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- To the Americen, Korea is 2 curlous land where old ren
wear funny little transperent high hets thst =it on top of their
heads, where women weser turned-up shoes end the walstlines of
their costumes correspond to the bustline, where square-riggzed
Tishing boats have orsnge-tinted ==ils, end where every shanty
seems 10 lave electric light and no plurbing at =11,

Thus —g is fitting thet if there were any place in the
world whers Americnn Army Signel Corps officers would find then-
gelves in the extreordinary role of edministering = nstional
postal system, & vast life insurence business end a naticn's
broadcesting system, all under the head of corrunicstions, that
place would be Korea.

And thet, in the crisp Korean wintesr of 1945, is what is
taking place. -

Shortly after the Jespznese surrender, the XTIV Corpt, as-
signed to ocoupy this country thet hed been under Jespsnese dou-
inetion for 35 years, bepan trying to contsct the Jepanese mili-
tary there by radio, on 25 August, TFor hours, operstors, not
knowing the cesll letters of any of the Jaranese stations in the
land, ocslicd Korea, over end over sgein, in Esno, the Jepanese
Morse Code, without response,

Finally, a Japanese operster ("with a fist like & foot on
his key," the Zmericen radiomen said) sent s reply. Through his
station, near the Koreen cepital, the XXIV Corps contacted 1Lt Gen
Yoshito Kezuki, comrianding the Imperiel Army in Korea,

Genersl Emzukl sgreed to surrender his forces uncondition-
ally to the Americans in saccordance with the Imperiasl Rescript.

Did he speask for all military forees in Kores, he was aslked,
No, k- did not sgpeak for thke Imperial Navy.

Well, could he?

No, he ocould not.

Then who could?

Thet would be Viee Admirel Gisaburo Yamsguehi, who was &t
Jinsen, the ssaport of the cepitsl, a few miles sway.

80, there was another delay while 5 message was cerried to
Admirsl Yamepuchi, who readily sgreed to surrendsr,

But, it developed, neither the Genersl nor the Admirel could

speak Tor the military government., So & third messezo was cleered

to Genersl Nobuyuke Abe {Imperial Army, Retired), the governor
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generel, snd when le hed willingly replied with kis surrender by -
redio, Corps nede finel preparstions to rove up fron the sceng of
its lsst Lard-Tought victory, on bzrren Oxinswa.

Fut before the tovement, tke new radio chennel carried the
estonighing request from the Jepanese generel for more Ancricsen
propegands lesflets t6 be showered upon his srea. After the sur=
render, Anericen borbers had begun dropping lesflets over Korea,
telling the people our forces vere coming snd to Xeep the peasce
until we errived. Fut the peace, in Korea, was enforced by ths
Jeranese, snd the Koresns were irpetient for indenendence (they
gtill ere, but that is a lster phase of the Etary}. There kad
been deronstretions and bloodshed when Jap troops opened fire asg
they elweys had in the past st the slishtest sign of Xoresn up-
rising. oo Gerneral Kazulki was very glad to sce the Arericzn borbe
ers for e change, snd the hpnericens, anxious to end 811 strife,
obliged hir with more lesflet boubsrdmconts.

On 4 Septeiber, three B«25's carricd the asdvesnce element of
Corps to Ioree, including & Sigamal Corps ceptzin who was Corps
Wire Yfficer. e irvediately esteblished cireuits over the native
wire systerm tetween Keilo, the capitsl, snd Jinsen, the scaport,
some 85 pilc3 to the weet, vhere thc ameriecar troods vwere to lend.
Keijo end Jdinsen arc thi &ePuuﬂsﬂ nerss for these cities, but ell
Korean tovns heve et lesgt thvo nermes, Japznece end ..0rean, snd.
gometizes 2 Chinese neme es well, Keijo (pronounced EAY-Jjo) is
Jdapenese, whilc the Koresn nspme is Seoul (pronounced the gsrme as
sole) snd the Chinesc is Kyongzeon (pronounced g spelled). The
Jepanese Jinsen beecoprs Chermulpo in Forean &and Inchon in Chinese.

