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: Forts Bem Houston, Tems,
- i
Commanding

Cemaral,
Third Infuntry Division,
Douglas, Arigona.

Bamber two fifty sewvem poriod Following reeeived from War Departmemt

Eighteenth Imfuztry, mmmmmm.
Seadguarters sod four moter truck ecspanies, perscnnel only; two motor
tresk machine shops with personne)l samplste) outpost from lst Battalion
Sixmal Corps from First Battalion Sigml Corps; Asbulanos Company Mumber
§ix motor; Fleld Hospital Number Six motor, desigoated for sarly forelpga
sorvios Eguipment C. Considerable trsmafer of enlisted personmel or assign-
nant of recruits will be necessary for Infamry organisation. Letter mailed

Orpacisstion three battlaions to a regiment, eaash on organised
thres sompanies of Infuntry and one laehine Oun Comparmy.

Infantry companies AS FOLLOWS: Tirst sergeant ons) Mess Sergeant one)
Supply Sergeant cne) Sergeants sight; Corporals seventsen); mashinists two;
eoskks thres, tuglers two, frivatss first alass and privates one humdred
sixiy five, total enlisted 200,

Meohine gm ommpany; First sergeant one; mess sergeant onme; supply
ssrgeant onej stable sergeant one; sergeamts ten, corporals fourteen,
horssshosr ooe, msabanios three, saddler ona, ocooks twoy buglers two,
priwmtes first class and privatss one hundred tem; total one forty seven,

Total enlisted of the regisent, ineluding headquarters and supply
scmpany not here givem, 2831,

Letter My 134 modified as followsy ALl men st somplets personal
equimment before lesaving border, equipment being taken away from other
erpaximtions if meosssary. These preparations sust be sompleted by Juns

fires
By cossand of, eto)
sompT"

This asssmbly of of fisers marked the olose of a pssocsful eposh in the
l1ife of the Fegimmt and at the ssme time started the activity of the
Begiment for partisipation in the World War,




{corPY)

368BA 196 VT
P F4 Sam Houston, Texae 2:45 P.M, Moy 27th, 1917
Commanding Officer Eightesnth Infy., Douglms, Aris.

The department quartermaster has been dirssied to arrange tho necessary
transportation and ahip imcediately ecare depot C.M. York your Regiment
Bupply Company and Equipmenmt C Pertaining to that e organization only
pardod the regimental train of twenty nine essort wagons knocked down ome
hundresd twventy muler draft snd all other nuthorized animals pertaining

to regiment public and private me preseribed in the new table of crganizationc
will mocompony supply company period ambulanoe buckboards and weter wagons
will met be taken &1l surplus manimsls and transportations will be turned in
to Quartermagier Douglas reporting by wire to this office the number so
dispesed ol period Fifteen siock ears five box one baggage and one iourist
slesper will be placed rt el pasd tussday May twenty ninth this truin will
move immeciately as a fapt speciml to Jersey City New Jersey via 1 Paso and
Goutkwastern Rock lgland Chieape Nickel Plats Bulfaolo Lelghvalley .ilkesbarre
Jersey Cermtral to Jersey City Peried Eills of lLading should provice for
delivery Cemtrel Stock Yards Jerssy City and Lighterage delivery FPeriod
Censign cars depat (.Y, New York City Advise depariment quartermastier Jouthernm
Dept., by virs time of departure weight wnd measurcments of bagpage acknowledge
AXOMH  =-Pundy—— 315 P,X,.



Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 1:40 PM May 30
Q.M. Douglas

You are directed to {orward Supply Company 18th Infantry and all transportation
and animals as heretofore arranged May 31 provided they are [ully equipped in
accordance with questions from this oflice period. June first has been designated as
date of departure for 18th Inf 10 Hoboken, Emplov EP & SW Santa Rosa, R.1.
Chicago and Erie to Hoboken. Call on R.R. participating for necessary [reight
equipment, Pullman equipment will be furnished from this office This organization
will be lorwarded in six train sections and 2 baggage cars [or kitchen purposes will

be furnished for each train section in this case only. Advise strength departure, each
train section

Ackl
Rogers
11 PM
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Lelt Douglas 2:48 PM May 31/17.
Arrived Carrizo 10:11 AM. Stock unloaded, watered & led. Left Carrizo 545 PM

| Officer

112 Enlisted,- 2 HgqCo. 2 Hosp - 2 Ordnance
| Civilian Blacksmith, Diggs

22 cars of animals - B6 horses, 403 mules

4 cars of wagons, | car water wagons

2 cars of forage, | car of tentage & [reight.

Picked up a car of wagons and harness at Tucumeari 4:45 AM June 2 from Depot
QMER.

Arrived in Pratt, Kansas, 7 PM. Lelt ]| AM. Pens {or only about 12 cars, 2 loading
shoots. Railroad oflicials courteous and obliging,

June 3d

Did not unload, accomodations of stock yards not sufficient, private vards in St Joe
charges 25 cents for each animal.

June 4
Arrived in Elday, lTowa, 8:15 AM, Unloaded by 10:30 AM, | pen lor cach car. Yards

old and delapidated. Rained cats & dogs from 11 AM 10 | PM. Loadad from 2:30 to
4:30.

June 5th

Bellevue, Ohio unloaded 7 10 9 PM. Loaded | AM to 4 AM. Pens better suited for

pigs. Old and muddv, shoots bad for horses and mules, plenty of shoots but only |

car will spot at a time. A passenger agent accompanied us over the Nickel Plate to

assure good service. Passenger trains were sidetracked for us and all delays of over
|5 minutes had to be rcported to the Supt

June Tth

2:30 PM arrived at Central Union Stock Yards, Animals unloaded by stockvard men,
Camp pitched.

June Bth
Freight loaded on lighters and taken 1o boats,

June 91h
| public horse died.

June 10th
2 public horses died.

June 11ith
Private horse of Capt Bessell died.

June 16
Broke camp J.C. & boarded USCG Dakotan at Hoboken

June 17
Sailed [rom Hoboken



June 9th 1917
1:30 PM Sgt Chase & 30 men left camp for Central Union Stock Yards Dock enroute
to Steamboat HS. Mallorv, 2 horses died thought to have been poisoned

June 10th

1 horse died. Informed that JBth & 25th will be loaded by midnight Rumored that
there was a naval bartle May 4th and we lost several boats. Brooklvn Navy Yard full
of wounded sailors. Also rumored that Transport Kilpatrick loaded with troops was
torpedoed and sunk. We expect to load the 12th. Sentry at stock yard caught a man
with dvaamite,

June |lth
Horse of Capt Bessel died. Went to Army Building & Governors Island.

June 12th

Regeived 3 horses from Mr Desmond, Central Union Stock Yards on receipt to
replace the 3 that died, Recelved shoes and slickers from Depot QM. No information
as to when we will leave,

June 13th
MNothing new. Went to the city, saw Billic Baker, arranged to trade some animals.

Joue 14th
Poured down rain alter 2 PM. Camp flooded and everything soaked. We are to load
saturday morning. Lightning fired an oil tank near camp.

June [5th
Received orders to load tomorrow, L6th at 11 AM. Inspector General and Veterinary
inspected stock yards.

June 1&th

Broke camp and loaded men and property on the Government boat Canby at 10:38
AM. First barge of animals arrived and unloading began at 4:03 PM.  Finished
unloading second barge at 1CG:10 PM 796 Mules, 77 public horses, 10 private horses.

June 17th

Tug towed us out of slip at 4 AM. We anchored of Tompkinsville at 507 AM. Leflt

anchorage at 7: AM with whole convoy, Sunday a most beautiful day. About 2:30 PM
a sailor accidently discharged the port aft gun causing consternation to my recruits

and mules. Ships of convoy mancuvered & zigzaged to outwit submarines. All men
aboard assigned to life boats and precautions taken for emergencies.

June 1Eth

Mondav, weather clear warm. Had flire drill & abandon ship drill. Discovered that
Commander Shackford and 1 were in the same [ight in Samar in 1901 on Gandara
River. Quite a coincidence.

June 19h

Tuesday, weather, passing clouds light wind. Cruiser St Louis lired 10 shots at
supposed periscope but it was only a [loating spar. This was at 6:30 AM. Clouded up
and sprinkled a poco.



Wednesday June 20
Overecast and drizzling, some white caps. Fire & abandon ship drill.

Thursday June 21
Beautiful day. Met 2 sailing vessels and | steamer but they were quite a distance
from us, Had target practice with our port guns. New moon.

Friday June 22
Light breeze, few white caps. Target practice with starboard guns and Colts
Automatic. Passed | sailing vessel. The destroyer Flusser returned to New York,

Saturday June 23
Inspection under arms, Light breeze, beautiful day. Met Freach steamer. Gun
practice by St Louis.

June 24 Sunday
Most benutiful day., Zigzagged all day. Passed sail late in the evening.

June 25 Monday

The course was changed until we were going southwest, changed back to N.E. at 8:30
AM. 3 destrovers have gone off in search of our convoy or to look for the enemy.
Rumored that & message to the convoy commander caused the change of directions
and sending of destroyers off. Passed two stcamers on the starboard horizon at 7:30.
Met Naval supply boar Mariner at 10 AM. She supplied the destroyers with oil and
then left us, Met steamer at 4:30 PM on our starboard 6 miles of ' our course.

Tuesday June 26
Very foggy. Submarine scare at 3:30, one of the lookouts thought he saw a periscope.
General quarters was sounded but it turned out to be a false alarm,

Wednesdav, June2?
Foggy & overcast Steamer on our port going same dircction, One destroyer has left
us, Cold. Destrover Terry returned to N.Y.

