 706-791-8220.)
NOTE: In-Processing begins the first day. See Additional Tips for required paperwork.
HOUSING:
Signal Basic Officer Leader Course (SBOLC) is an unaccompanied TDY duty tour. Married Soldiers do not receive additional funds on TDY status. If your spouse accompanies you to SBOLC, your Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) terminates on day 31. 

Married officers permanently assigned to Fort Gordon after SBOLC are authorized on-post family quarters. Should you choose to live off post, you must first contact the Housing Service Office (HSO) 706-791-9656/5116. The HSO will assist you in locating adequate civilian housing.

(NOTE) Students are NOT to enter into any lease agreements without prior approval from the Bravo Company Commander. Statements of non-availability will not be issued if quarters are available, regardless of family status. 

SHIPMENT AND STORAGE OF HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND PERSONAL EFFECTS:
Shipment of household goods and unaccompanied baggage is normally authorized from the Soldier's home of record or location upon entering active duty. Active duty lieutenants are authorized shipment of 600 pounds to Fort Gordon when attending SBOLC while in a TDY status. If assigned overseas after SBOLC, the 600 pound TDY allowance may be shipped to your overseas assignment as unaccompanied baggage. An unaccompanied baggage shipment may consist of clothes, electronic equipment, dishes, pot, pans, small appliances, professional documents, books, etc.  It cannot contain furniture items. 

UNIFORMS:
Uniform Notes 

1. U.S. Army students will wear the Army Combat Uniform (ACU). 

a. Combat boots.

b. Patches worn on the left sleeve should be that of your unit of assignment. (SBOLC students that know their next unit assignment may wear that unit’s patch.) Students who do not know their unit of assignment will wear the Signal School patch, which is available at the Fort Gordon Military Clothing Sales Store (MCSS).

c. Headgear will be Patrol Cap with sewn-on rank. Berets are still needed for wear with the ASU and will require non-subdued pin on rank.
2. In addition to the ACU, students should report with the following required uniforms: 
a. You will need one set of Dress Blues or Army Service Uniform(ASU), (active duty officers are required to have a set of dress blues or the Army Service Uniform, AR 670-1, Appendix C), at least four Army Combat Uniforms (ACUs) for daily wear, two Army PT uniforms, and a reflective belt (Yellow). The, Dress Blues or Army Service Uniform (ASU) will be worn during formal class functions, the class dining-out, and graduation.

b. Field gear will be issued to you as part of your in- processing. You must report with a proper military haircut (AR 670-1). Any of these clothing items can be purchase at the Military Clothing Sales Store (MCSS), Building #35203(Phone # 706-793-2315) (behind the Huddle House).

3. Proper uniform will be worn during all times of duty, unless otherwise ordered by TAC Officer. 

4. Uniforms for International Officers are as prescribed by the appropriate liaison divisions.
Administrative Notes:

Your first days in the Army will be fast-paced and hectic. Within the first few days of your arrival various commanders, instructors, and organizations will brief you on a variety of topics that pertain to the daily operation of Fort Gordon and your course. The following items are of particular concern to you when preparing for your arrival.
ALCOHOL USE:
1. Do not report to duty intoxicatred nor operate a motor vehicle while intoxicated.  
2. If you choose to drink you should be aware of the severe ramifications of driving under the influence (DUI): 

a. On or off post, your privileges to drive on Fort Gordon will be suspended. 

b. If you are charged with driving under the influence (DUI), you will receive a General Officer Letter of Reprimand from the Commanding General of Fort Gordon (which will go into your Official Record). 

c. Monetary fines of $500.00 to $1,000.00 and possible jail time. 

