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UPPER LEFT: Men of the 4th Signal battalion replace local ecircuits for
_ corps headquarters after a fire disrupted communications. LOWER LEFT:
A platoon leader contacts company headquarters by radio as his men
move in on their objective. UPPER INSET: AN/GRC-26 of the 71st Signal
Service Battalion supplies communications facilities for X Corps CP at
Wonsan, 31 October 1950. LOWER INSET: While watching for snipers,
Signal Corps linemen install communications for the 1st Cavalry
Division. ABOVE: A construction crew from the GMQ Long Lines Signal
Group works on cable in the Pusan area.

Those
Crazy

Signal
Joes

by Carol E. Rios

In a particularly bloody skirmish,
forward of the Chosen Reservoir,
Korea, Signalers earned the respect of
their comrades in combat arms. Those
“Crazy Signal Joes,” as they were
sometimes called, were from the 4th
Signal Battalion. Fighting side by
side with elements of the 10th Corps
and the U.8. Marines, they battled,
unsuccessfully in this instance, to
hold Hagaru-ri, a tiny bit of Korean
turf that was the arrowhead of
advancing U.S. forces. As described
by an infantry observer, the
Signalers, under heavy enemy fire,
kept “laying line like nothin’s
happening.”

The unconventional warfare and
resultant need for highly mobile
forces during the Korean Conflict
placed demands on the Signal Corps
that it had never faced before. The
Corps as a whole met the challenges
of Korea with the help of recent
technological advances—which
included VHF radio, improved radar,
and the development of the Army
Area Communications System.
However, the photos on these two
pages depict the efforts of a few of
those “Crazy Signal Joes,” as each
individually rose to meet the
challenge.

Ms, Rios is a Signal Corps historian at
Fort Gordon, Ga.
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