An Historical
Sketch of the
Black Soldier in
the Signal Corps

The black soldier hax a heritage in the
Signal Corps that he can be proud of. True.
the bLluck soldicr has not always been a
mecmber of the Signal Corps, particularly in
the earlicr years of its history. But vversince
the black soldier has been a member of the
Signal  Corps. he has left behind  a
conlinuous recard of lavalty and serviee (o
his country that merits recognition,

The  first  signal  organization  and
forcrunner of the present-day U.S. Army
Signal Corps—The Army Signal
Department-—wans established in 1860. Only
a few blacks served in the Army at that time,
and (hey served primarily in o all-black
cavalry units on the Western Frontier. 11 wis
not until 1384 that the first black soldicr
became an officral member of the Signal
Corps. and it was not until 1918 (hat the
Army ficided is first black signal unit.

CIVIL. WAR ERA

Blacks had previously served as spics in
the American Revolution and the War of
1812, In the Civil War, (hey served behind
Confederate lines, reporting troop
cmplacements, (roop movements. and troop
activitics. Though they were not signalmen
and were not a part of the Signal Corps. they
provided valuable signal-type services for
the Army. The Signal Corps was established
as a separate Branch of Service during the
Civil War (3 March 1863).

TELEGRAPH IN THE WEST

Well into  the Rceonstrucuon  Lra
following the Civil War and afterwards.
black troops in the Repular Army were
restricted to four regiments: the 24th and
25¢th Infantries. and the 9th and 10th
Cavalrics. Most of these black units served
mainly on the Western Fronticr between
1870 and 1896, where they Tought Indians
and outlaws. protected scttlers, and built
forts and roads.

I'n addition to other dutics, black troopers
constructed many miles of 1clegraph wires
across the Western Frontier. For a 10-ycar
period saarting in 1871, the 25th Infantry
Regiment spent much of its time repairing
roads and telegraph lines in Texas. The men
of the t0th Cavalry spent much of their time
in the same manner working on telegraph
linc projects in Texas and Arizona.

Nonc of the black troopers working on the
telegraph lines were signalmen, but the work
they did certainly did qualify as signal-typc
work. Accordingly to COL John W. Lutsch.
current chicl of the Plans and Resources
Division, U.S. Army Communications
Command, Fort Huachuca. AZ, all Army
troops wesl of the Mississippi participated in
the vonstruction of telegraph lines during
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this period. This work was undoubltcdly
done under the direction of the Chief Signal

| Officer and under the auspices ol Lhe Signal
Corps. Myer's “wigwag™ Mag stgnaling
svslem was in use on the Western Frontier al
the time. but there is no cvidence it wits used
ly these black oudlits. *

FIRST BLACK SIGNALMEN

As (he black (roops served in virtual
isolation in the West. progress was being
made towardy the removal of some of the
racial barriers in the Army. particularly in
the Signal Corps. In April of 1884, W.
Hallet¢ Greene, a Negro member of the
graduating class of the College of the City of
New York, tricd 1o enlist in the Signal
Corps. BG William B. Hazen. Chicf Signal
Officer of the Army at the ame. turned down
Greenc's application. not on the grounds of
prejudice. but upon the undersianding (hat
black saldiers were restricted by Congress to
two regiments of infantry and wwo of
cavalry, However, 1his negative responsc did
not Kill Greene's applicadion,

For a period of ume GEN Alexander S.
Webb. president of the college. Robert 1.
Lincoln (son of President Lincoln). the
Secrctary of War. and GEN  Hazen
exchanged correspondence on the matter. {n
the end. Scerctary  Lincoln overruled
Hazen's interpretation. and on 26
Scptember 1884 Greene was enlisted in the
Signal Corps by direct order of the Sceretary
of War.

In spite of the controversy that cnsued.
Greene's admittance (o the Signal Corps
opened the way for other blacks in the
military. In 1885 blacks were accepted for
the first time in the Hospital Corps, the
Ordnance Corps. and the Commissary and
Quartermaster Departments.