d. You will receive Alcohol and Drug evaluation/counseling. You will be enrolled in the Army Substance Abuse Program (ASAP).
e. You may be suspended from your course until the DUI/DWI charge is adjudicated.  If convicted, you will face losing your commission and being required to repay all of the money the Army has invested into you becoming an officer.
DRUG USE:
The use/abuse of illegal narcotics will not be tolerated as an officer. While assigned here, urinalysis tests will be conducted weekly. If you test positive you will face similar consequences as noted above with a DUI.
PERSONAL FIREARMS:
 Students are strongly discouraged from bringing firearms to Fort Gordon.  If you do bring your personal weapons they must be registered with the Fort Gordon, Provost Marshal on FG Form 9243-R-E and signed by the Company Commander.  Do not bring a loaded weapon onto the instillation.
POTENTIAL MOTORCYCLE RIDERS:

 Will be appropriately licensed and successfully complete a Motorcycle Safety Foundations course (Turn in a copy of license and course certificate during in-processing). This is a lawful requirement to ride on post. Remember you must wear reflective device when riding a motorcycle on or off post.
OPPORTUNITIES TO EXCEL:
The following awards will be presented during the graduation ceremony. To receive this award, student officers must achieve a minimum academic average of 95% with all first-time “Go’s”.

      a. Distinguished Honor Graduate - the top student officer in the class according to academic standing.

      b. Honor Graduate- The top student officer in the class according to academic standing when no Distinguished Honor Graduate is selected. When a distinguished Honor Graduate is selected, the Honor Graduate will be the number two student officer based on academic standing. To receive this award, the student officers must achieve a minimum academic average of 95% with all first-time “GO’s”.

      c. Iron Man and Iron Woman - presented to the student officer who scores the highest on the APFT.

  d. The Kilbourne Leadership Award- This award is for the one officer who most exemplified the highest standards of military leadership.  This individual is peer-nominated and board-selected.  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
Student officers are encouraged to engage in professional development activities throughout the duration of the class. 

      a. Community Service. Classes will conduct at least six hours of community service activities during their course. These activities build strong relationships between Ft. Gordon and surrounding communities and provide student officers with a greater affinity for service. 
      b. Professional Reading. The professional reading list (www.history.army.mil/html/reference/reading_list/list2.html) outlines books and articles identified by senior Army leaders as beneficial to the professional development of Army officers. Reading one book from the list will be a mandatory component of the course; it is highly encouraged to develop yourself professionally by reading about the experiences of combat leaders throughout history. A memorandum style book report will be required to be writing at some point during the course.
      c. Mentorship Program. During SBOLC, most lieutenants will have the opportunity to meet and spend time with a BN CDR mentor, captains from the Signal Captains Career Course, your TAC and Company Commander and First Sergeant. This is a valuable experience as it enables the lieutenant to ask questions and collect information from leaders with experience. Be ready with questions concerning your role as a new officer so that these mentors can better prepare you to face the operational Army.
COMPULSORY COMPUTER USER TRAINING:
Complete the mandatory Computer User Training at http://ia.gordon.army.mil/iss/default.htm. Bring a copy of your certificate with you to BOLC. (Information Assurance Awareness Training, WNSF - Portable Electronic Devices and Removable Storage Media, WNSF - Phishing Awareness, WNSF - Safe Home Computing, Thumb Drive Awareness, Army G3 Computer Security Training, WNSF - Personally Identifiable Information (PII) Information Assurance.
*NOTE: The previously noted compulsory training is required for e-mail accounts and to perform certain duties as a Signal Officer.  You must complete this training.
Recommended Packing List:

	Quantity
	ACU/Utility Uniform and Equipment / Item Description

	4
	ACU Sets with Patch, American Flag, Name Tape and U.S. Army 

	1
	Belt, Riggers, Desert Sand

	2
	Tan Boots. Must meet guidelines published by the SMA 

	2
	Cap, Patrol, ACU

	1
	Beret, Wool, Black

	2 Sets
	ID Tags and Chains, Long and Short

	6 Pair
	Socks, Boot, Green

	6
	T-Shirt, Moisture Wicking, Tan (Long Sleeves / Short Sleeves)

	6
	Drawers, Brief, Tan/Brown (Male) Optional

	1
	Gloves, Leather Shell pr. Unisex

	2 Pair
	Insert, Gloves, Cold Weather

	2
	Rank, Subdued for Patrol Cap (sew on)

	2
	Rank, Subdued Patch For ACU (Signal Center or follow on unit)

	6
	Underpants, white, black or other neutral color (Female)

	
	Brassieres, white, black or other neutral color (Sports brassieres authorized (Female)


