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A Fort Apache Signalman
Privase Will C, Ba 7.5, Signal
by Carol E, Rios ¥ : ';m ifrum ﬂli:u::‘u ussal Faingpheams
Adventure, training. teavel—all Attempting to quell the fear of Sy WHLC: Marp _I
reasons Lo join todoy's Signal Corps, imminent Indisn attack among those . ey

But how was it for o/ young enlistee in
15797 That was the veur thot Second
Clans Private (lnter whint) Will
Croft Barnes enlisted in the Signal
Corps {or Signnl Serviee, s it was
then known) for n term of five vears.
Will was o talented man. Throwghout
his long ciureer he would, at various
timas. be o soldier, rincher, legislator,
forester-conservalionist, and
fortunntely for us, o wriler,

In his biography, Apaches and
Longhorns (University of Arizona
Press, 1982, Will gives s o glimpse of
the life of o 5Eﬂﬂn|m|1.h an the western
frontier, Will was no sirnnger to the
wiest, Born (5 San Francuoo in 1855,
he spoent his earliest vears at Gold
Hill, s Nevada mining camp.
Nevertholoss, he diil peem taken
nhack as he traveled through Tueson,
which he describid ns "o sorry-
looking Mexican town,” on his train,
etagecoach, and pack train jourmey ta
hiz second Signal Sorvice nasignment
at Fort Apache in the Arironn
territory tn 1850,

At Fort Apache, Will applied the
training he hod leormied ot Fort
Whipple (now Ford Myer), Virginia,
He signaled with fing, torch, and
telegraph and observed and reparted
the weather to the office of the Chief
of Signal in Washington, DUC. Most
impuortantly, durmg his stny ot Fort
mﬁehe. Wil brought distinction o

Will relates, in Apaefies and
Lorghorrs, that Apache reatlpssness
reached a crisia situntion in 1881
wihen o medicine man called “Nock-
aye-de-Klinny™ began prediciing the
departure of the white man and the
Indians' return to power, Tension
inereazed nfter Nock-aye-da-Kli
oonvinced o local tribe that he had &
magic ahirt impervious to the while
man's bullets, On Aupgust 289 1881,
Will'e commander, General Carr, set
out with nll 60 of Fort Apache's
available troops to capture the
troublemaker.
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remaining behind at the fort, Will
voluntarily climbed n 2,000-foot mesn
nearky and wsed his signal ags o
alert the post 16 Indian movements,
Fortunately for them all, Will was
anon able to regaert thee return of Gen-
eral Care’s pirty, They had completed
their mission that resulted in the
death of Nock-aye-di-Klinny.

It would be gometime, howiever,
hefore peiick wis restored af Fort
Apache, As the result of his bravery
in o akirmish with the Apaches on
Seplember 11, 1881, Will Croft Barnes

hit losting recmgnition to himselr
anel his branch by betoming one of
five Signal Corps’'members to win the
Medal of Hirar,

Ma, Riva in a Sigrad Corpe histoenan af
Fort Gordon, (7a,
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