MSE testers

TOP: Sgt. Ellery G, Pizarek (foreground) and Sgt, Debra L. Eggors,
both members af the MSE Platoon, are the first U.S. Army soldiers to
erect the S-mefer mont which is manufactured by the Swedish firm
WIBE for the MSE sysiom. The S-meter maal is one of the 33 itema to
be evaluated by the MSE Platoon prior io the MSE FOT&E. BOTTOM:
Sgt. Eggers and Sgi. Pizarek erect the 8-meter masi and the SHE
anfenna in 27 minutes while drossed in MOPP-IV gear, (1108 Amophoil
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by Judy L. Strahan

The naed for 0 new AirLand Batths
communications notwork bus ong
bieiens whisgserpd iz the corridors n!'l_h.
Pentagon and echod by commandsrs
in the hattlefield; Two vears ngo this
whispoer became ' clenr, flrm vojie
when the U8 Army signed a eodloant.
with GTE to produce the Mobile
Subgcribor Equipment (MSE) aystem.

Howeveor, borniig MSE s n :
nondevelopmental ltem (NDI—or aff
the ghalf—the troditienal resiarch
and develaproent approsch to sysiem
acguigition would he too sliw, A fow
approdach was nedded Lo gel MSE
from the drawing bonred o tha
hattlefielid. That new approach
included establishing n Lest cmdrn
aidely dedieated Lo the MSE syatem
noguasition, By Cielober 19905 Lhe 1
MEE Platoon wap organized. Locutel |
ut Fort Hupchucn, Ariz., the plaloon
supports the U5, Army. Operationl |
Test and Evaluation Ageney
(USACTEAL, the designated opers.
tionn] tester for MSE,

Arcording to Lst Ly Alex W,
Thomson, officer 1o chargoof the
MSE Platoon, the Fronch and Brtish
military were thie first o ase o tesl
esdrs Tor pystem aeguisition aod )
felding. “We just borrowid thelr |

Tuctical communicatiins personnil
werd selected from the Digital
Commundeations Syatem Test 1
Company and Hendoguaries: |
Campany, 'S, Army Electronie

Groand, Ft Hunchuen, Ay
Acvarding to Thomaon, they wers
selocted through an exiéngive
screening process thit hoked ot tear
tacticn] signal expartiss, post besl
experience, and oversll
ommunications knowlodge™ |

MSE is o netwark that provides
viive and data w?mxlﬂmuﬂl J
&l to foroes depl in wA
AirLand Baitle scenario It will lnk |
Army units from hattaiion o eorps 1

level through « highly mobile and



e mmmmﬂmu,ﬂhﬂu
fialiing s complate, the M5E

ntwork will include nctive Army,

H-iﬁmhlﬂhﬂd. and Army Heserve

Mot anly i MSE n unbigue sysiemn
that will mn:nlnl.innlt:;uﬂ -
mml:hm i ur

krt the fiald,” Thomean
bt the platoon is unigque as
‘IHI.ll'llhl.l‘u'll mmu&m

test plutonn
L.f.m.uﬁ asmiat (5 f:Hh;g 4
wqm The platoon i also
Suniigue incite personnel gtrectare
thHmn ustaally have 80
in all 4 pamijried with
o afficer: Hul, thie MSE Flotoon has
ﬁl:hmirr NCOs and thru-e ulficers
m Eo carry out [ix mission,
s 10 reduce formal lesting on
'ﬁﬁﬂ%m thar kit 0
aagessmmb al 1L e
:.'h 1] el'[uaﬂ"m:-l-ﬁhn
imi:mmra.hnnn myslen "
— The MBE Platoon is responailile for
witnesaing and reporting an MSE pre-
iem dovelopment anil
tenting performed by GTE and its
ﬂhuhﬂ'll.l."ﬂ:'l'l' Thlu. invalyies
tracking and investigating &5 itema af
~evalunticn that UEMJTE!‘ identified
durtng thie souree selection proeeaa.
Thes netivithes will tnke plotoon
mirrnbers fo subcontractor plants
‘throughout tho United States and
Euerngw to nitend 1ests nlong with
tatives from GTE and the
of the Project Monnger for

The platonn {u also reaponpible for
planning the MSE Follow-On Opera-
tional Test and Evaluation (FUTEE)
mﬁnin at Fort Hood, Texns, in May
f

SFU Richard K. Schneider ia the
HEETmEmﬁm NCOIC. He has
sevornl years of pasl fost.
mﬂm‘lhhmt
mimuml“uﬂumm i
and important ooe™ ho's éver ha
Schineider brings 15 years tactical
cofmminleations sXperience ne &
mmﬂm;lmr the lh
upan & chief to Pl miaoi. -
wi dios here with
n:hm lmd time evalustions and
planning for the FOTAE has far
mnhinqhﬂnnntm future Army
mmmuntnﬂum Schneider as

“Every Amny communicatir h'l.thn
field wants o say in planning snd
desigming the squipment. This
platoon in as close to that reality we
yvau enn get”

SFC Ravmond A Honesto, the
mairdenarics NOOIC assigned (o the
plutoon, hrings 1:3 yonrs
communicitions experisnce us &
communicntons-electronics
supervisor to the pliatoon, He ulso has
worked on previoos test nmd
#valuation programe for LSAOTEA
bt firidn this current inslnment o
b bt b d:ﬂum e

“ust the pixe and gcapo 18 prvr-

i mind bogpeling"” snid

arlsts, IS going (o take dedivatid
nind sperionced to fheld it
on fime." (M3E should be fislded in
about five yenre, as opposed Lo the 10
weuirn or more tsunlly required to feld
A mpjor communications sysiem. |

"MEE will requine more technieul
inowledgn of the soldier in the field
thun ever before,” Honesto said, “But
umumm&mmﬂm the
H;J:mqulmr communications
equipment.”

Another MAE mamber, 35g1 John
8. Wilson, brings seven years of
tantival commmications experistoe to
tha He echoes the sintinents

‘of hvim eokwiorkers i describing the.

MBE systom

“Commanbeations in the feld b to

mpﬂtwilﬁ coebat units,"” Wilson

"MEE will greutly imiprove
rambal anil's owerall ahility to
communicate and will be misch nosler
toh opernte, mave, and set up"”

‘Imﬂﬁﬂ Platoon ie ot alane
gedting MSE to ihe field, Other Army
agencies netively involved in the

pibuetion and FOTEE phises of
;'IB-F' inclhude the Electronics Proving
Ciroundn, the Test and Evaluntion
Comatnnd, the Forces Commnnd, the

and Doctrins Command, the

Army Materiel Command, the Signal
Center nnd School, and the Project
Manager fur MSE,

“We are all working togeilier b ey
thei MEE muokss it to the fiold m
recard time,” Thomson said, “Thi
dedicnted poople we have !'E:Hh.u i
the will s R0 that.

Wh%h fielded omd all the
pont and evilaation have e
writlen, the MSE Platoon will be
illabuimdid. The A6 saldivm who hove
participated in the isting program
will b reagsigned fo communications
metvities throughout the Army,
beinging thete " frontHne’” experisnce
em this new and revolutionary
communicalions conoepl (0 Army
cammanders the world over.

Al Bfrohan, o former matdic affaic
afficer wirh ife reeraiting conpmatd ai K
Monmouth &J s carrently iorking on
he .Hﬂﬁ'p.w foor-£he Dlaerafinnnl Teat
and Ejelusiion Apency af FL Huachaen,
Ariz
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