Al four of the regular black combui |

regiments served with  (hc  Amecrican
Expeditionary Forees in Cuba in 1898, The
Signal Corps was present in both Cuba and
the Philippines in the Spanish-American
War, but no specific evidence can be (ound
to indicate that black signalmen served in
that “splendid lictle war,™ as Rough Rider
Theodore Roosevelt called it.

WORLD WAR I AND AFTER

The all-black 92d and 93d Divisions were
| the only two black divisions organized and

*BG Albert J. Myer was “father of the
Signal Corps.” See our Summer 976
issue, p. 8.
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sent to France in World War 1. Only one
black signal unil served during the war, the
325th Ficld Signal Battalion of the 92d
Division, which scrved in the U.S. First
Army,

The 325th Signal Baltalion disembarked
at Breit. France, on 19 Junc (918, and
signaled its way across France. The 325(h
was the first and only black signal unitin the
Amcrican Army during WWI. Except lor its
commander and two or three white line
officers, ull its members were black.

The men of the 325th were well-cducated
and well-trained. With few exceptions they
were all college or high school graduates.
Many of them were experts in radio and
clectrical engineering. During their stay in
France. they strung miles of telegraph and
telephone lines. many times while under fire.

In 1917 at the advent of WW]. blacks had
attempted to gain entritnce (o the Army Air
Corps. At this time. the Army Air Corps was
a part of the Signal Corps. They were told
that no “colored acro squadrons™werc being
formed at the time.

The period alter WWI way one of
uncertainty. The 1920y and 30's were
difficult vears for all Amcricans. black and

Black soldier domg field 1etephone
service i france, ¢ 1918,

white alike, Among other things, America
went through Prohibition and the greal
Depression. In 1933 the Civilian
Conservation Corps was established as an
attempt to provide meaningful employment
for both black and white Americans.

WARTIME DEVELOPMENTS

In the carly 1940's, the War Department
Organization and Training Division, G3,
made an altempt 10 lessen some of the
disparities that existed in the assignment and
employment of black troops. G3
recommended that all arms and Services,
“except Air Corps and Signal Corps.” be
required to accept blacks in “appropriate
units™ in “reasonable proportions.”
[NOTE—at this time the Army Air Forces
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was sttt a part of the Signal Corps, hur the
Army Air Corps had come inro being— Ed.]
The Personnel Scction of the War Plans

Division did not go along with this
recommendation complelely. They believed
that the only limitalions on (he organization
of black units should be limitations imposed
by a “strict maintenance of equality between
the qualifications™ required for blacks and
whiles in similar units.

The Signal Corps believed it would be
“difficult (0 obtain properly qualified
personnel. or personnel who could be
properly trained (o function effectively in
all-black signal uni s.” Consistent with the
times. it was felt that the integration of black
signalmen into existing all-white signal units
was not possible. The Signal Corps did lcave
room open {or the possible organization and
activation of black signal units in (he ¢vent
that “a Negro Division is ever organized.”
But it siill fele (hat even then it would be
difficult (0 obtain technically qualificd men
such as radio clectricians, telephonc
technicians, and radio operators.

On 3 Scptember 1940 the Sclective
Training and Service Act was passed. h
stated in puart, “there shall be no
discrimination against any pcrson on
account of race or color.”

In May 1941 (he Signal Corps Tlinally
ficlded its first black signal unit of the post-
World War | cra—the 275th  Signal
Construction Company—and scnt it
immediately to Panama. On 7 December
1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor,
and the U.S. entered World War I1. At the
end of 1941, most of the nearly 100.000
blacks in the Army werc in combal arms. In
the Air Corps. Medical Depariment, and
Signal Corps. less than 2 percent of all
cnlisted men were black. The influx of
blacks into the Engineer and Quartcrmaster
Corps was so hecavy that those Branches
became almost all-black. On the other hand,
the absorption rate of blacks into the Air
and Signal Corps was so slow (hat black
manpower in these Services declined 1o less
than 1 percent ol their total enlisied
strength.

