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g 24 The Home of

Corps

by Carol E. Rios

Sgt. James B Allen, U5, Army
Signal Corps, arrived in Augusta,
Georgia, on October 19, 1870 and sel
up shop at 17 Melntosh Street, near
Broad. Fortuniately, for both the city
and the Signal Corps, early events
were not indicative of the relationship
that would follow, Sgt, Allen left
Awngusta little more than a year lajer
after being relieved for neglect of
duty. He was soon replaced by Sgt. J.
I, Lane,

Allen, Lane, and the other Signalers
who served in Augusta until around
15490 were all weather observers.
Although the Signal Corps was
responsible for the construction,
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CLOCKWISE FROM BOTTON: Intersection of Chamberlain (7th) Avenue and maintenance, and operation of
33rd street at Fort Gordon as it appeared in 1941, Camp Hanecock in 1918, An thnus:mc_!s ﬂi. mﬂﬁ,’ of
AC - Wright Airplane in 1808. communications lines along our

nation’s western frontier, its primary
concern between 1870 and 15890 was
providing the country with its first
weather service, Augusta’s colocation
with rail linez and the Savannah
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River mpclo 68 o of tho fivst 25 aties
i Bsive o pesident weathermnn.

The Departmani il A ulture ook
aver Lhe wepther sprvice in 1891, and
Ll !-'.m:nu.l arpH mmnd Anfusia Anw
little of each otler unti]l dhortly after
the Wrizht brothers opetol o winler
pwiation school there i LRLE The
Wrightz thought so much of Augusta
thit Wilbor Tecommaended 11 us an
svaition trnining sile to L., Jomes
AMber, chief of the Signal Corps. Since
Josing this wentler serviee, thi: Clarps
Jaed |_||..-|'||-'|'I|'|.| Army aviation with the
pestinge of the Wright Flyver in 1807,

The Signal Corpe opened an
aviation Eroaieng srhonl on the
Geonee Barnes farm on-Augusia’s
Sanad Bar Ferry Hoad in 1911 Many
avintion iluminnries tradeed e
including HS, “Hap™" Arnold of World
War 11 fame. He ond others practiced
niahit fyving nnd aernl photography
in four of the Signal Corps” five
anirplanes. The aviators roturned for
the wintes of 1912 before finding o
rikee subtsible ellmate in San Diego,
Califormie

While the Signal Corps woald ni
potirn Lo Augrest until 1945, the city
supported the training offorts of both
Waorld War and 11 In preparation for
ihi first war, Comp Honeock, near
present doy Daniel Village, hoised a
tatal of G doughboys betwean

16607 and 18009, It was Warld War 11,
hiwiver, belfare Aagustn beeame the
bormie for permmiinant military
ineinlinlons

Preparations for the wikr hsmaghi
pocar theoaaamid men and one hundrid
pivplanes to Divndel Field in
September, 1940, They were Inter
inapecied by Army Adr Corpsl Lign,
'|_|"-|||" Arnotd, ang of twor remining
Army pilots who coulid troce his
beginnings 1o the Bipnul Corpa.

i Avintion hocimme a separte branch
of the Army in 1HIE)

As World War 11 escabnied, the
Auagustn prsenl bgnn producing
hombmights snd other lens
instrumenis, while over ning
thousand workers began constructing
Camp Gordon on Tobacco Road, At
thi it bier enad ol Tobuccn Hoad, the
Gievrgin Aoro: Tech Sehool was
training Army pilois amd soon
\'|‘|.||:|_|:|;|| shs e Lo HIIHI‘I. Field in
hamor of Donald ©, Bugh, an
inatructor killed in m tradning Might at
the focility

Ihiring World War 11, Camp Gordon
traind the combot soldiers of the 4th
and S6th Infaniry and the 106k
Armored Divisions. (Tt so happined
that at ane time il three units servd
undher Gen, George Patton, when the
{ikh mnd the B6th joined with

Rignal Corps soldiees woith an eonly mdel of the PRC T4,

slemmonts of the 4y Diviaton Lo bl
thee [Sevrrmnmm ol raive i L Ar |l nies
ot Bastogne.) When tho war ended,
thi post served principally asa
soparntion center for approximately
A peaplie, mastly tearpinns sl
Siuth Coarolininns returning home
from the war, ns a LLS. dizoplinary
barricks, ond s @ prisoner of wiar
Cump (or Crerman and [tnlinn i il i
gaptiersd in Europ

{nmp Gordon was practically
deserted from late 1947 until the fall
af 1946 swhen the Arny anmoanced
that m Sipnal Corps troining center
would be established, About the same
tarren, BE WA il&i |l|'|1]':II|I"'-:k {had the
Military Police School would miove
hiere From Carlisle Bareacks,
Pennsvivania. During the Korean
War, Signnl netivities ot Gordon
inelualedd the Signal Heplace
Center, the Soulheastern Signal
Soehonl, and the Signal Unit Trainimg
Liromgs,

During the Vietnam o, e mnd
pdvanced incividwal teaining
returned to Fort Gordon with the
activation of the TS Army Training
Cienter (infanteyh nne the P2
soiddition of the 4th AIT Brigoads (M
The same vear, all activities of the
Sienal Corps Tratning Center ot Forg
Ciosrdon wirs r|~||:rr.:.|.|:|.l.-'t'-|| undier thie
Louthenstem Signal Schiol, For the
et eighit yoenrs, Fort Gordon's foir
brigades provided combat-neady
soldiers for duty In Yieinonm

Fallowing the Army's decision (o
relocats the Military Police School ail
Forrt MeClellan nnd to'move L
Siprnal Sehioal feom Fort Monmaouths,
M Jorsey, the post was desigmnted
s the U8, Army Signal Center and
Ford Dardon on Celobaee 1, 1974
Today, the LS, Army Signal Center
wndd Fort Gordon teains more sobdicrs
than any ather Branch troiming center
i the United States Army and 15
'.r||_|:-' the “Hume of the Ht|_:||z|| :1I|rFIH o

The Story of Augrsta, (Richmond
County Board of Education, 1980} by
e, Edward o, Cashim, s an
invalunble source of informakion 1m
the proparntion of this article,

K. Rins dn Kignnl Curba hiaferiaen mi
Fart frordan, i
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