Thursday, June 28

Cool, clear. Grear excitement at 10:20 submarine sighted by St Louis, several shots
fired. Formation broken up. Later a message from the Anunen (?) informed us that
"Some submarines were sighted and 2 torpedoes fired at the Kanawlia(?)." During the
height of the excitement a dark bird on the water on our port beam very closely
resembled a periscope and the boat was headed away from it at full speed. I,
however, watched it and saw it [y otherwise there would have been no convincing
Cmdr Shackford that it was not a periscope. Just as the excitement started | had
reported smoke on the starboard bow. The Cmdr was glad to report this to the
Hancock as it had not yet been reported, this smoke was not again sighted ['or 50
minutes. Later a steamer came into view and crossed our bow going in a northeast
direction. She was in sight until late in the afternoon, At 3:15 smoke was seen on
our port & staboard bows and soon the escort of 6 destroyers we were expecting hove
into sight. We heard from them that the Ist Expedition landed somewhere in France
without any loss.



June 29 Fri

About 1AM the Occident sounded her siren whistle 6 times - signal for submarine - It
wakened me but as | did not hear any excitement 1 thought (I} was dreaming and
went back to sleep. The boats all scattered on the signal. We sighted steamers during
the day but no other excitment. Overcast,

June 30 Sat

Stood watch on starboard side of bridge from 4 AM to 8 PM. Cmdr Shackford took
the port side. 2 General Quarters were sounded while 1 was at breakfast. The first
was 2 whale but reports point to the second being on account of a submarine sighted
heading for the Luckenback. Will try to verify this when [ get to port. Saw 4
steamers between 4 AM and 8 AM and one at 5 PM. Fine weather but cold wind.
Two French Gunboats joined or met us at 12:30 PM and escorted us in. They had a
radio in the evening that a German submarine was sighted at Belle Sole at § PM
headed in our direction and we were warned to lookout carefully as our time of
meeting it should have been 2 AM. Those who knew about it slept with their clothes
on. 1 did not know it and as there was no alarm ] was in luck. Went to bed a 8:30
good and tired.

Sun July 1

Went on watch at 4 AM with Cmdr Shacklord. One of the torpedo boats in the lead
fired on something at 5:20 and the alarm was given for General Quarters. It was a
False alarm. The St Louis opened fire at 7:30 with explosive shell and again General
Quarters was sounded and it was a falsc alarm. The ships officers are having quite a
bit of fun with the Navy officers over all this fish lighting. Sighted land at 12:45
PM. Small islands of I the west French coast. Passed by Bel Isle about 3 PM. There
are many German prisoners kept on this island and the old Dutch windmill is in

evidence. We anchored at 6:52 PM in the roads about 30 miles from our destination
77

Monday July 2

Pulled up anchor at 9 AM and moved up the bay and anchored opposite Saint
MNazarre. The Hancock & Luckenback preceed us into the lock. Finished letter to Jo
& Mother. The Havana and Saratogn were pulling out for NY. a5 we came in. We
docked at 5:30 & started unloading animals at 7 PM. Finished at 2:30 AM and by the
time we got back to the boat it was after 3 AM. [ went to the vards with the [irst
bunch of 200 and the natives were about as interested in us as about seeing the
troops | guess.

Tues July 3rd

Unloaded company property. Walked out to the camp. Stopped at remount station to
see the animals., Found things in my part of the regiment needed my attention, Went
back to the boat and loaded on the Co and proceeded to camp. The officers of the
regiment called on Bundy & Sibert. Had letters from Jo & Mother. Glad to get
{(home?). Cabled Jo.

Wed July 4th
A holiday, however | worked all day getting a line on things. Had a letter {rom
Mike and Jim, Issued clothing. Ball game v . Saw my [lirst

irigible. It [lew over camp.



July Sth
Went to town looking for my lost property but could not locate any. Cannot get
wagons for 2 or 3 days yet. Animals arg getting the Mallein test. Issued clothing.

6 July Fri
Beautiful day. Davlight until about 11 PM. Issued clothing and ordnance. Made
another trip to town to find out about wagons etc. Uinsatisfactory.

7 Sat July
Regimental inspection. Supply Co did not stand it. Rained Unloaded a few things
off the boat. Issued clothing and ordnance.

B July Sun

Unloaded boat. Cleared boat. Issued clothing & ordnance. Maj &
left for to arrange or billeting of troaps. Sgt
Johnson, Co D shot himself accidently., Had dinner with By & D Tammeny. Wrote to
Jo,

9 Mon July

Orders received (or movement the 13th. As it is (riday and the 13th we are sure in
luck. Issued clothing & ordnance. [ sure am disgusted with the slowness of
unloading, setting up ctc. Ration returns submitted to include July 27th, 2 days of
which are travel, also 2 days reserve,

10 July Tuesday

Unloading boat and setting up wagons. Rushed from daylight to dark. Order to
move friday rececived and all transportation must be set up and loaded on the train
with a full load. Hear that the Dakotan will leave for the States Friday. Payday.
Troops paid in Frenoch money. Beauvtiful day.

i1 July Wed

Finished sctling up wagons - lcft for. Went down 10 see [irst trains leave. Fitted up
harness and (inished picking out mules. Certainly leel like | was on a vacation now
that the wagons are up. Wrote to Jo. Beautiful day.

12 July Thurs

Beautiful day. Went to D.Q.M. 10 pay lor clothing. Pryans and Boettger drunk,
DeMever absent. Nillam drew rations for 10 days and 2 travel & reserve. Sent
properiy to D.QM. coits, trunk lockers, bed sacks, P & D just siopped in on the way
from town. They had had something to drink.

13 July
Rode to town on my horse to sec the loading of the train.

14th July Sat

Regiment moved in 5 trains.  As luck would have it there was no rain, | was in
command of the last train. We were loaded | hour ahead of time. Wheat is ripe and
should be cut, lots of hay & gardens.




Sunday July 15

Enroute through France. Train stopped for coffee at Ville la France. The wife of
the mayor met the train and gave me a large boquet. It was to have been an arm (ull
but a storm the night before had broken them all. She also gave us a loaf of bread,
boiled eggs and cheese. A beautiful day and the beautiful country through which we
passed. All buildings are stone and are very unique in form. Country very well
tilled and cared for. Inhabitants turned out in large numbers and gave (lowers,
cigarettes & cherries to the troops. Red Cross nurses met the train at several stations
and distributed coffee and tea. One very good looking one and I decided that |
would get shot in the oot and come back for her to take care of me. Stopped for
coffee and 1o water animals at ____ ar 7:30 PM left at 8 PM. Large quantities of
barbed wire stored in the freight vards here. Train passed with cars of large Guns,
carriages painted various colors to render them more like the surroundings. Have
passed several such trains today but none of such large calibre.

16 July Monday

Beautiful day. Passed through beautiful country but not so many inhabitants as
yesterday. Country well cared for & cultivated, People very enthusastic in towns we
pass through and showering us with flowers. Arrived in at (sic) 6:30 PM. Unloaded -
many orders & admonitions {rom Kobbe Do not like the looks of the corral site.
Storeroom to small. Found my quarters at |0 o'clock. A very old lady, small girl
about 10 and one |8 or thereabouts, She has one hand bundled up, Must find out
what is the marter with it. Perhaps it is a wound. Only a2 month ago today [ loaded
on the animals at Hoboken and less than 2 months since we received the orders.

17 July Tuesday

Drizzled part of the day. Straightened out the store barns, of fices and billets - and
moved my corral to the other side of town, opened up & blacksmith shop. The zirl in
the house gave us a French lesson. Went to Div Hdqrs., 2 letters from Jo.

18 July Wed
Drizzled. Sent to Div Hdqrs for forage. Sent 2 trains to G Ca. at Boudiguecourt,
Dug a grave [or Nolan of Co. D who drowned in the corral,

19th July Thurs
Drizzled. Cut wood, rode out to the forest. Sent to the Div for bread. Gave Hosp 4
horses, Hdqrs 6, M. G. Cos 1 each. Wrote to Jo.

20 July Friday

Went to Gondrecourt. Cut wood. Part of the officers went to see French firing
problems. Beautiful dav. 5 French airplanes passed over going toward the front.
Beautiful day.

21 July Sat

Went to to witness the French system of training it was certainly interesting
and exciting and the earnestness with which thev all enter into it wins ones
admirations. The exhibitions included a demonstratioin of actual trench methods
with the use of actual grenades of the various kinds. Mule died. Beautiful day. Col
McAndrew, Maxey & Morrow went to Paris to school.




22 Jul Sun

Div Comdr inspected troops and billets. Saw an airplane fight at quite a distance it
lasted for more than 2 hours, the burst of the shells was plainly visible and at times
the machines could also be seen. German machine passed over at great height.
Beautiful day. Wrote to mother.

23 July Mon.
Hauled forage. Rode my horse to Gondrecourt, Had 2 letters from Jo. Beautiful
day.

24 July
Bought chocolate and tobacco from French comsy., Received 4 cars of forage.
Beautiful day.

25 July
Had a card from Louiza & a statement from Turley. E Co. man blew his arm of
fooling with a grenade picked up on our training ground. Overcast.

26 July

Rececived 108 machine rifles, French design for lettered companies, issued them. Rode
out to visit wood cutters, ate rasberries, saw signs of deer. Overcast.

27 July

Located incencrators and bath house, 5 cars of oats received, German aeroplane
with 3 French machines in pursuit passed over town, I mised seeing them. Dal was in
for awhile. Two doctors were up 10 sce about a water wagon for use while the water
system at hospital is being repaired. Beautiful weather.

28 July Sat
Regimental inspection & review., Transportation not out, [ attended a Regt Comdrs

staff. Moving pictures taken. lssued rations. Y .M.C.A. drew store tent for temporary
use. Fine day. Wrote to Jo.

Sunday 29 July

Beautiful day. Slept most of the day. Mail received from the States. Letter rom Jo.
Welsch went to Neufchateau on a picnic.

Monday 30 July
| Hotchkiss received, issued to Co M. Drew forage. Winters took me to Bar-le-Duc to
get comsy savings. Overcast

Tue July 31

Muster by Company. Rained all afternoon. Ammunition received for heavy M.Gs.
Overcast.

Wed Aug |

Sick all night. Vomiting & diarrhea, in bed most of the day. Ladies of the house
very insistent that | eat or drink something. Drew hay. Letter from Jo written from
Helens. Gen Pershing & stafl took a look through town. 10 Hotchkiss guns received,
issued to D Co.



