Unit history

by Capt. Randy
Kennedy

drd Signal Rrigade

The drd Signnl Brignde was
nctivated on 17 Septemboer 1979 ot
Fort Hood, Texas, Lo prplace the 15t
Signal Graup, The brigode includes
Hoeadguarters and Hoacdguartirs
Company, the 16th Signal Battalion
(Corps Area), the Sdth Signal
Battalion (Carpe Radie), and the 57th
Bignal Batinlion (Command and
Control Operntions). Additionally, the
276th Signnl Company (Cable) wis
uitached to the 57th Signal Battalion,
wnd the 313th Sggnn] Company (Light
Tropispheric Seatter) wos attached to
thi fuith Signal Battalion.

Bécmiiga: il supjaris all thires cormlaal
arma branches, the drd Signal
Brigode's motto is “TRIPLE
THREAT." [t unit inwignin depicts
this “iriple-threal” capability by
showing three rounds of ammunition
conineeted by thres Signnl Mahies,
The insignin's colors are blue, gold,
and searlet for infantry, nrmor, and
artillory, respociiully,
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16th Signal Battalion

16th Signal Battalion
SCOMMUNICATIONS
FIRST™

Tha 16th Signal Batinlion was
cometituted on 8 October 18942 ne the
16th Signal Operation Battalion, [k
wink-artivated an 51 October (042 ind
nssigned to Ford Snm Houston, Texns,
Boon alter, the unll was nesigned Lo
S Army Forces, Southwest Pocific
Aren, enrounte to Australio. On 26 Jaiy
L4, the unit departied San Francises,
Catifornin, nbered the Willierd A
Huatbrook smd armived in Austealia on
14 Angast 1845 whors In a few
monthe it was reorganized and
nsaigned to the fth Army,

o 4 Diecernber 1040 Lhe windt
mavvced ta Mew Grdbea ba aupport of
MacArihur's enmpaign; it sustained
operations thers (or almosi n vedr.

Thie bautbalion continoed the “island
hopping™ in Cetober 1844, sending an
mlvanced pariy ulong with the 18th
Infuntry Regiment, which lnnded on
Red Boach neor Pewing, Levie, the
Philippines. Thie unit then
participated in the Lazon Compaign.

Cin 280 September 1945, just two
yvinrs after leaving the United States.
the D0E landed nt Waksyon, Jupan,
where it was later innciivated on 20
February 1948, During World War 11,
thi andt recedved eredit for four
campaigns Mew Cuines, Bismarck-
Archipelago, Layte, and Legon.
Individunl memisera of the hottalion
recolved three Silver Stre, ono Legion
of Mertt, one Saldier Modal, 200 Purple
Hearts, and 31 Bronee Sorvice
Arrowhends.

Thie 16th Sigmal Operations
Batialion wos allotied to thie Regolar
Army om 21 December 1R, and
reactivoted on 10 Felirupry 1951 af
Camp Gondon, Georgia, Before
trafning could commence, tha
hattaling wis moved Lo Camp Cooke,
Cnlifornin.

O B Jume 1062, the hottilinn was
roarirmmized a8 the 16th Signnl
Battalion (Corps). The new miksion of
the battalion wis to fnetall, opsrate,
and maintain communications for o
corps heidguariers, The years 1852
throwngh 190 saw the battalion
purticipnting in many feld exercises
ard troining teste; Exercise nnd test
Inentions Inclivded Cump St Luis
ﬂ Californin; Fort Hood, Texnk;

1 Diego, Californin. “III"II'I-I
111.Ln poricd the battabon mads two
maoves, first to Fort Liewis,
Washingtos, in 1953, then 1 Fart
Hisprhwen, Arzonk, in [958,

From Fort Huachuen, the battalhion
movied by Schloss Kaserne Butzbach,
Germany, oi 17 Soptembir 1967, and
wite nastgmind o the HE5ih Signal
Groop wnder the Tth Army Suppart
Command, -

On 21 September 1972, the haitalion
WilK 0 t: peturn bo Fort Hood,
Texns, and attached to 111 Carps. The
nit Inter becnmae nasigned to the 1=t
Sigmal Grotp as o pork of the Army
ovaluthsn to the BEehelpns Abovs
IHoviadon Organization Coneept.
Finally, when the st Signal Group
wins replaced by the 3rd Signal
Brigade in Septenber 1979, tha 16th
Sipnal Batinlion became o
subordinnte battalion in the newly
formed brignide.