Twio deys efter the first sdvence psriy, & olgnel ﬁnrps ldicu-
tenent ith 8 redio teem end a dismentled SCR-399, & FE=-75 power
unit @nd en entenne cut to frequeney, arrived in e C-47 trsnsport
plene 1o e€eteblish sll-apericen chennels to Okinswe end the Cormend
Bhip Cetootin (or AGC 5).

~ Reinforced by his entire unit of cight culisted ren, the
lieutenent marched up to the sentry who stood vith Tixed boyonet
et Jepencse apny —esdquarters (the Jepenesc hed ssked, =nd been

*granted, pocrmission by radio to retein their 2rns to broteot thems

géclves fror the EKoresns), end dornsnded throush cn interpreter, o
sec "the Officer-in-cherge®,

The 5iznal Corps unit felt ouite a bit outaumbered, to put it
rildly, =nd they s8ll sgrecd later thet the viprsth of the éday did
not justify the perspiretion in the pslms of thelr hends &nd on
their forehemds es tl.ey wure ushered into the cidst of hunidreds of
the hating snd hetcd nen they led been Tichting not Esny days
hefore.

The "officer-in-cherge® turned out to be Lt Gen Kezuki who
appeared nore too Lerpy &t vhkst hc thouginlt wag the prosnect of
heving to currendcr to & liecutensnt, But the licutenept toldé him
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he was only intercsted in their rsdqio station. He did not state,
until he was teken to 1%, what his interest was. Then he wWent
about teking 1t over and putting it in operstion Tor the U. S.
Forces. The first regponss from Corps headquarters was more com—
forting tnen a long-delayed lettsr from home. To the isolated
1ittle group of Signelmen it was like the G-men arriving as the hert
was sbout to be put on the spot in & gangster movie.

The Japanese proved gracious hosts, within their limitstions
until Corps errived on 9 September, after a landing at Chemulpo
the day before. ©Soon after that, the transmitter site was moved
to the Japanese radio station at Fubel, a Tew milss awsy. Lack of
erystals made most of the Jepanese equipment st Fuhel ineperable.
Jerry rigging esnd cannibslizing cnsbled part of it to be usecd end
erystals were ordsred to meke the rest operable.

Wire channels consisted originslly of two telzphones on the
desk of the hotel used as Corps Heedguarters, to the 7th Divislon
et Chemulpo. supplemented by rsdio. The two original instruments
were dincresced to six by the time the 101st Signal Battalion ar=-
rived with a mobile switchboord in a truck, which it sct up in an -
alley edjoining the ‘hotel, It also set up radio channels to Tokyeo,
Manila and Okinsva over 3CR 399s. ¢

From there on, toectical communications developed normslly to
cover Arny Corvice Oomend 24 and the divisions —— 6th, 7th and
40th —— as they took over thelir assigned areas througliout EKores be-
low the 38th Parellcl.

The 38th Persllcl is & line that was tc assume increasing sig-
nificeance to the American Oceupation Forces. That wes the line of
demargation between the Russian end American occupetion troops in
Kores agrecd upon by the two governments. ZIncouraged by General
MacArthur, Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, who in turn was
State Department policy, the ZXIV Corpes prepared to set up close
l1iaison with our Russian allies. The first inkling they rsceived
of how theilr liesison efforts werc to be reccived wes when the
Russisns chopped off sll comrunicstions st the 38tk Porallel.

That wes the foundation of & wall of mystery thc Rusalens
erected along the predelermined houndary, end slthough the wall
leaked with lurid tales, largely unconfirmed, 1ittle substantiated
informstion has been obtained up to this writing of what there is
behind thet well.