Thur 2 Aug
Overcast. Weddle blew the top of his head off in Co. billet, had been drinking the

night before. Went to cemetary and Gondrecourt en Cheval, 4 Hotchkiss guns and
ammunition received, issued to Co. H.

3 Aug Friday

Rained all day. Weddle buried. 1800 helmits received, 3 cars of oats received, The
Col, Doster, Brewer, Duke and Leonoir went to Paris for a few days on business,
Drew 1800 helmets. | for Maj Rainy.

4 Aug Sat

Went to Gondrecourt 1o see Ordoance Officer. Col. Chetano informed me that | was
to accompany him to the front on a tour of inspections and study of zupply. To leave
tomorrow. Very pleasing news. Moved Ord storeroom. Issued helmets. Drew gas
mask for myselfl. Wrote to Jo.

5 Aug

Went to Gondrecourt. Left Houdelaincourt at 2:18 with Col. Cheatano, Capt Clark
and Mr Montgomery (intrepreter) to study the French methods of supply at the front,
Automobile. Arrived at Bar-le-Duc at 3:18 - left at 330 lfor Souilly, Passed a Batt of
Inf just out of Bar-le-Duc going toward the front. At Souilly at 4:25 the Col. reported
to the Chief of Staff of the 2nd Army Corps to lind out where we were to go and
found that it was to the east of Verdun to Rarecourt, Hdqrs of the 47th Division,
Gen D'Euophreville. Saw some guns here that had been disabled by shell fire. At S
pm we passed through and saw our [irst signs of war or battle. The houses
of the towns were torn to pieces by shell fire. Arrived at Rarecourt Div Hdqrs at
5:30 and met all the staff officers and the Gen. He informed us that he had detailed
one of his stalf 1st Lieut Dawpierre who spoke English quite well to give us all the
information he could and that a plan had been laid out which he thought would give
us the best insight into their methods, The Col. was assigned to his billet and Clark
and | were put up at the oflicers ¢lub the intrepreter at a separate billet. We all ook
pur meals at the Generals table at the club and the food was excellent. As the
French have only coffTee for what we call breaklast they ordered our breakfast the
evening before - ¢eggs and coffee or cocon as we wanted - they serve breakflast art
11:30 and it is a (ull grown mecal and corresponds 1o our lunch. The General was
very pleasant. Artillery liring was very audible all evening and 1 was awakened
about 2:A M. by very heavy liring which lasted for some time, until after 1 went back
to sleep. We went to the Bureau Hdgrs in the evening to look over maps, etc and saw
pictures taken from acroplane of the sector of the line that we were to visit. They
showed distinctly the two lines of trenches and also large craters between thrown up
by the explosion of mines, both French and German. The trenches are only a few
meters apart, being as close a 18 meters in places. Rainy and cloudy

6 Monday

At 7:30 we left for the R.R. station to sé¢ the distribution of the daily supplies to the
regimental trains, The meat is usually killed the day before and brought up by truck
and when the lrozen meat is furnished it comes by train. The meat trucks stop on the
right of the road a short distance apart and issue goes on from all of them at the
same time. Regt wagons being lined up and waiting thelr turn. The meat issue is



usually finished by 8:30, At the RR. station the Regt wagons get | days supply of
forage rations etc and go to the Regt Park and the following morning it is
destributed and sent to the various companies. We then went to where the
Genil Magasin [or that Div is located and saw all the materials for trench
construction and protection and different apparatus for combatting the effects of
gas. We next visited the 16th Section of the American Red Cross. They use Ford
ambulances, one of the drivers had died that morning from a wound received 2 days
before. We then went back to Clermont and rom the top of a high hill overlooking
the town we could see quite distinctly the location of the front line trenches. Quite
steady big gun firing was going on in the vicinity of Vauquois Plateau and | saw the
burst of shells and heard machine gun [iring. Could see which is six meters
inside the German lines. Returned for lunch and in the afternoon we went through
the Argonnc Forest, saw many howitzers here on trucks evidently waiting to be
ordered someplace well hidden in the forests. Went to the Division slaughter house
and saw the killing of the cattle for the next days issue. Every part of the animal is
saved and put to some use. Men who are not considered lit for the lighting are used
for this kind of work. Stopped at an aviation park and saw the machines used in
patrol work. They are 2 man machines, some with two propellers armed with rapid
fire guns 2, Stopped at an artillery repair station. Machinists repair the guns and
wheelwrights repair the carriages. Saw one gun where a shell had exploded the
ammunition near it and the wheels were burned off, the jacket cracked and the gun
warped from the heat. Went to bed early with visions ol a big day ahead. Beautiful
dav,

7 Aug Tuesday

Owvercast, Started at 7:30, first went to the regemental park and saw the rations being
divided for the varipus companies. To the ones in the front trenches they were sent
in small cars on a track to the regt Hdgrs and the cooking done there. This park was
in a wood that of lered good screen from observation but not from fire. Dugouts
were everywhere [or shelter in case of bombardment. The animals looked excellent
for ¢care and conditions. We passed on to the Hdgrs of the Regt walking along the
track. Hdgrs being located on the reverse slope of a ridge - in a ravine really -
officers quarters, kitchens ete were constructed of masonry in this hill and every
thing was in the best of condition it was really wonderful to find such excellent
conditions at such a short distance {rom the (ront. As this was only 900 meters from
the front line trenches we took to a communications trench and followed it
continously. From a lookout we saw dirt being thrown from the German trenches.
Passed through a tunnel over 300 meters in length connecting the two ridges it was
built to give absolute protection if it became necessary to abandon the [ront line
trench. There was a dynamo used for compressing air {or ventilation and also for
ose in planting mines. In the front line treaches the men scemed mostly 1o be loafing
around. Rifles for liring grenades were in position and machine guns at the
positions prepared for them. Grenades ready everywhere and men occupyving
listening posts but everything was quiet and the men consequently taking it easy. We
passed one at a time to one of the listening posts only 18 meters from the German
trench. There was a deep crater caused by a mine between the trenches and the [ront
of both German and French trenches were a mass of barbed wire & chevaux de frix
entanglements. It gave one quite a thrill to look over and realize he was so close to
he knew not what. Heard only a few shots while in the front trenches and



they were not close. We were 2 hours in these trenches and it was not long enough to
do more than pass forward and back through such a labyrinth. In returning we
passed through another tennel thar was 600 meters in length but it opened on the
fromt side of the hill and the narrow puage RR rano through it. 1t was used (or
supplying the front line trenches with food, munitions étc. The Germans knew the
locanion of the exit nod shell it quite frequently. Was sorry to leave such an
inferesting place ar least while it was so0 quiet bur it was 12:30 and we still bad some
things to se¢ before lunch. We went (o the Davisions Bath House where the men,
when they came in from the front line trénches are taken for bathing and their
underclothing is taken from them, disinfected and sent 10 the laundry lorther in the
rear, clean clothing being given the men. This ended the trip and we returned to
Rarccourt and lunch, the Colonel felt that we could not well impose ourselves on the
hospitality of our hosts any looger and much to my regret - more 50 later - we left at
4 PM for Verdun, On the road we passed numerous heavy guns and trucks and
trucks (sic), There scemed 10 be an air of gerting ready for something, Atrcrafy, the
small fighting machines were thick as Mies 50 large hangers in a couple of miles,
Arrived at YVerdun at 5 P.M. and the Chiel of Stalf was very pleased to se¢ us.
Wanted to stay all night and go to the front line trénches at Dovaument the next day
- gh what & chance - the Colonel thought and of course it was 00 much to drop 4
hungry Ameéricans down on them without warning $0 he told them he could not do it
oh me. One of the staff officers guided us around Verdun for 2 hours. It is
certainly o wreck and the Germans still shell it every few davs 55 shells having besn
dropped in it the day before we arrived. Mot a person is there except the soldiers.
The Arch Bishops Palace located on top of a hill overlooking most of the town and
the Meuse is totally wrecked and the weather is causing the destruction of such as
the shell fire left. There was constant firing of artillery all the time and the closest
trenches were visible at 1200 vards although the front line was about 11 miles out,
We lefrar 7 PM. On the return trip, met over 500 trucks between Verdun and
Bar-le-Duc all oaded with lafantry. Evidently some action is confemplated very

soon. Had supper at Bar-le-Duc soup and Omlet. Left at 9:15 and arrived at
Houdelaincoury at [0:45.

§ Aug Wed.

Qwercast, Related my experiences to evervone whe would listen to me. Found plenty
of work, Had three letters from Jo and one from Mother. Horses and mules put in
stables. Jeanc went [or a trip with her Tather Tor a couple of weeks.

9 Aup.

Sun and rain. Worked on Ordnance papers all day. Major Drain, Division Ord
Officer came out to sée me and invited me to dinner Sat night. He wants 1o have a
ialk with all the Supply Officers. Called on Pike to tell him gbowt the trip. German
air machine looked vz over,

10 Aug Friday,

Went to Liondrecourt. All Supply Officers had to report to the Uhiel of Stalf. He
wanted 10 discuss shortage of equipment. Issued clothing. Meeting of Officers a1 &
P.M called. Saw a letter where the Col. had recommended certain officers for
increased grade. As it was only | grade and most of them would have that anyway
on any in¢rease | do not consider that the recommendations are all that might be
desired or expected. Heavy [iring heard last night.



11 Aug Sat.

Issued clothing, (inished incenerator. Went to dinner with Major Drain. Guests were
Col. Coe, Chief of Staff, Smith, Inspector, Capt Wilson, Aide Marine Corps
Supply Officer and Lieut Pratt, Ord Officer. Had a lovely dinner with a good
looking girl waiting table. Had quite a discussion of the supply position with a vicw
to bettering the system. It poured down rain and | was drenched in going but
managed to keep fairly dry under a slicker. Meeting of Officers at 5§ PM. Dal was
discharged. Heavy [iring heard last night

Sun 12 Aug.