In recent vears, the batbalion hna
regulardy participated in the
REFORGER exercines.

The batinbon's distinctive infgnin
includes three arrowheads, which
reprisent the three assault Inndings
that the battalion participated in
during World War II: New Guinea,
Bismarck-Archipelngo, and Leyte, A
wavy hlue band alludes to its being
overseas Al the time of ite
enaetivmtion, The tetal numiser of
symbols (the thres armowhends and
the hlue band) correspond to the
number of compiigns the unit

participaied in



Hdth Signal Hatealion

th Signal Battalion

COMMAND CONTROL"

\The bith Signal Battalion wos
natiluted on 18 ODtober 1527
mably 18 weis pisw ened o the
pimth Corps Aven when il wis
ymbed o 10 Felirunry 1841 ut Fort
{ Callfurnia. Tn Muy 1003, tha
bom wins attmched o thie VI
\Corps and lefi New York on 1 July
2o Tewlamd, whore it wis
el b Lhie Deeluned P
S, The batlallon romained
ol until 26 July 1544 and wae
poved b Engclond after the D-Disy
lanalings, The battalion arcrived in
France b Octoler 1940 Lo support the
Mermandy breshout, and then jiined
bt ricn acrnas Europe wntil etalled
e Lhe Ardennes-Alsrce
ek, The hattalion continwed
i betweer France anil
many from Febmory to Decembor
i, whim it doported [rom Franee
on the US55 Porifand. Duaring thie
@yt vecelved vredit for the
Central Burspoan Campaign. The
unit won inactivated on 2 December
1045 af Cump Kilmer, Noew Jersey
The battilion remainsd innetive
until | Angost 1062, when it was
activated mt Ford Hood, Texas, and
aesigned o 111 Corpes. It Jofi for
servicoe i1t the Bepubilic of Vietnim an
r 23 August 1965 The ndvance
detichmient aerived ot Tau San,
Wistnam, in '.'Hrﬂci-fﬂwr 1EI'Fi-"-!, pnd Wi
parignesd to the 151 Logristicn
- Compiand. Derng ik Vietnam
gerviee, the hattnlion recelviel three
Merilariows Unit Awirds and the
Vietnomess Croes of Gullantry with
Palm. The batialion aleo reciaved
eredit for 13 campuoijns. After its
gervice in Vietnom, the unil wos
agmin imsctivated on 17 Felmuiary
1071 mt Fort Lewes, Washingion
O Seplember 1074, the hpttalion
was pctivaled in an augmentation
carrier status and assigned to the ded
-E_-iﬂ'ﬂl-l Brigode at Fort Huowod, ‘Toxss.

The unit was ngEain setveted on L0
Jure 1980, with the mission to tnetuli,
I:||H|I'|I“'_ .||"d mimantain H'lll I."IIIIH.'I'I.'I.I'II:E
communication svstem and radio
teletspe statlons for 111 Corpe
Hesdguariers and it mapor
-HIJ‘IHF”:[i.I'IiL[I' ITIIIIIIHJ’!TJ?. ]I. Illld”
rurrenily providis rodio wim
legratinn statiens o pecess fhe 111
Corpa telephone svatem. The 317th
Signal Company was aetivited and
mitmchod ta the battalion on |
Seplember 1980, with the mission o
provide Hitht truaprmpherir Aol
communicniions in aapport of 171
Corps,

The beitinkion's distinctive inzipnis
dipicts o wavy dimgonal band, which
represents the Rhine River and the
unit’s pharticipstion in compaignain
Centeal Eurgpe. The pudiormisd bords
flanking the central band are taken
from the Arme of the Ardonnes region
whwrre the hatinbon compaigned, The
pattern alsg regrresents telograph
prlll.-l. and the battalisn's ﬂigh:ﬂ
P IS

