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Historic flight recreated

More than 1,500 spectators gazed
skyward recently at Fort Sam Houston
to watch an antique biplane recreate
the founding of US military aviation—
at that time under the auspices of the
Signal Corps—in San Antonio, Texas,
75 years ago.

First 1.t. Benjamin Foulois of the
Signal Corps, who had never before
soloed in an airplane, successfully
made America’s first flight by a
military pilot in a plane solely owned
and used by the Army on March 2,
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1910, around the parade grounds at
Fort Sam Houston.

Retired Braniff Airlines Capt. Lea
Abbottof Dallas re-enacted the historic
flight as he flew his 1910 Curtiss
Pusher biplane around what is now
Arthur MacArthur Field.

Abbott, who was 3 years old when
Fouleois made his flight here, was
dressed for the occasion in the open-
cockpit flying attire of the period,
complete with leather helmet, goggles,
beige scarf, vest, flared knickers and
strapped boots.

There were several differences in

that first flight and Saturday’s re-
creation, noted the narrator, Col. Engle
Scott, chapter president of the Army
Aviation Association of America.

Foulois flew a Wright Flyer pur-
chaxed by the Army from the famons
Wright brothers, and Army Aeroplane
Number | had skids instead of wheels
until later, when Foulols modified it
with wheels from a farm tractor.

The flimsy plane, which a reporter at
the time described as a “collection of
bamboo poles more or less attached toa
gasoline engine,” was launched on a
H-foot rail by ropes on a pulley svstem
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