Wrote to Jo. Put in list of shortages. Had Articles of War read. Went for a horse
back ride in the afternoon but the horse lost a shoe and | had to return, Beautiful
day. 2 mules got away last night and have not vet been found. Received tobacco
and cigarcttes. German airplane passed over.

13 Aug Mon.

Went to Gondrecourt. Had a long talk with Voris. He has my idea of this war
business and that is that we will break the blooming line when we get set. Went to
De Mange in the alternoon to the Ord Depot. Band gave a concert in front of my
office. Wrote a card to Helen. Issued tobacco and cigarettes to the Companies,
Overcast and Rainy.

Tuesday 14 Aug,
Rainy, Finished incinerator. Issued clothing. Jeane came back for a couple of days.

Wed |5 Augp.

Pay Day. Overcast. Lieut Marmon paid the regiment. 200000 Sweet Caporal
cigatettes received for issue to the troops. New York Sun presented them. Went to
Gondrecourt 16 Aug for conference with Chief of Staff, Supply Officers and Bureau
Chiefs on the shortages of equipment. 2 letters from Jo and | from Jim. Wrote to Jo.
Overcast.

17 Aug Friday

Letters from Jo and Mother. Beautiful dav. Col McAndrew promoted to B.G. Daily
issue of rations began by the Division QM. Nort satisfactory today, but it may work
out alright later on. Air fight seen by some in direction of front. Bursting of shells
elc.

18 Aug Sat.

Received tumber for latrines. Daily issue of rations failed again today, Col and
others left for front. Boche plane looked us over. Rececived covers and ammunition
carriers. Rode out to the woods. Horse was leeling good and kept me busy.
Beautilul day.

19 Aug Sun.

Had inspection of Co and transportation. Gen Pershing was to have inspected billers
with Gen Petain but did not show up. Co. D M.G. lired on a French airplane
thinking it was a German. Had to draw rations for 2 days to straighten out the mix
up of the daily issue. It does not scem to work. Wrote to Jo. Beautiful day.



20 Aug Mon.

Wrote to Mother. Had a letter from Jo. Went to Gondrecourt to the Div QM. Saw
Voris and rode out to Menaucort with him and Bessell. Beautiful Day, Built some
latrine covers.

21 Aug Tues.

Beautiful day. The Co. took the Gas test at DeMange. Vet Clark reported for duty
with regt.

22 Aug Wed

Beautifu! day. Went to Gondrecourt. Rode out to woods and Bonneville (Bonnet) in
PM. Received lumber for [eed boxes. Received remainder of helmers. Weelis, Pike
and Lesnoir were in,

A lady of questionable reputation was very solicitous of my welfare when she knew I
was soaking wet. Wanted me to change clothes and finally brought me out a cup of
steaming hot coffee and that was really very nice of her be she good or bad.

23 Aug Thuriday.

Fire in one of the animal billets about 11 P.M. last night. Looked like the whole
town would burn but the stone walls and tile roofs were a great assistance and it
was finally under control. One of the largest houses in town was destroyed and two
badly damaged. Had 7 mules burned to decath, I badly burned and 1 badly cut that
eéscaped. | ruined a blouse by getting soaked with water and muck. Did not get to
bed again until 4 ALM. Went to Gondecourt to sec Div QM. Saw the transportation
of the Chasseurs du Alpines at Delouse. It was paraded [or our inspection. Overcast
Received half soling machine.

24 Aug Fri.
Issucd rear covers. Moved Am out to wood yvard to protect from bombs. Received
lumber for bath houses. Kobbe and Dortes arc Colonels in the Nat Army.

25 Aug Sar

Drew horse covers. Issued leather and boxes for slop pits. Opened the regimental
shoe shop. Welch, Clark and 1 went for 2 long ride to the forest. Ate 2 tummy {ull
of B. Berries and plums., Had a letter from Jo, Mama and Turley. Overcast.

26 Aug Sun,

Overcast and rain. Went {or 2 long ride in the PM. Had my hair cut. Clipped on
top. Jeane came home. Wrote to Jo and Jim

27 Aug Mon.

On my way to the Adj Office Col Kobbe met & congratulated me on my Majority. |
found that | had been appointed a Major in the National Army and ordered to report
to the Div Comdr of the ___ upon its arrival in France. Went to on Q.M.
business. Cold & overcast. Col Morrow lectured on trenches. Pike & Weeks are

ordered for duty with the 28th Inf. Deposited money for comsy sales on invoice
from El Paso.




28 Aug Tues

Rainy & cold. Lecture by Col Parker Bowen & Short on machine guns. Col
McAlexander called & spent the evening. Jeanne came up and taoght Sandy & 1
French.

29 Aug Wed.

Cold & rain. Went to _____ to sec the Chief Signal Offlicer but missed him. Saw the
Div Q.M. Div Sig O. lectured in the PM and 1 went with him to inspect his telephone
line to. Colonel Morrow sent me in a pair of gold leaves. Now il I had the cords &
fags | would be fixed. Received a car of hay & | of blankets, ranges, brooms, etc.

30 Aug Thursday

Owvercast and cold. Wore Major insignia lor the Ist time and after guite an argument
with Patch we put the leaves on upside down. Lecture by McAndrew, It was
interesting and enlightening. On grenades, trench mortars & trench warfare. Wrote
toJo & Jim. Told Jim to get me some clothes & insignia. Band man committed
sujcide. He was to marry & French girl in a month. Received 3 signal lanterns,

3l Aug Fri,
Mustered the Co, Rain & sun. Received 6 mules (rom remount depot. Lezcture by
Maxay on rifle and bayonet instruction. Welch went to Paris. Buried the band man.

1 Sept SaL

Owvercast. Saw an artillery demonstration demolishing of wire entanglements, barrage
etc. The shooting was very accurate. The 2 batts of the regt gave a party for the
Chasseurs Du Alpines who have been instructing the Regiment. Had o ball game and
then dinner with songs, dancing, boxing etc. There was champagne galore and
everyone seemed to be having a beautiful time. Anyway, most of the Frenchmen
could talk English and the Americans could talk French before the party was over,

Sun, 2 Sept

Owercast & cold. Mail and I did not receive a line from anyone. Welch returned
with & Sam Brown belt for me and tales of a most wonderful time. Wrote to Jo.
Wish 1 had electric lights for a change. Candles are very poor

3 Sept Mon

Went to . Voris took mec out to the school & 16th training ground. Maj Drain
went with us. Fired a Chauchat rille and do not think much of it. Beautiful day.
Reccived | pounder for Hdgrs Co.

4 Sept Tues

Went to ____ Divisions & Depot QM & Ordnance. Beautilful day. Officers mecting at
5§ PM. Sent __ [or hay. Received overcoats from Nevers. German planes passed over
about 10 PM and dropped bombs on some of the towns up the line. Patch & | went
out in the street but could not sce them.

5 Sept

Artillery demonstration by the French., Started out but missed the road and came
back. Went to Div & Depot QMs with Winters. Sibert came out in the Generals car
and was taking Maj Robertson, Sandy & McDermott & I out to St Loire but a [lat tire

and then another one was (00 much (or us and we turned back. Beautiful davy.
Wrote 1o Jo.




6 Sept Thursday

Review of the Division by General Pershing & the President of France. | did not
attend. They inspected the towns where we are billeted after the inspections. Cloudy
in the evening so the Bosche did not come around.

7 Sept

Went to the Division QM & Signal. Received Signal Lanterns for Companies and
Grenades. Rode out to the Bois byond Bonnet. Fine country., Saw two mermaids or
wood nymphs. Sicbert came out in the evening and Sandy, Maj Robertson,
McDermott & [ ook a ride with him, Picked up Wilson & Patch and went to

for a couple of bottles of champagne.

8 Sept Sat

The vet & I went for a ride in the PM. Went to Div Q.M. in forenoon. Played bridge
with Patch & McDermott in the evening. [t poured down rain, The sewer in our end
of town blocked up and the houses were [looded. The women were very excited and
| gucss the soldiers were carrying them to dry land. Our house was full of them.
The Col. spoke as if he might relieve me as supply oflicer and give me a chance to
find out something about my new job.

9 Sept Sun

Overcast at times. Welsh & 1 went for a ride. | platoon ordered to the woods to
camp for a week and cut wood for the regiment. Prior came over from Army
Headquarters. He savs we are to move 10 . Sorry it is not to the trenches. A
drunken soldier got playlul and ran all the women out of a house and they appealed
to me for assistance. Took Sgt Barre and sent the man to the guard house. Then a
M.P. accidently fired his pistol in the corner house and 1 was appealed to again,
Lucky that he missed cvery one.

Mon 10 Sept

Went to Div QM & Signal offices. Copied Vons remarks on his observations at the
front. Received a car load of clothing. Beaunful day.

Tues 11 Sept

2 letters from Jo written 4 & 6 of Aug, Issued clothing. Went to the Div QM. &
Signal offices. Lecture on bayonet fighting by Major Conlon, British Armyv. Very
interesting. Welsh & the Dr went riding. The Dr tried my horse and thinks he is the
linest thing in France. Fine day.

Wed 12 Sept

3 letters from Jo & | from Mother. Sick all night & today. Took calomel. Went 10
Div QM. Issued clothing. Received order from W.D. assigning me to the __ Division
as Signal Officer. Overcast.

Thursday 13 Sept.
Cold & overcast Sick all night and staid in bed until 9:30. Fecl like the deuce
today. Wrote to Jo. Gave her my Code Number. Went to Div Q.M.

Fire in lire place. Sandy & McDermott here all evening. This is Friday.



Friday 14 Sept
Free issue of Lucky Strike 4700 and Piedmonts 6100 given by the N.Y. Sun received

and issued. Stayed in bed until 10:30. Felt rotten. Pike, Drake & Brewer went to
Paris. Owvercast & cold.

Sat 15 Sept
Went to Div Q.M. to see about starting a sales comsy (Commissary?). Rainy & cold.