The manpower nceds of World War 1)
brought Lthe question of the use of Ncgro
units to a head. In support of the war effort,
overseas communications facilitics were
being extended in every direction at a rapid
ratc, This required manpower, and thc
Signal Corps began to tap various pools ol
manpower, including Negroes. The Signal

Training on «
telephone  swirch-
bourd. 1941,

units for the first time since WWIL

Except for three construction battalions, all
other black signal units activated in 1942
were Air Force unils. These included 1|
construction baualions. 2 aircraft warning
companies, and | service group signal
company.

Negroes in  foreign theaters posed
problems. Australia wanted none of them,
They were not acceptable in China. In
Africa, (he cconomic status of the United
Stales Negro bred discontent among native
blacks. So it was limited where black troops
coulgd be stationed abroad.

There were of course problems in (he
United States as well: scgregation in some
slates. and strong locul prejudices in some
areas, notably in (he vicinity where Negro
construction "units trained.

Difficulties were also encountered in
assigning black signal officers. Because of
Amcrican racial attitudes of (he period,
there was a disbelief in the abilitics of black
officers to effectively scrve in positions of
leadership in combil. Suitable vacancies
and positions for technically trained Negro
officers were hard 1o find. once initial TOE
vacancies were filled. many black signal
olfficers e¢nded up malassigned. somc
throughout the entire war.

NOTABLE ORCANIZATIONS

275th Signal Construction Company. The
first black signal unit deployed outside tle
continental United States in WWIT was (he
275th Signal Construction Company. The
2751h was organized prior (o World War 11
in answer (o a rcquest for black signa)
construction (roops for use in the Canal
Zone. GEN Daniel Van Voorhis of the
Canbbcan Defensc Command thought
black troops would be more durable than
white troops in cutting through the rough
and hot country of Panama 10 pul up pole
lines. The request was heeded. and the 275th
was arganized al Fort Leonard Wood. MO,
and aclivated in May 194}, It arrived in
Panama 8 December 1941, and commenced
work on the pole line. However, the
Panamanian Government declarcd  the
275th unwelcome. and it was returned 10 the
United States after completing its task.

689th Signal Reporting Company
(Aircraft Warning, Frontier). The Army air
scrvices had 1ough initial sereening methods
for signalmen. This accounted for more
highly qualificd men (han could generally be
found in non-air service signal

Corps troop basis lor 1942 included Negro | unils. This also provided an automatic
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| safeguard against an overllow of less
qualihed men not actually needed. Signal
units supporting the air services were
gencrally traincd by the Signal Corps and
were cansidered 1o be Army Signal Corps
units despite their air-type unjt designations.

Many black units, like the 689th Signal
Reporting Company (Aircraft Warning.
Fronticr) in the Summer of 1943, finished
their training and grew stagnant and restless,
for lack of actual overscas movement orders.
Some of the men of the 689th had becn
irained in Signal Corps radio schools and in
colleges as members of the Enlisted Reserve
Corps. They were activated and scnl
through basic training, supposedly hcaded
for further specialist training. Instcad. afier
basic training they found themsclves at
Scymour Johnson Ficld. NC. performing
squadron duly and menial labor with no
prospect for further training.

34 Signal Troop. The 3d Signal Troop
was another black unit left behind. bitter
and dissillusioned. When the 2d Cavalrey
Division shipped overscas in 1944, the
disappointed and complaining men of the 3d
Hgnal Troop were left behind and converted
to signal construction troops. The
remainder of the 2d Division, stll wearing
its combal designation. left for North
#frica.

10001th Signal Company. 96th Service
Group. Another black air Lype signal unic of
this period was the 1000th Signal Company,
96th Scrvice Group. The Army wanted the
Signal Corps to train the men of the 1000¢h
but found (hat thc corps was not training
blacks in (he required speciahtics. So the Air
Forces went outside (he military in an cffort
(0 obtain men (rom civilian life that alrcady
had (he required skills and experience, Some
6 weeks laterthe Army started training black
signalmen in the specialties required by the
10001h. The Army expericnced considerable
problems in obtaining “qualificd™ black
wroops for some signal traiming and in
finding “adequatc™ traiming lacilives for
them once (hey were selecied.