&An underground ceble ran from lanchuris, the length of Kores,
gonnecting vwith s subnerine cable gt Pusan that affordecd a vire
link to Jasp.un, snd therc wore onern wire fscilities as well, but the
Russians opened only onc wire cirecuit to the South, end &% the bor-
der they pisced a switeoh so that, before the american commsnding
genersl could eall the Russisn comrander, = Russlen Army offiesr a2t
the border had to be convinced first that the call should be switeh-
€d throuch,
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‘Beceusc of the languanme differences between the two occupying

foress, the Amerlcans suggcsted that a Russien redio tesm be stet-
ioned in our srca to orerate with their hesdquarters snd sn Ameri-
¢an team be sent to the Russian eres. The Russizns msgrecd &nd a
Signal Corps licutenant from XXIV Corps sccorpenicd an meriean
Iisison party to the Russian hcedquarters.

While the renking Amcricen officeirs in the liaison paerty werc
'present, discussing many phascs of the occupation with the Russisns.
the Xleutensnt wes extended every courtesy end guardedly sllowed
the frecdom of the arce. DBut when the other Anerican officers de-
pertcd, the radio team 8till had not bhecn shown where it was to
gct up operetion, and he remsined bechind.

"From chen on," he stated leter, ™I was 'cscortod! wherever
I went by a2 Russiasn major. My neals werc served in my roon and the
Russians made it quitc plein thoere were things they did not intend
to lot me sce. They were generally courtcous - and they kipt mo:
well supplicd with liquor - but whenever I wantcd to go anyvhere,
the Russian rajor showed 1up, guiding nme ewey from installatilons.
Onee, a Rusuian woman officer came to sce mc,; sarihg she wanted to
refrcesh her knowledge of BEnglish, 2nd asked me rmany questions abouw
our fﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ. I didn't tcll her saything that wesn't public knows
ledga.

Wanother tire, I ssw 2 Russisn mobilc radio eet, and, because
mogt of tho Russisn equipnecnt I Lsd seen before wes amecricen lend-
lesse stuff, likc SCR 399s, I wss curious stout it. I welked over
to the truck end vess sbout to step inside for s look when the Maj-
or eppesrcd and toolk my srn snd welked mc in tho other direcction,”

* The licutensnt finally left befors the Arcriean radio tean
hed sgt up for operstions, with whet he felt vies the subtle en-
couragcmont of the Ruselsns, The team wes finally put on &n OpLr-
gtive basiz, but the e¢xtent of their duties was 1little more than a
regular contact with our ststion and a report of "nothing doiag™.
Heecesity for any traffic had sl1l but dlssnrecarcd when repested
eéfforts st lisison invariably got hung up on the Russien comcander
polite explanstion thet ho was powerless to sct cxecent on orders
fron Moscov. '

leantire, the Amcrican enlistcd ricn were housed vith Russian
troops in ¢ berrscks quartering mele signel soldicrs on the firsg
Ticor end svofen signel soldlers on the scoond. The Russisns re-
ported that the vomcn in the Russlen Army are not scprogeated like
our WACS, end the Ianfentryvomen, cgpeeislly, ruscnt any corparison
with Lalo, insisting thcy ere zoldicrs doing the seme job as the
nen. The americen soldiers wore well trcated, end often trested =
with vodke - and hed littlc to do.

If the Russisn attitudc complicsted the purcly militory as-
pects of occupetion, it doubly compliceted tho civil government,
Which became a broblem child of the ameriean irny es soon &s it
moved in. The Unitecd Netions hed promised Korcs frecdom snd inds-
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'panﬂtnae "3 due course" aftcr its 35 years of Japsnese ﬂ;,

To gonerelize on whet the Xoresns thenselves wanted, wuuim;,i5
an ungefe device for & currcnt historian inssmuch as 87 different |
political partics registercd below the 38th Pasrallel soon efter

T. S. occupetion (the fizure, it is believed, will be greetly re—
dueed upon ‘¢close Exsﬁinatiﬂnj but there wes no doubt of ognsider=. |
able dissetisfaction over the division of the country betweca the |

Russiens and Americens, snd there wag a genersl impatiencc over
the time required to rid the country of the Jaspenesc end to turn
the government over teo the Korecens.