Sun 146 Sept

Beautiful day. Rode to the woods by mysell in the morning and Welsh, the vet Clark
and [ had a long ride in the PM out throvugh a number of towns. Wrote to Jo. Had a
fine dinner of tenderloin steak & onions,

Mon 17

Beautiful day. Went to Div QM. Opened sales comsy. Pike reports a wonderful time
in Paris and says the chickens are wonderful. He is pleased for the school. Think I
would be too if 1 were going to the same place. He gave me a new hat cord to wear
with my new hat.

Tues 18 Sept

Beautilul day. Pike left for school at 77 Maxey was in for a few minutes. Had to
buy 4 days potatoes at 15 Franks per 100 kilos. They were sure hard to find. Went
to Div Q.M. & Signal Offices. Had dinner with Patch. Marshal lectured on his
observations at the French offensive at Verdun, Had 2 letters from Jo.

Wed 19 Sept

Beautiful day., Wrote to Jo. Pay day, Went to Div Q.M. Capt Bissell's horse died.
Rode out to the woods to see how much wood was cut. Was down to Dal's room for
awhile. Bought potatoes [or regiment,

Thurs 20 Sept

Went to to pav 5 men of Supply Co. who are on D.S. with the Div. sanitary
train. Walked to Bonnet with Welsh & the Vet in the evening. Col Morrow was up
for a few minutes.

Fri 21 Sept

Beautiful day, Went 1o Div Q.M. Heard that the QM. of my Div i5 in and that the
Div will be here in a very [ew days, Also heard that the "Vaderland" is in with
10,000 troops. Rode to the Ord Depot & then on to the woods. Attended a lecture at
4PM an artillery by a French officer through an inlerpreter. Lt was rotten, A wire
was received that we are all Majors in the regular service down to Cooper, below
Hunt.

Sat 22 Sept

Beautiful day., Went to Div QM & Ordnance. Had a long conference with the chief
0.0. Convinced him that the repairs as far as possible should be made in the
regiment, Heard that my Div is arriving. A Bosche machine was over town and
bombs were bursting all around him but none of them landed. However, French
machines were notified by phone and got him about 10 miles out Received a large
shipment of tobacco & cigarettes and the men sure went for them. Played bridge
with Patch & McDermott.



Sun 23 Sept

A most beautiful day. Sold tobacco etc all forenoon and rode with the Vet all
afternoon. Had a beautiful ride. Dal went out to the woods in charge of the wood
cutting detail. Wrote to Jo & Mother. Also the bank.

Mon 24 Sept

Wonderful day. Went to Div Ord, Sig & QM. Wired HQ AEF about order to join my
Div. Ordered 10 join. Sibert took Patch & 1 to Bar-le-Duc. Spent a couple of hours
looking over the place. Took a picture of an old tower 900 years old.

Tue 25 Sept

Went to Div & Depot Q.M. Saw a demonstration of liquid fire. Gen Duncan gave us
a talk on what he wanted done. Clark & | walked out to the woods to see Dal and
came home about 9PM. Col Robertson is ordered to the States. Beautiful day, 3
rolling kitchens received.

Wed 26 Sept

Beautiful day. Relieved as Supply Officer., Welch relieved from Supply Co. Clark
detailed and knows nothing whatever of the job. The Colonel, Bessell, Heisinger & |
went to Div Headquarters and the Col talked Gen Bundy in to letting me stay a
couple of days to get Clark started right. Welsh, Clark & 1 took a walk alter supper.
Welsh leels rather humiliated I think not to have been made S.0. Had a letter from
Jo & [rom Mother. Wrote to Jo.

27 Sept Thursday

Beautiful day. Took Clark to mect all the Chiels of Supply Depts. Received some
lumber for repair of billets. Clark & | walked out to see Dal. Did not get home
until 10PM. Sold my horse to Clark. Sent some money to the Bank of §.F.

28 Sept Fri

Went to Div QM. Sig & Ord Oflices. Learned at the Div QM. about 2 Companies of
my Div being at their stations. Also that the Ist Div would very shortly go to the
front. Oh my how I hate to leave it under such circumstances. Went out to see Dal.
Beautiful day, French Inf in trucks have been passing through for several days.

29 Sept Sat

Finished the transfer to Clark. Went to Div Supply Oflices. Big mail in. 2 letters
from Jo inclosing letter from Jim & G. Drew dillcrence in pay for Sept between
Capt & Maj. Dal came in and the Vet & 1 walked out to camp with him. Wrote to
Jo.

30 Sept Sun

Beautiful day on which to leave the old Ist. Packed up and sent my baggage on its
way at 8:45. We sent two men down with it and I expected to find it all nicely
arranged in my billet but nothing doing. Even had to get my billet fixed up alter
my arrival and then wait for a French Capt. to move out. Besides it is over a cafe
with all kinds of good looking chickens around so what is to become of me [ do not
know. Voris, Swartz & brought us over. Only one regiment of the Div is in
sofar as we know and they will arrive here tomorrow. Oh joy oh bliss. We have
electric street lights now, What do you know about that.



Mon I Oet

Beautiful day. Had a poor nights sleep. Too much noise in the street. Found Licut
Harrington, one of my assistants and he knows as little about what is going on as [ do.
Called up Hitt and had a talk with him. He started 2 man down in a machine with plans
but the machine went down and he had to postpone the trip until tomorrow. Gen Traub
and the 101 Regt arrived. There was a parade of welcome to the American troops by the
Batt stationed here and a French Batt. Gé#n Bunch & his staff and the staff of the 26th
Div attended. Aflter the street parade the Baus {aced each other and presented arms while
the French Band played the Star Spangled Banner and then our band plaved the
Marseillaise. Cannot do much for the French chow, Having a headache | think I will go to
bed.

2 Oct Tuesday

Beautiful day. Capt Waddle came in and teld me of his plans an the construction of the
lines in this district. Then the plans from Hirt's office were brought in by Glasshy.
Waddle had lunch with me and then we obtained permission to use the R.R. poles over part
of the distance., Paid 2 Francs [or | kilo of grapes.

3 Oct Wed

Overcast & rainy, Arranged to unload 4 cars of telephone poles, switchboard, phones and
wire received for division lines. Had a long conference with Cal, Burge, French Liaison
Officer, on the construction of our lines. Bessell & I called on Gen. Bundy. Found him
very pleasant. Wrote to Jo.

4 Oct Thursday

Overcast & cold, Started wiring the town. Central Office opened switchboard.

Was made Division Ordnance Offlicer pending arrival of the Hdgtrs staff, Gen Sibert &
Cal. Cheatham were here. Telegraph poles unloaded. A bunch of nurses were in the hotel
for dinner and it was sure worth while 1o s2e them.

5 Oct Fri

Cold & rainv. Received big bunch of insulators & screws & car load of cross arms.
Installation of phones is progressing. Hdqgrs Building is locared in No 21 Rue Neusse,
Wrote o letter for an auto. Suppose 1 will ger it in the neck. The French band gave a
comcert in front of Hdars and it sure can play, So cold [ think | shall go to bed, Got a
store room today thar was in use before the war as a2 sale room [or harness, automobiles,
(ixtures, etc. It was in the same condition as when war broke out. The harness was more
or icss mildewed but the other things were in good shape.

6 Oct Sat
Cold & rainy. Located the Officer building in the chaleau. Took the best lor myself of
course., The [irst phone on this line wos cut in at 3:40 s0 it appears that things are moving

7 Oct Sun

Cold & overcast windy. Curt in the Chaumont Gondrecourt trunk line and had conversation
with Lieut Glasby ar 9:15. They were very pleased to have the line in operation. Went
with Wattles to Bourmont to look over the rouie for a [ine down there. Beauniful country
Moved the office inta the chateau. Wrote 1o Jo.



g Oct Mon

Cold & rainy. Line to Gondrecourt down. Have a devil of a cold. Phoned to Voris in the
PM. Pershing is a full Gen.

§ Oct Tucs

Still cold & overcast. Phoned to the Chaplain about mail. He said he had sent me over a
letter and package. Niether received so far. Bought a2 handkerchief for Jo at the bathes.
Felt like the deuce so am going to bed to get warm. Phoned to Col. Hitt and he told me
they expected some cars in & week and that | will get one. Some of the officers of the 42
Div are in,

10 Oct Wed

Cold & Overcast. Wrote to Jo. Had a box of candy from G. Mailed Jo Govt check 8251
for $51.14 of Oct 10th Lieut J.A. Harmon. Appointed on a board to prescribe measures (or
use ofTensively & defensively against acroplanes. Rumored that the rest of the 102nd Inf
was sunk of f Halifax. They are apparcntly long overdoc.

11 D¢t Thur

Cold & overeast. Cold much berter. Board of antimaircraft met and adjourned. Talked to
Yoris aver the phone. Sent a postal to G. Switchboards. Received a car load of copper
wire. Tried to make arrangements or & store room but have not had much success,

12 Oet Fri
Cold and rained ail day. A sure enough fall day. The anti air board met and took up the
defense of town with the French Gen. They already have guns set up and we visited

locations where others are to be installed. Wrote 1o Gertrude. Heard that some more of the
Div is in England about 7000,

13 Oet

Cold rain & wind. Cleared up toward evening. Received stationary, switchboards, tape &
cells. Bowers relieved as intrepreter and Corp ___ detailed. Phoned Houdelaincourt and
they seat me some mail but it did not arrive, Co.D, Ist Tel Bart moved into town. The
board met and [inished its business in reference 10 the protection of the town,

14 Oct Sun

Cold overcast, few drizzles. Had o meeting for 2 PM. Lieut Glasby and the owner of the
garage but Glasby could not come. Got Capt Waddles 1o take me 10 Houdelaincourt. Saw
Dal for 3 minute. Could not get my clothes. He promised to have them (or me sure by
next Tuesday. Dal's Bait goes to the front the 28th of the month. The Ist Battr before that

Sorry | am not back in the same old outfit. Had letters from Mother & Jo & ornaments
lrom Jim. Wrote ta Jo.