57th Signal Batfallon

67th Signal Battalion
“SVINCIMUS SPATIUM™

The 5Tth Sigonal Hattallon was
constituted on I8 October 1927 nnd
activated on 10 Felbrunry 18941 at
Camp Edwnnds, Massnchusetis. The
hatinlion wne commanded by L Col.
Hichnrl J. Mever ot tho time of
wetivatian, aned i rempined with the
hattalion throwghoot World Weer 11

The battalion efl Mew York aboard
the Flarenoe Nightingale on 7
Febroary 19408 for Cram, Algeria, noad
wits nssignid to the Sth Ammny in
support of VI Corpa during the
elosing slages of the Tunisiun
Campaign, Later; the battalinn
opernled o mesenge center 6l Areow,
Alporin, in soppart of the Sl Army.
From there the battalion went Lo
Habat, French Mormcon, where it
mesiated in the instnlintion and
maintenonce of communickbions Tor
alliead airbarns Torees in Miscar,
Algeria

From Morih Afriea, the 57th Signal
Battaion lnnded ot Selermo, snd on @
September 1541 estnblishod
communicntions for V] f'-.|r||:= frum
Fmesmtumm o Colli nl Viltunne.
Elements of the batialion also
supportod Hangor foroes durtng the
Anro lnnding. During the invasion
the battalion wins eesponaible Tor
cummunications for five divisions, an
indopindont brignde, corps troops,
mend nsumberoids Armiyslevil troaps.
Within g few wewlon, the battabon had
Indedl 500 milen of spiral-four cable

The battalion withdrew from the
[tnkinn Campadgn nnd Ennded in
sotthern France al SC Maxime on 156
Magesi 1044, The battalbin
srlablished communications for the
V1 Corpe convmand st and
aupportad Corps aperatians along the
Muosslle Hiver and Vosges Mountain
Range during the wintes of 1944,

Tha ¥'1 Corpe offensive began in
March 1945, and the hattnlion
i rported the Corps’ reipbd maovem end
fromm Aorthern Adsdiee into Gemmany
A highlight for the battalion during
the campaign was the enble crossing
of the Hhine Hiver between
Ludwigshnfen nnd Moonlbem,
Ciermany, After thie Rhine crossing,
thie Bttntion moved south until it
e i contaet with forces comimag
north from [aly near the vicinity of
the Hrnner FPras t1u:r|:r||.r '|'r'||r|r|. W||.r
I1, the battalion porticipated in srven
cumprlgna: Nagples-Fosgpin, Aneio,
Riommi-Armd, Southern Franse,
Rhinelamil, Ardennes- Alsace, ond
Centrnl Earope. The battnlion was
imactivatad on 29 Sepiember TG 0
Ciermany

The 57th Signal Bottalion remained
mnctive untt] 16 My | T e 1t
win roactivated ot Forl Hood, Texns,
in support of 111 Corpa. “Che battallon
wn estpnied to the 1st Bignal Groap
i @ pork of the Army's Echelon
Above Division Organizational
Concept on 12 June 1078, and
remained =6 until 1T Septembss 1975,
whaon thie Let Signal Groap was
redesignated the Sl Bignal Bogoade,

Tha thstimsetive untt nsignia depicta
{urvwires forming nn antenna o
aymbalize s Signal mission. lia
motis, “YVINCIMLUS SPATTLM,

faine “wn eanguer space.”

Capl. Kémaed'y, b receriily o fide fed
tim assrgrnenl s regimen ol apvralions
affieer ot EFioe Chief of Scgiad wf Far
Crrulan, in mm cnmminaader of $he 2588h
Sigrml Company, 35 af Sdghal Haertadivm,
Feth Drigade, af For! Gordan. My hes hod
Firdrinus gERiga el a8 Ol E ll'u.l'-f l\.‘lf|l'.l.tl'r.
Ok wyalersa e, o nal Sdgeranl |II|'-|:I:|'|:-.|I'I
teadler. Cnpt. Kenmeny hos 2 A from the
[ rmdpersadv f Akron, Akrom, O

Armv Ciovpmunicalor 53