	
	PT Uniform and Equipment / Item Description

	1
	PT Belt (yellow)  no OCS PT Vests

	2
	Shorts, Physical Fitness Uniform

	2
	Top, PFU, Short Sleeve

	2
	Top, PFU, Long Sleeve

	1
	Hat, green fleece

	1 Pair
	Running Shoes

	4 Pair
	White Socks, Cotton, Athletic (Socks must cover the ankle bone (NO EXCEPTIONS)

	1
	Jacket, Improved Physical Fitness Uniform

	1
	Pants, Improved Physical Fitness Uniform

	
	Students are authorized to wear commercially purchased black spandex shorts under the IPFU Shorts. Spandex must be free of Logos

	
	ASU and Equipment/ Item Description

	1
	Coat

	1
	Branch sleeve braid 

	1
	Slacks with belt loops

	1
	Short Skirt

	1
	ASU Dress Hat

	1
	Black Dress shoes

	1
	Long Sleeve ASU White Shirt

	1
	Short Sleeve ASU White Shirt

	1
	Black Neck Tab (female)

	
	Branch/U.S. insignia

	
	2LT Rank Insignia

	
	Belt/buckle/tip

	
	Overseas Service Bars

	2
	ASU Nameplates

	1
	Black Socks

	1
	Regimental Insignia (Signal) to be turned in to TAC and pinned at Graduation

	
	Stockings, Sheer/Semi, without seams, complementary to wearer's skin tone and uniform (Female)



	
	Additional Items

	1
	Bag, Toiletry, Green/Black/Tan with Personal Hygiene Items

	1
	Shower Shoes, (Black, No Leather or Designs Allowed

	1
	Laundry Kit, Detergent

	1
	Lock, Combination (Key Locks are not allowed)

	1
	Duffle Bag, Nylon

	2
	Brown Towels, Cotton

	1
	Mouth Piece (Army Combative Training)

	1
	Eye Protection ( Does not have to be ballistic) clear and dark lenses

	5
	Pen, Ball Point, Black

	2
	Pencil, Mechanical

	2
	Permanent Marker, Black

	1
	Boot Laces

	1
	Soap Dish and Toothbrush Holder

	1
	Wristwatch

	1
	Shaving Cream (Required for Male and Female Soldiers)

	1
	Calculator with inverse key (1/x)

	1
	Flashlight- Any kind that can shine both white light and red light

	1
	Whistle

	1
	200 page notebook, 8.5 x 11 (Spiral)

	        1
	Index Cards, 3 x 5 packets (Note Taking / Ideal for ACU Sleeve Pocket)

	        1
	Sewing Kit

	1
	OD Green 100 Mile Hr Tape (Securing Equipment)

	1
	Ziploc Bags, GAL Size, Box (Waterproofing in Field Environment)

	1
	Foot Powder

	1
	Parachute (550) Cord (About 100 Ft) (Secure Sensitive Items/ Equipment)

	1
	Set of Alcohol Pens for marking Maps

	1
	Camouflage Band, Helmet with 1/4 inch embroidered name tape

	1
	Protective Eyewear for Field Operations (ballistic safety glasses Z87)

	1
	Shoe And Boot Cleaning Kit

	
	


**This list is intended to help you be prepared for the course that lies ahead, however ultimately it is up to you to have the things you need to be successful. Use proper judgment when packing; take into account the seasonal weather and course requirements. The list provides a good foundation of what to bring, but inevitably it’s up to you to show up with matching socks.
Further Uniform Guidance:

-If you know your follow-on unit, then you will wear your ACU’s and ASU’s in accordance with that unit’s distinctive shoulder sleeve insignia (SSI) and the Unit Citations on your ASU’s must match. If you do not yet know your follow-on unit or are on assignment to Fort Gordon, then you will wear the 15th Signal Brigade patch on your ACU’s, (which can be purchased at the FT. Gordon Military Clothing Sales Store,) and your ASU’s will reflect the 442nd Signal Battalion as well, requiring you to wear the Army Meritorious Unit Commendation (with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters) and Army Superior Unit Award – worn on the coat of the army green and blue uniforms, 1/8 inch centered above the right breast pocket in order of precedence from wearer’s left to right.  
[image: image29.png]


-Non-prior service students will wear ONLY the National Defense Service Medal.  Prior service officers will wear any additional ribbons or awards previously awarded before commissioning.
If there are any questions about how ribbons are worn, you may go to AR 670-1.  This manual can be found at https:// armypubs.us.army.mil.  You can also find the info in the Army Officer’s Guide sold at the MCSS.  For the order the ribbons come in, you may go to www.armyawards.com and look in the “rack builder” section.
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442 Specific (Active Duty only)
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[image: image3]UNIT PATCHES:

To reiterate, National Guard and Reserve students will wear their home-unit patches.  Active duty students will wear their future unit of assignment patch in accordance with their orders.  Students who do not have follow-on orders after SBOLC will wear the 15th Regimental Signal Brigade Patch.  Non-prior service lieutenants  and prior service lieutenants do not automatically qualify to wear the GWOTSM, see this link: https://www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Global%20War%20on%20Terrorism%20Expeditionary%20Medal%20GWOTEM%20and%20Global%20War%20on%20Terrorism%20Service%20Medal%20GWOTSM 
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FAQ’s:
1.  When can I expect to go on pass or take leave?

Performance will dictate your eligibility for pass. If you have not passed your APFT, or if you have experienced academic failure(s), a pass request may not be approved. Ordinary leave is not granted, (exceptions listed in FAQ #10,) so be prepared to use some leave time during exceptions or after the course. Most weekends you can expect to be on your own free time, a pass is required to travel outside 250 miles of Ft. Gordon (distance dependent on TAC’s discretion).
2. Can I report earlier than the report date indicated for my class?
YES, if your orders authorize you to do so.  Otherwise, report on the report date, preferably not later than 1600 hours.

3. Can I bring a pet with me?

 No, pets are not allowed in Army Lodging. 

4. I’m married or I’m a single parent:   Can I bring my spouse or child with me?

Not recommended. The living quarters you are assigned are not designed for a family. If you need further information please call the Company Commander at 706-791-5314 or DSN 780-5314.   

5. Do I have to pass an Army Physical Fitness Test, and meet the standards of  AR 600-9 to gain entry into the course?
You must pass the APFT and meet the height and weight standards of AR 600-9 upon arrival.  All APFTs here at SBOLC are for record.  If you fail an APFT or fail to meet height/weight standards you will be administratively flagged.  Read this excerpt from TRADOC 350-36;
c. APFT/height and weight. 

(1) BOLC-A. IAW MOA (appendix A). 

(2) BOLC-B. 

(a) Students must meet height and weight standards for graduation IAW AR 350-1. Any AA student who does not meet height and weight standards IAW AR 350-1 prior to graduation, will be placed in a hold status until they have met the requirements or processed from the Army. Any USAR or ARNG student who does not meet the height and weight standards IAW AR 350-1 prior to graduation will be processed from the course and returned to their parent unit. 