Black Signal Servicewomen. The
women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC)

| came into being in May 1942, and black

serviccwomen were among its first recruits.
The original concept behind organizing a
corps of scrvicewomen was 10 train women
1o perform jobs that would “lrcc men to
fight." The Women's Auxiliary Army Corps
became the Women's Army Corps (WAC)
on | Jluly 1943,

During this period, somc black
servicewomen were assigned to Signal
Corps-type installations, and somc cven
performed signal-iype dulics, but they were
nol considered a part of the Signal Corps.
They werc regarded solely as scrvicewomen

and werc generally assigned 1o all-women
units,
Some black scrvicewomen were obscrved



performing jobs that could be classified as
signal at several installations in the 1940°s.
Dr. Bruno J. Rolak. command historian,
U.S. Army Communications Command,

Fort Huachuca, AZ. said Dlack
scrvicewomen were performing duties as
iclephone operators and as message center
personnel at Fort Huachuca in the early
1940's. Thesc women were members of the
all-black 32d and 33d WAAC companics,
the Nirst ever assigned (o Fort Huachuca.

In 1943, one black servicewoman in the
Army Air Corps served as a photographer in
the post public rclations office at Douglas
Army Air Ficld, AZ. Black serviccewomen
were  observed  at  olber installations
performing par(-ime as Icletype operators
and motion piclure projectionists. Jt is
known that the Signal Corps provided
training for some qualificd scrvicewomen in
certain signal job specialties during the
period. but it cannot be cstablished that
black servicewomen were among them.
However, il is known that some black
scrvicewomen djd reccive on-the-job signal
(raining at somc slations of assignment.

Many complaints were lodged with the
War Department about the lack of black
serviccwomen in radjo and other technical
communications specialties. Those who
lodged the complaints alleged (hat aptitude
test results werc being manipulated (o
exclude black servicewomen from certain
technical jobs. The administralors and
evaluators of the test rctorted that the tests
in rcality did nol show the alleged
qualifications of the women for the jobs in
qucstion.

Generally, black scrviccwomen were not
assigned to Signal Corps-type duties in
WWII, neither at home nor abroad. The (ew
hundred black servicewomen used overseas
in WWII were employed largely in postal
service work, not signal.

Thousands of servicewomen  scrved
during the Korecan War and in Vietnam, but
it was not unul 1972 that they made their
most dramatic breakthrough in the Signal
Corps (sce THE ARMY COMMUNICA-
TOR, Spring 1977, pages 20-23.) For many
years servicewomen werc utilized only in the
clerical, food scrvice, and nursing fields.
Today women may serve in most of the
communications specialtics.

The Signal Corps Inspection Agency.
BlacK civilians also supported the Signal
Corps wartime effort as employees of the
Signal Corps Inspection Agency. The Signal

Corps Inspection Agency was activated in :

Bluck serviceswomen
receving  OJT  as
switchhoard  opera-
tors, . 1942,

late summer 1942 10 take care of Signal
Corps c¢quipment procurcment and
inspection, and othertechnical and logistical
matters. In line with a national policy 10
conserve vital, limited, and rapidly
shrinking manpower sources caused by the
war effort, the agency performed 1asks that
frced Service personncel for the war cffort.
The Signal Corps Inspection  Agency
employed a high percentage of black
workers, and women as well.

430th Heavy Signal Construction
Company {Aviation). On¢ black signal unit
was employed in the China, Burma, and
India (CB)) Theater during WWII. This was
the 430th Hcavy Signal Construction
Company (Aviation). They began work on
the Stillwell Road Overland Pole Line in
mid-1943. Together with a group of
quartermaster troops. 3 few native Indians,
and the all-white 961h Signal Bawalion, they
pushed the pole line from Ledo. [ndia,
across rugged mountains and thick rain
forests to its (erminaling cnd al
Shingbwiyang in the Hukawng Valley of
Northeen Burma by 7 April 1944, Laler in
the war, the men of the 430th were
transferred to the 445th Signa! Construction
Battalion.