The reasons for this state of affeirs werc roeficcetid as wicll
in the civil governcent's Division of Comrunications es in sny |
othksr part of it. )

amcrican officcrs gesped at the diversity of setivitics that
eame undor the go-called Burcsu of Comiunicetions, involving such
unrelsted itesns ag thc operstion of hospltsls and senitarimms, snd
8 very lerge insursnce and ssvings buuiﬁﬂﬂs. But thcy were told
to be thankful theoy hed not tsken over becfore, that until recently
611 reil and trucking transportetion, snd eir and shipping lines

.heﬂ 218 bech undcer the Burceu of Corrmniestions.

The Americen licutcnent colonel who took over the Dirdctorship
of Cor: unicetions under the Ancricsn military covernor, found, first
of all, thet the key positions vicrc ocecupied by JE“;ECEE, snd his
first nission was to git rid.of then.

Thet could not be accorplished overalght without a breakdown
of corrunications snd without sevcring &ll hope of anything Tiks an
gdequatc oricmxtetion on the orgenizetion apd onmeration of the ays-
ten.

We knew thet Korca wes s mountainous country, 463 niles long
and 170 milcs wilde, thst in 1940 thc populstion wes 25 million, of
which 600,000 were Japsneze, and that in 1938 thero wverc 5,600 mile:
of telegraph lines, 7,100 milcs of tclcphone lines snd 1,031 post
offices, 211 government owned snd operated,

¥We were to lesrn that of the 20,000 cmploy: es, _,DDD, or 20
per oent, werc Jeps, and this 20 per cent held B84 per ccnt of the
key poslitions. #ic were to sco tha results of & burysucrecy run
wild, with Jepencse drewing hpgo sclerics for fictionsl duties snd
useless sections end divisiona pyrerided to afford soft jobs, &s
vell as lergeo real cstete holdings lergely represcnting liomes for
excoutives., The wholc Buresu wes shot thraugh vilth inefflcicney.
Burecau policics evidently did nothing to discoursgc sbsentcoism
and the record of it wes stapguerisng.

In the first month of oncrating thc Eurceu, we got rid of =
1,837 Japencsc employees without in the lemet impsiring the orgeni-
zaﬁinnJ Some of them were pleecd under srrost, such as the one who
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blandly adritted heving withdrawn officlsl funds from the bsnk
and trensferrcd then to his own esecount beesusg he "didn't thipk
they were safe", Iis own account heppened to heve been in‘the -
pgamec benk,

The Burcau, as wc found it, wes divided into six scctions end
46 divisiorn ; snd the country, for purposes of the Burceu's opera-
tions, was divided into four districts. Of two of thesc districls,
Pyonpyeng end Wousan, we know prescticelly nothing because they erc
north of 38 degrees North Letitude. Al11 militery conmmnicetions
stop, of coursc, st the 2Bth Persllel snd even meil doeg not move
across the line: BPelow that line, the northwcstern district wes
sdoinistered from Svoul and the southesstern district from Fusan,

=

: But only 356 per cent of the Burcsu'’s opcrations weprc #sctuslly
compunicetions, es the Signal Corps considers cormrunicetlong, In
addition to telephone end teclegrsph, the Buresu ran redic broad-
essting, the nostel systcn snd claborete offshoots of the postal

systen sueh ss postel savings and postel insursnce. Fostal insurs \
aoce wes not: the insurencec of peckeges as Americens kioow it, but

actual life insursncc with sll its varietions of annuities end

such, snd in comnection with thet the Buresu owncd sevcrzl senis o
tariuvns for the trcetoent of policy holdera end clployees.