15 Oct Mon

Sun, ¢clouds & rain, cold. Gen. Pershing and Joffre were due 1o arriveat 10 AM. They
finally came at 12:30 and had luncheon at the Providence - by the way, | am eating there -
thea at 5 PM they reviewed the French and American troops. They were lined up along
the street. [ attended on the staff of Gen Traub. Had a B ache all day. Wrote to Mother.



16 Oct Tue

Beautiful day, chilly. Lt Harrington beat it off to Chaumont without even saying by your
lcave. Phoned Col. Chatham about his surplus animals for this Division, Hitt phoned me
to try and rush the Sig. Corps Batt of this Div. Guess he wants to put them to work.

17 Oct Wed

Frost, beauriful dav. Col. Dowel, J.A,, arrived and says Gen. Edwards has gone for a trip
to the front and will not be here for several days. Harrington ordered to some artillery
range to do some wiring, Had letter from Jo. Card from Helen N. and the deed. Wrote to
Jo. Harrington was here for a couple of hours.

18 Oct Thurs

Cold and rainy, The Sig Batt arrived ar 2 PM. Werc scheduled for 8 AM and the time kept
going up a hour. Reminded me of our belated trains in the U.S. Col Hitt was 1o have a
truck here for them but it has not arrived vel. Maj Rumbaugh 42nd Div ordered to
Vauchules.

19 Oct Fri

Overcast & sunny in spots. Visited the Signal Batt and had a cup of coffee and talked
gver to some extent the work to be done. 7 officers & 35 non coms have already been sent
to school. Harrington has gone to install signal system on artillery range., Phoned to
Glasby about a lot of things. Tractor & trailer, phones switch boards, etc. Got a lovely big
plush chair for my office.

20 Oct Sat

Cold 7 overcast. Market day. Bought some pears and later Dowell & [ bought apples and
he got a pair of sox. Acknowlcdged a deed before a French notary and it took about two
hours and endless talk and two witnesses. Gen, Russell called up and informed me that he
would be down tomorrow (o icok me over. Ho! Ho! | shall welcome him gladly. Gave Gen.
Traub my helmet and gas mask. He is going to the front soon., There was a dutchman over
last night. Heard today that a German submarine had been caprured and towed into New
York harbar. Hello, lights ocut - another Dutchman over tawn., Suppose they will bomb us
300N,

2] Oct Sun

Beautiful day. Waited all forenoon for Gen, Russell and then ran into him at the Hotel,
They had been down to sce a Zéppelin that came down. About 700 feet long. There were
jor 4 of them. Had to come down on account of no gas. Guess they were blown off their
course, Morning paper states that the Briush towed 0 German sub into N.Y. harbor. Heard
that a transport returning ta the LLS. was sunk, 70 casulties, Hitt, Gibbs, Mitchell & Bird
were up with the Gen. He looked over the Baur & Tel Co.

tMon 22 Oct

Cold & (opgy. Capt Craftz & | on o motercvele & side car wenrt 1o Bonhomme to see the
German zeppelin L49. It is a perfect monster {or size and one cannot imagine how large it
is until hc has scen it. It is not badly damaged and should be in the present condition for
some time. Flirted with a very pretty girl about 4:30. 4 of us went to Gondrecourt to pay
off some men in the Batt and see Maj Chase. Got home about 8:30 and was sick all night.
Up a couple of times and did not slesp anv.



Tues Oct 23

Liberty Bond is up lor us today. Do not know how much was subscribed. [ took 4 bonds
for the babes. Felt bum all day. Hitt & Gilasby came down to se¢ about the store room.
They were satisfied with what we have and instcad of a shop here it will have to be in
Chaumont. My typewriter came today. Helmets & Cauchat rifles for Div have arrived.
Gee | look so thin I am scared of mysell and feel so queer | am going to bed. The young
woman is playing beautifully the piano.

Qet 24 Wed

Cold & overcast, Crafts & Wartles came to my office to arrange for taking over the
telephone installation. Went to Gondrecourt in the PM and on to the regiment. Met some
mut riding my horse and we almost ran over him. Had to run off the road and narrowly
missed a tree and as it was the car turned over and skinned the drivers knee all up. Tooth
is worse 50 1 will have 10 see one of the darling dentists. Learned that Molyneux has been
in the hospital at Bayoilles for a couple of weeks. Some of the aliens from the Ist were
lost on the Antilles. Dal is asst to the $.0.

Oct 25 Thurs

Poured down rain at times and the sun shown beautifully at times. Tooth gave me the
deuce. Dentist lanced the gum twice and it relieved it to some extent. Tried to find a
X-ray machine to photograph it but there is none closed than Chaumont. May have 1o go
there as the dentist docs not think it is the tooth as they are all solid. When [ was looking
lor the dentist | ran into Williams, now Sgt Maj, who was ward master of F Ward and
ordered the $7.00 roses for me. He is quite stout. Funny that we should meet in such a big
place as this. Bessell is back for a day or two. The town mayor is giving a big reception
to a big bunch of us tenight but | don't know whether | can go with this tooth or not.

26 Oct Fri

Cold & overcast. Went 1o the party and returned ar 12 midnight. Had a [ine time with
real ice cream and fine pastry. Had sandwiches made of American bread and how the
Frenchmen did go for them, First they had scen in a long time [ guess. Excellent music.
Tooth was still hurting this morning so [ went to Bayoilles and saw a sure enough dentist.
He was undetermined as to the reason and wanted an X-ray but the X-ray specialist was
up at the (ront. However he drilled into a perfectly sound tooth and treated it as the
swelling was at the root of it. Am to sec him tomorrow. Went to see Molyneaux and he is
feeling pretty good. Wants to get back 1o the regiment. Wrote a long letter to Jo just
because it was our anniversary.

27 Oct Sat

Rained all night and all day. Bought some apples & pears at the market. Went to the
dentist again at 9 and he certainly did give me the deuce. First he squeezed a thimble full
of puss cut of my gum and then he drilled the tooth until the drill dropped through my
chin but he put some dope in myv tooth and it felt much better all day. The Gen. had a
mecting at 2 PM of all the heads of Dept & Organizations at which we discussed supply
mostly. Am going to have one of those delightful basin baths wonight
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28 Oct Sun
Rain & snow. First snow of the season. Wrote to Jo, Jim & Mama. Phoned to Voris about
work at the front. Been here 4 weeks today, Seems an awfully long time.

29 Oct Mon

Cold but clear. Snow on hills. Went ta dentist and he fixed my tooth up temporarily to do
until the X-ray machine is ready. Then he wants to take a picture to determine the cause
of the trouble. Heard that Div HQ is leaving Havre so we will have them with us in a few
days. Pur up a stove in the office and got some wood. Joy at last. Am eating with the
101st Officers mess. Took up the question of a cable office.

30 Oct Tue

Big Frost & ice. Beautiful day. Opened telegraph office and cable office. Glasby, Repp &
Serotan were down from the Chief’s office. Went 1o Grondecourt with them and back by
side car. Saw Voris for a few minutes. Also saw a big mail headed for the 18th Inf. So I
may get something tomorrow. Our first casualty occurred yesterday, Lieut Hardin, Sig

Corps, wounded by shrapnel. Understand they tore his clothing all to pieces at the hospital
for souveniers,

3] Oct Wed

Overcast. Division Hdqtrs arrived and we now seem to have more than enough offlicers.
Turned the Ord job over to the man it belongs to. Gen Traub came back from the front.
Phoned the Regt and they got a big mail vesterday, Don’t see why | don't get some.

| Nov Thurs

Beautiful day. Was going to Chaumont but could not ger started in the morning and took
the alternoon {or it. Home at 6 nearlv frozen, Had 4 letters [rom Jo and a package of
candy. She is at last with Mother and has found out that | am a Major. I'll bet she soon
gets enough of the cold weather. Was told at Hdqrs that I will get an auto about the end
of the week. Received word that the Outpost company is increased materially. Moved
telegraph office to my office.

2 Nov Fri

QOvercast & drizzly all day. Had a long talk with Crafts on instruction. cquipment, etc. 6
Major Generals with Chiels of Staff & Aides blew in to be cared for overnight. Moved the
mounted dispatch service 10 my ofTice, Understand that the ltalians lost 180,000 men and
1500 guns. 5aw in the paper that the first prisoner we captured died of wounds. He was a

dispatch carrier and lost his way. He reported that the German soldiers did not know that
American soldiers were on the [(ront.

3 Nov Sat

Overcast. Received word about 20 Ford trucks that are coming here 1o be set up, painted
and distributed 4 to a Div area. Expect my car to be in tomorrow, Whoop La! laspected
the Gen's house with Dowell & Simpkins.

4Nov Sun

Overcast. Had a delayed letter from Jo. Also a picture of Jim Arrasmith Jr and a note
from Jim about the clothes [rom Sigmund Eisuer. 3 French cars arrived at noon for me
but there must be some mistake about 2 of them. Went to see Dal in one of them and took
Dowell along. Had a talk with Brewer about the [ront. His Batt got the (irst prisoner and
had the [irst man wounded the |6th. Were raided Fri night and had 3 men killed, 5
wounded and 12 missing. Wrote to Jo and the two babes.



5 Mov Mon
Overcast, warm. 20 Ford trucks arrived to be set up and painted. The Chief says [ can go
to the front when 1 want to. Dowell & [ took a long walk before dinner.

& Nov Tue

Owvercast, warm. Turned over 2 of my French cars to the 101st Div and Capt Wattles Co.
Got a buzzer and am trying to learn the code. Dowell & 1 went for @ walk. Davis came up
to the office and sent on the buzzer to me.

T Nov Wed

Overcast & drizzeling. The Lafayette Club opened at 3 PM with a big turn out of French
& US Officers. An excellent concert was rendered by the 69th French Band. Sent Major
Coulon, English Army, to Gondrecourt in my car at 6 PM. He is delivering lectures on
bavonet [ighting. Wrote to Jo. Have a B ache

8 Nov Thurs

Overcast & cold. Felt like the deuce, Sour stamach. Sent Maj Coulon to Rebieville in the
machine. Went over to Mancourt to see how they are getting along with the Fords. Dowell
and I walked from 5 to 6 and I walked after dinner from 7 to 9.