The 93d in the South Pacific. A
detachment from the all-black 934
Divisional Signal Company supporicd (he
25th Regimental Combat Team (also black)
when it arrived on Guadalcanal on 17
February 1944. The 93d Signal was among
the third group of 93d Infantry Division
troops (o land on the Solomon Islands.
Later that year. a team of five men from the
93d. under the sole dircction of a sergeant,
installed and operated a communications
svstem on Pie Beach. Hollandia (in
Netherlands New Guinea. now West New
Guinca), for 5 weeks with a minimum of
equipment and under adverse condjtions,

42d in Both Theaters. The all-black 42d
Signal Construction Battalion served in
both the European and Pacific Theaters of
operation in WW(L.'

The 42d shipped to Europc in November
1944, landing at Liverpool, Englang, a
staging area for the Allied European Theater
of Operations. In Europe, the 42d
participated in three battle campaigns—
Ardennes, Centra) Europe. and Rhineland.
In July 1945 the 42d was withdrawn and sent
to the Pacific. When Lhe 42d landed on
Luzon, the Philippines. the war was already
drawing to an end. Operations were set up at

“Base R™ necar the town ol Bulangas.
providing signal support as needed until it
was returned to the Stales.

The Famous 40th. The all~black 40th
Signal Construction Buttalion was reported
1o have a moralc problem laicin 1943, Many
black units suffered from morale problems
as they waited and watched other units
around them ship overscas, These units
often engaged in uscless work or work that
they were not triined for. Mcanwhile, the
skills they had acquired in training grew
dull, as they in turn grew more bitler.

But unlike the 3d Signal Troop and other
units, the 40th finally found itself deploycd
intact and hard @i work In the European
Theatcr of operation supporting the injtial
lodgment and  buildup in Normandy,
France. aflter the D-Day landings on 6 July
1944, I( rcmained and, along with other
signal units, played a vital role n
eslablishing and maintaining communica-
tions throughout the campaign.

WORLD WAR Il EPILOGUE

Other black signal outfits, most of them
signal construction units, scrved overseas in
World War I1. The 25th. 29th. 37th, 4lst,
44(h, 8$3d. and 447th Signal Construction
Baualions were some. Over 700.000 black
troops served during World War 110 and
over 500,000 scrved overscas.,

The transition period between WWI1 and
the Korcan conflict was a period of good
progress for black Americans, in both the
mijlitary and the civilian communitics. On 26
July 1958 President  Truman  signed
Executive Order 9981 which required cqual
opportunity and (reatment in the Armed
Forces, rcpardless of race. In 1949 Edward
B. Howard became the first black signal
officer to graduale from the U.S. Military
Academy.

After WWII, most black signal units werce
disbanded. Most of the black signalmen
were rcleased from service after the war. A
few of those who remained in scrvice after
the war were assigned (o the 29th Signal

Opermiing a message center in the

Sowth Pacific, ¢. 1944-45.
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Construction Battalion, one of the few
signal units in the Army they could be
assigned 10.

Former ISGT George Keith, now retired
and living in Augusta, GA, spent many of his
earlier years of service in the 29th and other
black signal units of the period.

George Keith joined the Regular Army
after the end of WWIIL enlisuing in
November 1945. He had scrved as a draftee
with the 42d in WWI]I. He eventoally found
himsell in Camp Jacksan, SC, assigned toan
all-black provisional training regiment ol
over 6,000 men. Keith, a cable splicer, wag
one of the fewsignalmen in the group during
his stay with the regiment. Eventvally Keith
was assigned to the 29th Signal Baitalion,
which was moved to Fort Blisg, TX.

Keith relates that at Fort Bliss the 29th
was billcted at Donnza Anna Range Camp
Their duties
rehabilitating range pole lines and cable
Among other things, the 29th installed the
first baitalion exchange cable svstem for
telephone subscribers in the newly-built
family gquarters at White Sands Missile
Range, NM.

TRAINING FOR KOREA

On 25 June 1950 the North Koreans
invaded South Korea. The United States
responded by sending air and sca forces ta
the aid of South Korea on June 27th and by
landing ground forces on South Korean
shores on June 30th.