4t in Janen, the vost offlce in cech tovin ond villsze was also :
the telegrenh office snd usuelly the teclevhont offlce. The nost |
office in the smeller comrunities wes & concession, snd the post-
méster nurchased cven the stemps for reselc, It wes & choiec cons,
cetggion, however, =nd the nostriestcrs inverisbly prospercd. For
those who necded- & littlec grubstako, the Jdepencec had foricd &
Wsoclcty™ to Tinence them, since the Bureau of Comrunications eould
not cxpend its own funds for such purposes, The socicety, lntercst-
ingly cnough, drew on postel savings for its Tinsnces.

Like t“s roads, like the transportetion, like =1l the utilitic
Bid post ell of the nechincry throughout Jenen and Koree, puch of
the comrwunications equipment hed been of Tsir to pood gquality, but
it was in an increcdiblc stete of dAisrcpeir. Virtually ell of it
wes of Jespenesé Mmenufscture, rnostly conicd fror Germen e8nd apericen
desipgne, bhoree lteclfl hed fscilities only for ssscnbly, testing
gnd repsir. As & pule, redio tremsmitiers epd rcccivere werce latk=
ing in rodesn dmprovements, snd telethons instruncnts, switohbobrde
gnd inside plent equipment were 10 to 15 ycers oubtdstcd by our eten:
daspds,s Cilty telenhone systems were pertislliy sutomstics. The telc:
phoncs thengelveeg were szidotone irstrucente - the Japasnese hed not
menufactured snti-sidctone cguipment. Tclenhoiie servioce was elow
e 8 meddening degree. Only f2o1 60 to 60 pexr ecnt of thc ecalls
were corpleted, due to untreincd operstors snd unsttendod boards
88 ¥ell &8 dcerendt cquinment. Therec wee & shortege of switehboerd
plugs, snd =8 many es 13 out of 15 cords on sone boards werc inop-
eretive.

Over cverything lay thec daneging cffeote of neglcct. Yack of
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¢t wes & word =s foreign to the Japs, :
, €8 the white soldiers who towcred over thom on
wet Aifficult to even internret the phrssc into
The ir thcury wos, "As long 2= it works, don't bothke

= ‘Surveying the rundown facilitics in Fusen, the Signel Corps o
' mejor dirceting thet scetion of the Buresy of Gbnnunicatinuﬂq ﬂﬁ”‘h

| nﬂaﬁﬁﬁ‘ "In the Stetos, we would serep all this junk and start out
e fresh. e

But in Kores, the "junk" hsd tc eontinue Tunctioning whii; ‘the.
Army nen rosoponsible Ior it wrestled with the oroblem of whert they

would obtais repeir end renleccrent nperts vith Japen out of buﬂﬁﬁtfi

If the fncricsns had thought thc LquipLgnt viaee in 8- ﬁdﬁg&!ﬂéfﬂlTl
statc of ncglect, tlcy hed a now rovelstion in storo foX thﬂm.Whah*“
they tricd to cxarminc the rceords, suech =& they were, of the ver-
jegetcd cmpire that camc under the heeding of quqtunicgiiﬁna. B

Tndcr idcal ﬂjﬁditiﬂn+, thir vwould heve beon g dismaying job o
in @ buresu so cor~lcx snd shot with corruption, yet withsl hendling
vest sume of mopey. Add to this thc fact that sl) dnnuantB‘warﬁ in
Japencse, end whst there were hed been cerclessly lkept, plus the
fact that no rccords et s11 were aveilable fron the two districts in
Russisn territory, end sonc ides csn be obteincd of the hcmil&cring
morsss in vt loh the Army cen Tound thempelves.

"It would teke a beticry of suscr-accountents to cven begin to
straighten this mess out - if wc had sny sccountents,™ said the
Licutensnt Coloncl in cheorge of the Burcau. (Accountents were rﬁﬁr
uisitioned from the United States.) . j

One_of the Signel €orps licutcnsnts sssipned to the Eurrau,h&dif
1% doveloped, workod for en insursncce corpsay in civilian 1ife, and

he wee given the tesk, among other things, of looking over the 112;
insurence agpects of the Burceu'e opcrstions.

