Nonsupport of Family Members
1. REFERENCES.
a. AR 608-99, Family Support, Child Custody, and Paternity.
b. DOD 7000-14-R, Vol 7A, Pay and Entitlements Manual.
c. AR 20-1, Inspector General Activities and Procedures.
2. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY POLICY. 
a. Financial nonsupport of Family members is an official matter of concern. This is a command issue.
b. Soldiers are required to manage their personal affairs in a manner that does not bring discredit upon himself or herself or the United States Army. This responsibility includes:
(1) Providing adequate support for their Family members.
(2) Complying with all court orders.
(3) Maintain reasonable contact with Family members to ensure that their financial needs and welfare do not become official matters of concern for the Army. 
(4) Conducting themselves in an honorable manner with regard to parental commitments and responsibilities.
c. Soldiers must provide child support and/or alimony under the following circumstances:
(1) Court orders regarding child support, alimony, and paternity. 
(2) The financial support provisions of a written support agreement in the absence of a court order.
(3) If a married Soldier does not have a court order or written agreement, the Soldier must comply what the minimum support provisions of AR 608-99, paragraph 2-6.
d. Soldiers cannot use their military status or assignment to deny financial support to Family members or to evade court orders concerning child support or custody.
e. The provisions of AR 608-99 are intended as interim measures until the parties involved arrive at a mutual agreement or resolve the differences in court.
f. Violations of the minimum support requirements of AR 608-99, paragraph 2-4, or child custody provisions of paragraph 2-5 are punishable under Article 92, UCMJ.
g. Minimum support is defined as an amount of money equal to the Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH Type II) at the "with dependents rate" for which the Soldier is eligible. However, a Soldier's entitlement or lack of entitlement to such allowances has no relationship to his/her obligation to provide support. 
h. Soldiers that fall into arrears without legal justification or excuse are in violation of AR 608-99. The Soldier will pay arrears based on court orders or written support agreements immediately. Commanders can arrange installment payments if payment or lump sum is impractical. Failure to comply with court orders or written support agreements can result in:
(1) Garnishment of the Soldier's pay account. 
(2) Initiation of an involuntary allotment against the Soldier's pay account. See Involuntary Allotments.
(3) Contempt of court proceedings.
(4) Recoupment of BAH Type II received by the Soldier.
i. Soldiers in arrears based on minimum support requirements (no court order) should be encouraged to pay the amount in arrears. However, they cannot be ordered to pay this amount.
3. COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITIES. 
a. Inform their Soldiers of the DA policy on support of Family members.
b. Process and respond to complaints of nonsupport in accordance with AR 608-99, paragraph 3-1.
c. Counsel Soldiers when nonsupport complaints are brought against them.
d. Respond to all official messages and correspondence concerning nonsupport claims.
e. Conduct inquiries into allegations of nonsupport.
f. Take appropriate action against Soldiers that fail to comply with AR 608-99 or lawful orders based on that regulation. Confer with the Staff Judge Advocate if there are any questions concerning "appropriate actions." These actions include, but are not limited to, the following:
(1) Denial of Re-enlistment.
(2) Letter of Reprimand.
(3) Administrative Separation from the service.
(4) Recoup BAH Type II.
(5) Nonjudicial Punishment under Article 15, UCMJ.
(6) Court-Martial.
4. POINTS OF CONTACT. 
a. Staff Judge Advocate (SJA).
b. Inspector General.