(b) Students must pass a record APFT prior to graduation IAW AR 350-1. Any student attending BOLC-B for less than 30 days (Army Medical Command) and will not be taking an APFT for record, must handcarry their DA Form 705 with a score within 6 months of attending BOLC-B. Any AA student who does not have a passing record APFT score prior to graduation; will be placed in a hold status until he or she passes or is processed from the Army. Any USAR or ARNG student who does not have a passing record APFT score prior to graduation; will be processed from the course and returned to their parent unit.
6. Do I have to pass an APFT to graduate?

Yes, read above.  If you haven’t done PT I highly recommend you do so.  Do not come to SBOLC and fail your first APFT, this will be my first impression of you, don’t make it a bad one.  
7. I am being assigned to Fort Gordon, Georgia upon graduation from SBOLC.   Will I be able to live in Ring Hall, or one of the other visiting officer quarters?

If your follow-on assignment is at Fort Gordon you will be eligible for permanent housing on or off-post. SINGLE SOLDIERS ON PCS WILL NOT BE ASSIGNED TO ARMY LODGING.
8.  What does TAC stand for?

It is an acronym for Training & Academic Counselor.  Each class will have an officer assigned as their TAC.  He/She will be the rater on the Academic Evaluation Report (DA Form 1059), and guide the class through SBOLC, from start to finish.  Additionally, the class with have two TAC NCOs assigned to assist the TAC Officer in managing the course and students.
9.  Will I be eligible for Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) while I am attending SBOLC?

NO, if you are living in Government billets and are not TDY and return and already receiving BAH prior to arrival at Fort Gordon and/or do not have dependents.  

 YES, if currently receiving BAH prior to arrival, if you receive permanent change of station (PCS) orders to Fort Gordon, are TDY-in-return to your duty station/assignment, and/or having dependents would qualify you to receive BAH while attending SBOLC. TDY Guard and Reservist will most likely receive BAH, depending on your orders, make sure to have a copy of your lease when reporting to SBOLC.
10.  May I take leave while I am attending SBOLC? 

You may take Christmas Block Leave, Emergency Leave (at commander’s discretion), or Convalescent Leave, if either of those was to become necessary.
11.  My best friend is getting married while I’m attending SBOLC.  Will I be able to attend?

This depends. If the event is on a weekend and does not interfere with training then there is a chance. If a situation like this arises bring it to the attention of you TAC immediately and they will try to work with you to accommodate these types of circumstances.
 

12.  What paperwork do I need to register my car on post?

You will need the vehicle’s registration, proof of insurance, and a valid driver’s license.  Don’t forget to have your vehicle weighed if you are doing a partial Do-It-Yourself (DITY) move.  (The website ditymovers.com is a great resource.) 
13.   I’m active duty.  When do I have to have my Army Blue Uniform or Army Service Uniform (dress blues or ASU) ready?

You will have a New Student welcome reception during the first few weeks of the course where you will be required to wear your ASUs. It is best to get them and square them away before you arrive. Getting the dress uniform ready in time for class events has been a great source of stress, anxiety, and frustration for students in the past. Having your uniform ready before the start of the course is highly recommended.
14.  I’m reserve component.  Do I have to have the Army Service Uniform?

Although the wear-out date for the green uniform has not yet occurred all SBOLC students are expected to have the Dress Blue Uniform (ASU’s).
15.  Will I need a computer?
The chain of command strongly encourages each student to bring a personal (desktop or laptop) computer to their courses. Most assignments must be completed after duty hours and require the use of a computer and printer. Printers are available at the Ft. Gordon Library and in the computer lab in Greely Hall, room #124. But for the sake of reliability and convenience previous students highly recommend bringing a personal printer.
16. Am I authorized in and around mileage?
Your orders will reflect what you are authorized when you report. Recently TDY soldiers have not been authorized this in their orders. A memorandum can be submitted to request for these funds, however this does not guarantee you will receive this allotment.
17. Can I convert from Guard/Reserve to Active?