It beesme a standing prefsec to sll his verbal rcnnrts, and f
eventuelly sn offiicc joke, to sey, "You won't belicve this - I cea't
believe it myself - but thesc pcoplec have..sss”

‘Esving guickly shsken the Jeps out of obviously perssiticsl
Jobs, thc Dircctor of Gormunicetions begen & progran of graduslly
glininating thor throughout the nrgﬂuizbtinn. Thc progrem calls I
for rcpleccrcnt of Jarsncse officisls by Korcen subordinstes with !
‘similer rerlecencnts by their cubordinabes down the line until
‘bagic vacencics erc left Ifor ncw Korcens.. But Korcans cspablc of
£illing nany izportent jobs cencot be found. The Japs did hawve CAP=
able and contcicntious tcclrnicisns in many vitel positions. The
poliey of thc Dircetor e to make the Koresns run the cnbivpa systom
tﬂ&m&ﬂl?EE, with only edvice from the Arericsns, In line with thiﬁm
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So many activities come under the Burean of Communications that
twenty-nine buildings in this Headquarters compound at Seoul, the
capital, do not seem too many. The twe pictures form m pancramic
view along & principal downtown thoroughfare.




The Central Telegraph building at Secul is typical of the
modern sppearing construction to be found in the eapital oity.
Elsewhere are to be found less impressive buildinge, like the
combination Fost Office and Telephone Central at Ksesong.




Interior decoration does not keep up with modera fromts. This
equipment room is im the Secul Central Telegraph building. Below
is & night scene of & telegreph room at Pusan. Night rates are
higher becsuse of & wage differential and dislike of night work.




Congregation at rear is usual reaction to request for information
by American perschnel, in this instance at the Chonju Telegraph office.
Below is & service observer position at FPusan, nov monitored by Korean
male personnel for U.S. Army Intelligence purposes.




Long distance positions at Pusan (above) and Taegu (below) are
indicative of the greatly reduced number of toll calls. Thisg is caused
by severance of service with Japen and the area north of 38°, and departure
of Japanese residents, as well as circuit and equipment troubles.




Common battery manusl positions at Kokomon telephone exchange,

Secul, emplays & typical arrsy of young, not too efficient cperntors.
Difficulties are incremsed by decrepit equipment. HNotice (below) the
defective cords,




Another similar

telephone exchange.

= improvised and unprotected

terminal stripe, untidy and unsoldered connections.
example (below) is at & Secul dial
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The main distridbution frame (above) of the Kokomon telephone

sxchange typifies commoa conditions



Carrier bays at & Seoul Hepemter station show evidence of
cannibalism for replacement parts. In the battery room (bdelow) bamboo
sticks are utilised as separators because of lack of replacement parts.
The Jepsnese were not too concernsd over maintenance items.




The batteries at the Inchon telephone office have been in service
for more than a decads, snd are a contimual sourcs of trouble. Cable
voults (below) in Puean are some of the few indications to be found of
gatiafaotory workmanship.




The Japanese sanufactured equipment is in many cases relatively
modern, but as these carrier bays at Seoul clearly illustrate, practically
all such equiyment is of American or German design. Good facilities,
too, suffered from lack of preventative maintenance,
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Pole line maintenance suffered from a shortage of competent
personnel, tools, and materials. Punning north of Pusan is one of the
heavieat single toll lines, bearing eight-pin arms. Originsl construction
was often of good quality.




Toll line over irregular terrain near Pusan typifies poor practice
of non-grading, using poles of same height. S§till unfinished at var's end
was the underground strusture (below) at Secul for air raid protection. Its
equipsent included an 800-line sutomatic dial system.