9 Nov Fri

Rainy & overcast. A French RR offlicer was to see me about the lines we are using of
theirs to Bourmont. Sent Maj Coulon to Pompierre in the car., Went to Chauvmaont,
Simpkins and a French Capt rode back with me. Prerty strong rumors 1o the effect that
Div Hdqgrs will be routed out of here.

10 Nov Sat

Rainy & overcast. 3 French officers called on me in reference to their Signal Corps school
and | arranged to send 4 Officers & 26 enlisted men. It is a 8 weeks course. The General
arrived at 5 o'clock. We all turned out to meet him and the Band & | Batt of the 10]st
were turned out. Gen Pershing is coming tomorrow. Ate so many beans and doughnuts for

supper that [ am liable to burst before morning, Had a pair of moccasins and a letter from
Jo.

|l Mov Sun

Overcast. Gen, Pershing inspected billets. Wenrt to Houdelainecourt in the PM. Dal had
gone to the front with the transportation. Wanted to see Voris but he was oot. Dowell & [
called on the Gen. and lound that cvervone else was doing the same thing. Wrote to Jo.

12 Nov Mon

Overcast & sun in spots. Received lilms lrom Jo. Have arranged it with the C of S to go
to the front. Phoned Voris and he will let me know tomorrow whether [ am to go alone or
with him. Got my mask and helmet back (rom Gen. Traub.

13 Nov Tues

Beautiful day. Did very little. Voris phoned me that he could not get permission to send
me to the front this week. Too many high brows going up. He hopes to take me the first
of the week. Had a chill and sat by Dowell's [ire all evening,






Mov 25 Sun

Poured down rain. Sunshine, sleet & snow. Went to Houdelaincourt. Took Maj Kennedy,
Engr, to Gondrecourt. Had lunch with the Col. Heard lots of things about the front
Wrote to Jo and the Arrasmiths.

26 Nov Mon

Sun, overcast, rain & snow. Phoned to Mitchell about the school and he was quite upset to
think that the order had not arrived. Left for Gondrecourt and of all the mud holes | ever
saw it takes the cake. Was assigned to a barrack where the mud was ankle deep around my
bunk. Saw Rutherford and he is as sore as a boiled owl.

27 Nov Tue

Rain & snow. Had lectures & demonstrations in gas and the protection. Went through a
gas chamber with the respirator on. Moved into another building. Bowers brought lumber
and fixed up my corner of the squad room.

28 Nov Wed

Overcast. Finished the gas course. Has all kinds of drills in the gas chamber one of which
was to change from the respirator to the French mask inside the tank, It was filled with
enough chlorine to put one out with only a few breaths. Had the exam in the evening.
Went to Neaufchateau for Thanksgiving.

29 Nov Thurs

Thanksgiving. Overcast. Had an excellent dinner at the 101st Hdgrs mess, Turkey,
potatoes, sweet potatoes, squash, cauliflower, dressing & gravy, apples, oranges, nuts, plum
pudding, mince pie & salad., The acting Sig Officer jumped all over me for signing some
papers. He evidently 15 greatly impressed with the importance of the job. Cass & [ went
out to the football game and then took a long walk over the hill. Wrote to Jo , Cutie and
cards to Gen Davis, Gertrude, Helen and Mother. Dowell & 1 took a long walk in the
evening. Back to the school at 10 PM.

30 Nov Fri
Overcast. The Signal course started and [ think [ can learn a lot of things. Returned to

camp from Neufchateau about 11 last night. We are having lectures interspersed with a lot
of buzzer and visual signaling.

| Dec

Overcast. Sat. Had a morning session of the signal class and left for Neufchateau at 1 PM.
Elkerts went up with me, | went on out to Leffonds and had a session with the dentist.
Then had a talk with Col Shelton about my status. He advised me to put everything up to
Chase while [ am away and then there could be no comeback if anvthing goes wrong.

2 Dee Sun

Rain, sun, snow, some¢ colder. Meeting of all Div Staff Officers ar 11:30 and Col Shelton
gave us a long talk on what was expected of us. Wrote to Mother & Jo and sen G an Xmas
handkerchief. Had letters from Jo, Mother & Clarence. Maj Cass went to the hospital with
a severe cold. Returned to school at 3 PM.

3 Dec Maon

Overcast, cold. Snow on ground. Signal School Course. Rumored that course will be cut
short so that we can be home for Xmas. Drill & walk for 45 minutes.



4 Dec

Overcast. Cold as the deuce. Ground frozen and about 1" snow. Gen. Bliss, Col. House,
Gen Pershing and a retinue of women and others visited the school and all the classes gave
demonstrations for them. We turned out to see them.

5 Dec
Overcast, colder. Nothing out of the ordinary happened.

6 Dec
Overcast, coldest morning yet. Our squad room went for a 45 minute walk. Signal school.

7 Dec
Overcast, warmer. 45 minute walk. Exam in signal class. Met Rafter and a bunch of 18th
teamsters on our walk, Saw Col, Morrow,

8 Dec Sat
Owvercast. Walk. Signal school. Went to Neufchateau in PM. Had a session with dentist
Had 4 letters from Jo and a package of socks. Wrote Jo a long letter 12 pages.

9 Dec Sun

Fine day. Wrote to Mother, Had letter [rom Jo, Jim, Mother and bill from Sig Eisuer. The
42nd Div is to be moved. They are too close to the front under the present conditions and
it is desirable to get them out of the way so if the Germans come to this front they will
not interfere with the movement of troops. The 26th may also have to move. Had a long
session with Col. Shelton. He was outlining the work of his intelligence section and T will

have some of the work to do. | left cablegrams to be sent to Jo and Mother. Rerurned to
school in the afternoon.

10 Dec Mon

All the school went to Washington Center to witness demonstrations. Had cloud gas,
artillery and M.G. barages. Wind came up in the afternoon and it was cold as the dence.
Saw Dal lor 1/2 hour and invited mvself out to Xmas dinner. Overcast.

11 Dec Tues

Cold & overcast. Walk. Signal school. 42nd Div is moving so lighting troops can occupy
that territory. So they will be handy for German activities. The bunch sang until 3-30.
Aceroplane bombarded Bar-le-Duec. Toothache.

12 Dec Wed

School. Walk. Dr Healev ordered back to his station for not getting back from Paris on
time. 42nd Div is moving. Overcast.

13 Dec Thurs

School. Walk. Healey left. So we now have but 12 in our building. Overcast. 3 German
planes went over.

i4 Dec Fri

School. Lecture on camoflage. Examination. Warmer and drizzeling. Walk down through
the chateau grounds.

15 Dec Sat

Overcast. School in forencon, Went to Neufchateu for the weekend, Had a session with
the dentist.



16 Dec Sun

Owvercast, colder. Meeting at the General's of all Brigade, Regt and staff comdrs. Went to
Bayoiiles and had an X-ray of my jaw taken. Went across to La Fauche and back. Out to
Houdelaincourt to see Dal. Supply Co. was out in the street for inspection. Dal was out to
Washington Center.

17 Dec Mon

Snow, cold & overcast. Work outside with T.P.S. & T.S.F. Reports have it that Germany is
massing troops near MNancy and Verdun, Peace negotiations between her and Russia. All

the Doctors left us for their various stations for the remainder of the term. Letter from
Walt.

18 Dec Tues

Colder & windy, overcast. School inside. Demonstration by Major Swartz Bn. of liaison
with aeroplane by Inf. Rumors that the Ist & 26th Div are going to Italy. Voris is back
from the British front, Walk.

19 Dec Wed
Cold, overcast. School. Rumor that we will have to move to another building. B. ache.
Paper says Germans are concentrating for big drive on French front.

20 Dec Thurs
Cold, foggy. Walk down the Meuse river. Saw a stork. In PM we prepared for problem
tomorrow., Went to Depot Q.M. and bought hat, cap and shoes.

Dec 21 Fri

Cold, foggy. Rehearsed the problem (rom & 10 11. Saw Col. Morrow. The problem was
staged at 2:15 zero hour. Stokes mortar barrage was very poor but artillery and M.G.
barrages were excellent. German airplanes were reported coming our way but they did not
show up.

Deg 22 Sat

Colder, overcast. Walked out to see a Spad, French aeroplane. School in (orenoon. Went to
Meufchateau in PM. Called on the Gen. and had a long talk with him. (Was informed that
he liked my looks.) Col. Beachem is ordered away, Pendleton will be Div Q.M. Landlady
had a hot water mug in my bed. Gee it was [ine.

Dec 23 Sun

Little sun. Returned to Gondrecourt, 12 German machines were reported headed in this
direction. Did not show up. Have an awful cold, Big guns going all night. Wrote to Jo, G
and Walt. Had a letter [rom Jo,

24 Dec Mon
& below zero. Sun shown for awhile. Warmed up. Walked. School. |12 medicos moved into

our building. We had nuts, raisens, candy, {ruit, champagne, song and stories. Ryan was
sick in bed. We turned in at 10, It was warmer and snowing.

Merry Xmas

Overcast, warmer. The members of the Signal Class in this building 64) had a dispatch
case hanging on my bunk when [ returned from breakfast. The only present | received.
Walked out to Houdelaincourt, Called on the Adj, Col. Saw Molyneux. Inspected Supply
Co. dinner. It was so good | wanted to stop there for dinner. Dal the lobster had gone to
Paris. Talked to Molyneux most of the afternoon. Douglas, Arizona sent a big supply of
candy, nuts and tobacco to the Ist inf. for Xmas. Have one deuce of a cold.



26 Dec

Overcast. About 2 inches of snow on the ground. Had such a cough 1 did not go for a
walk with the bunch. School. Snowed in spells.