Yes, while very difficult to do, it is possible but is not something handled at SBOLC. Please seek more information from you Training NCO at your duty station. 
Additional Tips:
1. Be sure to bring all necessary paperwork.  Rather be safe than sorry and bring as much as you can. Bring all military orders issued by your commissioning source, DD Form 1610 or Format 400 (TDY orders). Bring 10 copies of each Initial orders of appointment as a commissioned office (oath of office). If you are an OCS graduate, bring your honorable discharge certificate and all documents in your possession relating to enlisted service, including DD Form 214 (Statement of Service). Copies of dependents birth certificates if they are not currently enrolled in DEERS. Copy of your marriage certificate if spouse is not enrolled in DEERS. This will streamline your in-processing and save you from confusion and frustration.

2. The majority of in-processing will be up to you, the individual, to complete at your own pace. It is important to realize that the pace of the beginning of the course takes this into account: do not wait to in-process as the course picks up quickly and if you do not take care of your business early on then you will soon find yourself without the time to do so. Take every opportunity you can to visit the offices you need to and get your in-processing taken care of early. If your orders allow you to report early then it is recommended you take advantage of that opportunity.
3. Set up your AKO account prior to arrival at Fort Gordon. Familiarize yourself with its various features and functions.  You will also require an AKO login to access the Blackboard website that contains critical course-related documents.
4. Set up an account a blackboard account on https://train.gordon.army.mil/. This website will be one of your most used tools in the course. It will contain class power points, resources and assignments. It contains most of the information you need to be successful at SBOLC. After you create your account click on the LandWarNet Courses, search for BOLC and enroll in the appropriate section. You may need to contact training room to find which section you will be placed in. 
5. Ensure you have enough money for 30 days of living expenses as it can take up to a month or longer to start your pay. You should be prepared for the worst case scenario. If you are facing financial hardship speak to your TAC: there are advances available, among other options.
6. ID Cards/DEERS Office: 706-791-1927 (Our time slot is Thursdays 13-1500. Appointment is still necessary.) You need military identification to get into most buildings on base. A valid driver’s license and orders will give you the ability to get through the main gate (Gate 1).
7. Remember that you are a commissioned officer in a professional military. As you become familiar with the SBOLC environment it is easy to become complacent. Check your military bearing often, as the reality is that SBOLC is a professional course, and you are a United States Army Officer. The cadre may allow you some latitude in your day to day affairs, but only because they are expecting conduct becoming of army officers while you are in the course. Don’t allow yourself or your classmates to give the cadre cause for doubting you or the class, because they will come down on you for and it will result in unnecessary suffering and it can affect your course grade. Maintain your professional bearing and standards at all times.
8.  It would behoove you to purchase a foot locker of some type.  The PX usually sells a basic Gorilla brand footlocker for about $26.  If you are lodged off post in a hotel, you should store any and all valuables in this footlocker when you leave each day got class because of previous issues that students have had while staying off post.  This is a highly recommended preventative measure.
9. Mail service, which includes package delivery, can be set up at the Mail Room in Greeley Hall. A temporary mail forwarding service can be set up at the post office on base to redirect mail from your previous home to your new duty station at Fort Gordon.
10. Traffic regulations on base are strict, the speed limit is absolute, and just a few miles over the speed limit will result in a traffic ticket. Also, road crossings on base will be made at the highly visible crosswalks, and auto traffic must yield to pedestrians. Violating either of these will result in ticketing (which counts against your license as a civilian ticket would), loss of a 4-day weekend, result in a mandatory driver’s safety course and counseling. Do not make a bad first impression with a traffic violation.
11. The reception desk at Darling Hall has additional information such as detailed maps of base and the surrounding community, and can provide answers to many questions with regard to soldier in-processing.

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE:
OPERATIONAL TERMS AND GRAPHICS
*Will be tested on the first day of class
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-Meritorious Service Unit Commendation





-Army Superior Unit Award














-National Defense Service Ribbon
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