The start of the Korean War necessitated
the activation and Iraining of additional
American units, including black signal units.
A total of 165 enlisted men and 5 officers
were taken from the 29th Signal and formed
into the 272d Signal Construction
Company. Around August 1950 another
~‘gnal construction company, the 261st, was
clivated a1 Fort Bliss. TX, in the same
manner. Likewise, the initial cadre of (he
261st camc from the 29th. The 261st became
a so-called “bastard™ unit under the 29th.

On 16 Scplember 1950 George Keith,
along with approximately (00 othcr cadre,
left the 29th at Fort Bliss and went to Camp
Gordon, GA, where they activated the 401h
Signal Construction Baualion. Later in the
1950's the 29th moved 10 Germany. and the
261st became a part of the newly activated
replacement unit—the 41st Signal
Construction Battalion at Fort Bliss. The
261st shared the same status under the 41st
that it did under the 29th. The 4(st was
primarily a training unit Tor replacements
for black signal units in Korea,

Mecanwhile back at Camp Gordon,
unskilled enlisted men, “0Olers” were
shipped into the 40th around the ¢core of
cadrc from 1he 29th and crained. This
included both basic and advanced individual
training, much like the one-station training
of (oday. In addition to becing the
Southeastern Signal School, Camp Gordon
was then a Signal Corps replacement
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training center, and this training concept
was commonly referred to as “package
traiming.” A few sclect EM's were sent
through 1he lineman’s course at Gordon.
SGM George Harris. then a private,
presently stationed at Bad Tolz, Germany,
was one of those students. Says SGM
Harris, “We were trained in the same
classroom with white soldiers, but had to sit
at the rear of the room."”

e, =
130t George Keith (rei.). lefi. and
SGM Gevrge Harris served in ull-black
signal outfuis prior (o the integration of

Jorces.

In October 1950 George Keith and several
other men on loan from the 40th activated
the 258th Signal Construction Company at
Gordon. The 258th initially consisted of
only three men: [SGT Keith: LT Niblock,
the CO; and SGT Steven Early, the mess
scrgeant. aver a period of time, fillers came
in and trained, and the unit evcntually
reached full strength.

Although the 40th was thoroughly trained
and atiained [ull strength, it did not go lo
Korea. Instead it found itsell headed Tor
Germany. In January 1952 the 40th sailed in
10 days from Hampton Roads, VA, (o
Bremecrhaven, Germany, ending up in
Kaufbeuren—ncar the Alps in southern
Germany. When the 40th  arrived  at
Kaulbeuren, the all-black 2%1h Signal
Construction Battalion was already there. In
fact. the 29th and the 40th Signal Battalions
were (he only two American units stationed
in Kaufbeuren al the 1ime, [n March 1952
the 40th Ninally moved (o Neureut Kasernic
in Ncureut, Germany. near Karlsruhe.

The unit insignia (crests) ol all-black
signal unils werc quite interesting. These
crests usually sporled two colors—black anil
orange. Black indicated an all-black unit,
while orange identified the unit as signal. In
addition, some unit crests included at Icast
one pole with a crossarm which identified
thosc units as signal construction units. The
crests of some units even featured some
symbol (o indicate the unit's state o( origin,
such as a peach for the staic of Georgia.

POLES AND LINES
TO GLORY

On the Korcan batdeficld. scveral all-
black signal units moved at the call, as did
the usuval contingent of all-black fighting
units: elements of three infantry regiments, a
tank batialion, and a field artillery battation.
Ope of these units, the

272d Signal &

Construction Company, “large base,” went
to Korea in 1950 during the invasion to
support the Ist Marine and Ist Cavalry
Divisions. The 272d was one of the so-called
“separate” signal outfits. It operated
independently of a mother signa) battalion.

The all-black 403d Signal Construction
Battalion was stationed at Camp Nara,
Japan, when thc Korean War started. The
403d went to Korea in the early )950%s in
support of 8h Army Korea.

Two other black signal units active during
the Korcan War era were the 261h Signal
Battalion and the 474th Signal Aviation
Construction Company. The 26th served in
Korea Jater, after the invasion, and the 4741h
was stationed in Japan.

