The most
sophisticated
technology will come
lo a dead halt if its
battery runs down,
and it will be too late
to order more or to
wait for a recharge.
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It will be too late (o
think about ordering
or charging batteries
when and if the
halloon goes up.

The field artillery has fielded 2
number of hittery-using systems in
the revent venrs, The TACFIRE svs:
tierm b requiremenis ot oll levels,
The KG=i Secure deviee ased with
TACFIRE oses the BA-UATY hat our
ipertienee hos shown that for this
swstem the consumption rate (s
i hmast twice that of Vinson
eqpuipment. The Digital Mossage
Phowiee (T used by the Five
Suppeort Teams (FIST) for TAUFIRE
arie mostly vehicularly powered hut
airborne, e assault and light
infantey units will use them in boattery
powered configurations, The hattories
avatlable nre the rechargable BR-557
and the lithinem BA-GSST, Recharging
the T battories reguires prior
jrlannimg so ns to insure sulficient
initinl batteries for deployment and
sulisequent ose. The Ground Lasor
Laweaitor Plesignantor (GLLDY is anothor
FIST neset now being wsed in the
artillery that hos baitery
Fequiremonta. Agnin, primornly
viehitcularly powered, the GLLD ean
e thir BR-T0M pechorgabile when
nevesanry, The GLLDY night sight,
previnusly mentivned, vees the BR
el rechnrgable ns its power source.
The PP-T286 U charger was
vrginally intended for the MDD,
Gl amd mikght sight hatteries, IL s
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nod eorrently available and is mostly
reploced by locally manufnctured
substitutes or amaller, loas verantile
chargers. Neither are really ndequate
for field uee. The Laser Bangefinder
GVES uses the HE-516 and the
charging eapanbility for thot is found
only at the Irect Suppart
Muointenance. Prior coordination to
insure that this cquipment will be
available is éssentinl, Before vou
deploy to the Mational Training
Conter INTC) or wherever be sure that
vour gapport unit is bringing it
charger, You will also need o address
the guesiton of charging during
operationg and how the batteries will
flow from the FISTs up front back to
the support nres and back ugp front
gk,

It will be too late o think alb=sut
ordering or charging hoabteries when
and if the balloon goes up. 've tried to
identify the moin areds of batlery
logistics and maintenance. [Us a
gubjoct that may requine additional
coordination with your support units
and maoterinl management center so
that they are sware of the importance
of batteries to your mission, Seme leg
amd poprrwork now, though, will pay
ofT in the fuiure,

Capt, Cunzsd is CESD for the 23514
Field Artillery, 28th fnfantry Dhidsion af
Fi. Stewarr, Georgie, e enliated as an
infantryman in 1977 and aftended OCS tn
158D, He (s ales g graduade of ORC, GAC
aand CESCH