INTEGRATION OF FORCES

A significant change 10 come oul of the
Korean War was the integration of the
Armed Forces. The initial integration of
forces in Korea, however, was not the result
of some great social experiment, nor was it
an attempt to bring social and cconomic
cquality to blacks. Instead it was the most
practical, economical. and effcctive way to
utilize black manpower. Segregated units
were awkward to administer in the rapid-
moving combat situations of the Korcan
War. Segregation had 10 vield to thc morc
important demands of combat.

Eighth Army personnc! began 1o assign
blacks to understrength white units in carly
1951. Some black signalmen were infused
into  previously all-whilc signal units.
Even though some initial frictions did occur,
integrated troops performed better than
segregated ones, and hostility and tension
between whites and blacks did not rcach the
proportions previously learcd.

Integration started at Fort Bliss with the
activation of the 41st Signal Baualion. The
261st Signal Company became one of the
first black signal wunits to completely
integrate its ranks. Around Junc 1952, white
soldicrs were infused into the 26 Ist around a
corc of about a dozen blacks who remained
after most all the original members of (he
unit had becn shipped to Korea or otherwise
sent into formerly all-white unils.

As the integration of forces continued in
Korea, integration likewise proceeded in
Europe. The 40th Signal Batalion started
integrating in August 1952 ar Neureul,
Germany. Later, part of the all-white 315th
Signal was brought in1o the 40th. Onc black

Fromt fefi: MSG Herbert Y.
Denmark; 1LT Josephine
Alexander: CSM Carl M.

Hoimes: BG Emmet Paige, Jr.;
and COL Jimmy King.




officer assigned (o the 40th in the 1950°s was
a young lieutenant named Emmett Paige. Ir.
Other signal units in Germany allaincd
integration in much the same manner that it
was attained in Korea. Some signal units did
not attain full imegration until well after the
end of the Korcan War.

The Korcan War officially ended on 27
July 1953 with the signing of the Armistice at
Panmunjom. Korea marked a turning point
for the black soldicr in the Armed Forces,
and (rom that point forward the lot of the
black soldicr progressively improved. LT
Gerald W. Carprew, West Point Class of
1953, and (he third black signal officer to
graduate (rom the academy, served in the
divisian signal office of the 9th I[nfantry
Division in Korea after he graduated from
the academy. Few blacks were assigned to
division signal sections at that time. The
Armcd Forces finally attained full
integration by 31 Ociober 1954,

FROM THE DELTA
TO THE DM2Z

Black communicators served from the
Declta to thc Demihtarized Zonc (DMZ) in
Victnam, mostly under the auspices of the
Ist Signal Brigade. the dominant signal
authority in Vietnam. Thanks 1o the lessons
learncd in Korca, the black soldier was fully
and [recly cmployed in Victnam. He served
as a member of every signal unitin Victnam,
and at nearly every level as well. In Vietnam,
blacks and other American soldiers served
side-by-side in a common bond of
camaraderie, duty, mutual dependence,
equality. and respect never expericnced or
observed before. But paradoxically,
Amcrican  soldiers in  Vietnam werc
influenced by the very complex social.
moral, and cultural conflicts occuring in the
United States. These conflicts threatened to
break the very fiber of the American cffortin
Vietnam. and threatened 10 offsct the gains
achicved by the mutual cfforts of all
American soldiers. But the Vietnam War is
now history. The black soldier did scrve
there, and he is fiercely proud of his record,
particularly as a communicator.

WHO’s WHO
A list of noteworthy blacks in
communications-electronics in today's

Army sounds like a “who’s who in the Signal
Corps.” MSG Herbert W. Denmark is an air
traffic controller at Libby Field, Fort

| Huachuca. AZ. ILT Joscphine Alexanderis
command information radio-TV officer for

IFlhe Public Affairs Office. Fort Lec, VA.

| School

| Incidently,  her videolape production
“Women in the Military™ won the
TRADOC Golden Eyc Award for

cxcellence in television production. CSM
Carl M. Holmes was recently command
sergeamt major of the 304th Signal Batlalion
at Kimpo. Korca, and is now assigned as
CSM at the Ist Signal Training Brigade a1
Fort Gordon. COL Homer Pelitt, Jr., is
chief of the Plans Division, Command and
Conirol Technical Center, Defcnse
Communications Agency, Washington,
DC. 1SGT Lcon Reynoldsis first sergeant of
the 20Ist Signal Support Company at
Hoechst, Germany. COL James E. Wyattis
project manager, Single Channel Ground
and Airborne Radio System (SINCGARS).
CPT William B. Bradley is signal officer of
the 197th Infantry Brigade, Fort Benning,
GA.

BG Emmett Paige. Jr., made history on 24
March (976 by bccoming the first black
genera) officer in the |16-year cxistence of
the U.S. Army Signal Corps. BG Paige is
presently commander of both the Army
Communications Systems Agency and Lhe
Communications-Electronics  Engincering
Installation Agency at Fort Huachuca, AZ.
(Clifforg Alexander, although not signal,
recently became the first black ever
appoinied as Secrctary of the Army.)

The “Home of the Signal Corps” itself, the
U.S. Army Signal Center and Fort Gordon,
GA. is proud of its distinguished black
communicators. COL Jimmy King. who
served as School Brigade commander and
dircctor of the Signal School's Directorate
of Training, has recently departed for the 5th
Signal Command, Worms, Germany, where
he is deputy chief of staff for logistics. CSM
Willard E. Preddy is the School Brigade
command sergeant major. COL Willie L.
Davis was chiefl of the school's Matcriel
Systems Development Division, and was
recently assigned to a TRADOC systems
manager slo. CSM Ervin L. Spruill is
command sergeant major for the Signal
School. SGT Charleen Coleman is 1eam
chicf of the Signal Corps Promolion Tecam,
USASIGS, a traveling team that promotes
the Signal Corps to high school and
vocational school students all over the

United States. SGM George Harris, lormer
Brigade S4. is now the school
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commandant of the 7th Army Combined
Army Training Center at Bad Tolz,
Germany. The list could continue.

SERVING PROUDLY

Every black signal uni( that served is not
featured here, nor is a full account of their
actions and deeds presented. A more
thorough investigation would most surely
reveal a fuller account. The black soldier in
the Signal Corps has comc a long way from
W. Hallett Greene to Emmett Paige, Jr., but
the progress that he has achieved in doing so
has been well worth the trip. Black
communicators now scrve in every Signal
Military Qccupational Specialty. They have
proven themselves equal to any test, and
thcy continue making strides in securing
their human rights.

Black soldiers helped write Signal Corps
history, and the rich heritage of the Signal
Corps is their heritage too. They sharein the
grea( pride and espritof the corps, and—like
all other members of the Corps—they, oo,

serve proudly. @

SFC Sammuel A. Barney works as an
iHustrator and training marerial
analyvzerfwriter at the Signal School’s
Directorate of Training Developmem. The
19-yedr carver-long communicator is an
award~winning artist and poet, and has
held assignmenis inwriting, designing, and
iltustrating military prublications. He s
instructor qualificd and was selected (o
write the MOS proliciency test for his
MOS 2 years siraight. SFC Barnes holds
MOS’s 31Z4H, 31M4H, aned 8§1CH0. He is
a distinguished graduaie of the 3d Army
NCO Academy and of signal Advanced
NCOES. He wrote the poemt 1 Am the
Signal Corps” (TAC, Fall 1976), schich is
narrated by Mr. Harry Reasoner and
mncluded on a vinvl soundsheer in ihis
issue. SFC Barnes received a B.A. degree
in art through the Army Bootsirap
Progran, and he plans 1o pursue a master's
degree upon his retirement from the Army.

THE ARMY COMMUNICATOR
welcomes any additional information on
the black signal soldier. including unit
histories. personul experiences and
achievements, photographs, and
documens.
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In our Swmmer 1977 issue
on pages 44 and 45, several
photographs were incorrectly
identified. The individuals are,
Jrom left: CSM Carl M.
Holmes: MSG Herbert W.
Denmark; LT Josephine
Alexander; COL Jimmy King;
and BG Emmet Paige, Jr.
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