27 Dec Thurs

Soow. Walked Walked down through chatecau grounds. Examination, Did not do very well
in it. Felt 100 rotten. Our 5 Doctors returned late, cold and glad to get back. Sun shown
awhile and we o0k pictures of the bunch,

28 Dec¢ Fri
Blizzard. Problem called off. We had no wood so had to go to bed early. Tommy, Senator,
Gaylord & Crawford went to town (or the night

29 Dec

Clear, 8 above zero. Snow drifted badly. They could not start my car so [ had to come up
with Capt Crafts in a Ford auto. Did not get started until late and then had to turn back
for a Capt he forgot. Arrived at 5:30. Found 3 letters from Jo, | from Mother and letters
enclosed from Helen, Mabel and Mother Anslyn. Also a box of candy (rom G and sox &
wringlets. A big box from home (rom everyone. Just the things | wanted. It really was a
sure enough Xmas evening if such a thing by oneseil is possible. Am concerned over the
tone of Jo's letter. Don't know what 10 think. Had a bath, first in a month and am going
io bed. Hope my cold is better in the morning. Coughed all night.

30 Dec Sun

Cold, sun shone in spots. Wrote to Jo. Missed a meeting at the Gen's. Was not norified.
Felt so rotten in the PM cveryone gave me the dickens lor not seeing the Dr and go to bed.
Walked up to the aviation (ield with Cass, Dowell, Maybach & Stevens. Home early and 1o
bed. Landlady knew | was sick and brought me up a glass of hot sherry or cognae,
Enough to make a family drunk. Also a bowl of hot milk and sugar. Warmed up my bed
and tucked me in. Said to knock on the wall if | needed anything at night.

31 Dec Mon

Cold. Sick in bed. Dr. said if | could get things to cat and be comfortable I could stay
here in bed rather than go to the hospital. So | am staying. The landlady kecps filling me
up with hot drinks and if Jo could sec how weak | am she would be surprised at her old
man. This is certainly 2 great way to end up (917



1918

I Jan Tues
Still cold, some sun. In bed all day, Sent my card to the Gen. Had toast, eggs & chocolate

so feel quite strong. Had many thoughts for the coming year and what it will bring lorth,
Wonder where 1 will be a year hence. In the U, 5. 1 hope.

2 Jan Wed

Overcast. The Dr. let me get up for a part of the day. Box of candy from home. Wrote to
Jo.

3 Jan Thurs

Beautiful day. Shelton goes to the 104 Inf. Dowell is C of 5. Everybody gets promoted
bur Bill.

4 Jan Fri

Coldest morning yet. Beautiful day. Dowell says I am to work in the Operations Section.
Had a bad night. Coughed all night.

5 Jan Sat

Zero weather., Beautiful day. 2 letters from Jo. Box of candy & muffler from Helen.

Attached to operations section, Also temporary Asst Adjutant, Cass sent to hospital with
pneumonia,

Sun Jan 6

Cold, beautiful day. Meeting at General's. Several French Officers for Division arrived,
Gen is giving a big dinner this evening for Gen Munroc and other French Officers at the
Club. Wrote to Jo. Had a fine dinner. Did not get home until 11 o’clock.

Jan 7 Mon

Raining and so slick. Arranged for a moving picture operator for Division. Wrote to Gee,
Helen & Mother. Bought 2 pair of English breeches.

Jan 8 Tues

Snowing, Moved my office to Div Hdgrs, 1st U. 5. is going to the front with the 69th Div
French,

Jan 9 Wed

Snowing, colder. Relieved as Asst Div Adj, Back on Operations and Intelligence. Wrote to
Jo. Heard that Wood is in France and is coming to Neufchateau to command 1st Corps as
Lieut Gen, Lovely,

10 Jan Thurs
8" of spow, warm, overcast. Moving picture Lieut & 2 operators joined the Div,

11 Jan Fri
Sprinkling, snow melting. Very slick & sloppy. 6th Div French left for trenches.

12 Jan Sat
Sun & overcast. Everything covered with ice. Slick as the deuce. Colonel DeWitt &
McClane called. Theyv are Corps Hdqrs personnel, Do not know when Hdgrs are coming,



13 Jan Sun

Owvercast, snow. Stafl meecting at the Generals. Letter from Jo. Wrote to Jo. Capt Mailick
and Lt Marty had lunch with us.

14 Jan
Cold. Beautiful davy. Inspected drill at MNancourt. Went for a walk with Col. Hobba.

15 Jan

Drizzeling. Slicker than ever. Worked on Brigade problems. Col. Fitch was in 3 few
minutes,

Jan 16

Rain. Most of the lce gone. Cooper sent 1o Tront 1o photo 18t Div. Col Parker joined to
take command 102 Inf., Wrate 1o Jo. Gen. Russell phoned ta me.

I7T Jan Thurs

Rain. Went to Gondrecourt lor electralyte. On to Houdelaincourt and found all the 18th
Inf, gone but Sgt Leftkovitz and 7 cripples. The Tth F.A. was in town temporarily. Broke
down coming home and | rode with Capt Constance? Saw Col Chetham and he and Voris
are coming (o Meufchalcauw on Sunday on the Staff of the Ist Corps.

I1& Jan Fri
My Gen Court met. Worked on problem for the Brigade. New uniform order doing away

with the campaign hat and substituting the dinky little thing. Also a leave order allowing
us T days in each 4 months, Rainy ond overcast. Warm.

19 Jan sat

Owvercast. Went to Field Bo to see what they were doing. Ma) Paddock came down about

equipment. Said we would be the next Div to go 1o the trenches. Phoned to Bessell at
Bourmaont.

20 Jan Sun

Beautiful dav, At the meeting at the Generals he informed ws that we are going 10 the
trénches inside of 10 days, Whoop - the entire division will be in for |15 davs with a
French Division. Then we come back for a training period and go back and take over a
sector . Oh Jov. Went to the Generals for dinner. He has a way of asking me what |
think of certain officers. Stevens, Case and | went for a walk out the Nancy road, Wrote
to Jo and Jim,

21 Jan Mon
Beautiful day. Had a long talk with Yoris and 1 do not think our Div is anv worse of §
than the |st. Phoned to the front to Cooper over our own ling. Went (o Nancourt in the

P8, Had 2 letters From Jo, Exton relieved from the operations section and this leaves me
to do all the work,

22 Janm

Dwercasi, Yoris was in the office early, He phoned the [ront and the Bosch raided the Isa
Inf last night but got nothing. G.C.M. of which [ am the President sat all day in the
French Court Room.



23 Jan

Overcast. G.CM. Letter from Jo. Heard that Ist was gassed and lost some men by shell
fire. Wrote to Jo. Had Voris to dinner,

24 Jan Thurs

Beautiful day. Went to Gondrecourt in the P.M. lor signal supplies. Information about our
move and it is for 30 days. The Ist lost 2 men and 4 wounded by shell [ire. Meeting at
generals on M.Gs.

25 Jan Fri
Beautiful day. Went to Chaumont to see about getting property. Met Griswold and

Magruder. Certainly was fine to see them. Griz was tickled to death. We are to go to the
front Feb Sth,

26 Jan Sat

Beautiful day. Gen's Hale, Kuhn & Kennedy were here. Griswold had lunch with me.
Dowell and | behind locked doors worked out the scheme of our departure. Cooper came
back from the front, Was ordered to be ready 10 go our Front to line things up for a few
days along with others, but the Corps cut Bevans and [ off the list. Gen Russell & Gibbs
were in for a few minutes and went on to Toul.

27 Jun Sun

Beautiful day. Voris & 1 visited the Ist Div at the front. Went through Toul. Had dinner
with Sig Corps. Ran in to Gen, Russell & Gibbs and did not get a chance to get up to the
trenches. Would have gone on to Beaumont but the Bosch were shelling the road to beat
the band. Went to the Generals for a conference with the Chief of Staff.

28 Jan Mon

Beautiful day. Worked all day on letter of instructions {or movement of Div, Heingleman
is here as operations man on the Corps Staff. Received a pair of sox rom Jo.

29 Jan Tue
Beautiful day. Dentist finished with me. Went out to seec the M.Gs of the Div fire.

30 Jan Wed

Overcast. 3 letters and some pictures from Jo, letter from Mother. Met Col. Roberts whom
I have not seen since 1901 on Morth end of Samar. Gen Wood was wounded slightly and
his aid(e) seriously reported.

31 Jan Thurs

Foggy & frosty all day. Albright and 1 went to the lst Div. Had dinner with the Sig Bn.
Voris was there . Went on to 18th Hdqrs and back to the Supply Co. Saw all the old
timers. Got a leather coat on memo receipt. They are line for the wind, Home at 6:30.
Albright had dinner with me. Co. [ 18th was raided vesterday. 2 killed, | captured and 4
wounded. Paris was bombed last night, damage not given.

1 Feb Fri

Frosty & foggy. G.C.M.,, 1 case. Ordered to be ready to go to Soissons by Machine
tomorrow. Packed and got things in shape. Have to take King with me,






8 Feb Fri
Overcast. Put in SB at Couvrelles and opened communications with all our P.Cs. Went to
P.C. Francinette in PM. Quite a little artillery firing by both sides.

9 Feb Sat
Beautiful day. Inspected biilets with the Gen. Laid out telephone scheme for Chatecau.

Went to P.C. Guy to see Col. Parker in the AM, then to Soissons. Col. Dowell and all of Div
Hdqrs arrived. :

10 Feb Sun

Beautiful day, Went to all Brigade & Regt P.Cs to {ix up the code for messages. 103 had !
man killed by shell, Qur first loss from German fire. Another man wounded, 101st had
one man killed by his own Co. He was out in front and did not answer the challenge. Had
letters from Jo & Jim. Wrote to Jo.

11 Feb Mon
Fine day, Met Carabin and arranged some business. Also saw Albright and Simkins,
Arranged motor dispatch service and tclegraph service.

12 Feb Tues

Beautiful day. Worked in the office all forenocon. Met Carabin and Albright in afternoon.
Col Chetham and Winship had lunch with us. Miss Parker, Devereux and Johnson, ourses,
had dinner with us. A German machine brought down a ballon a short distance fron here.

13 Feb Wed

Beautiful day. In offlice all forcnoon. Went to 104 Inf and Sig Bn in PM. Craig made
some statements to Col. Bevans derogatory 1o the way Gen. Edwards is running the Div and
the Gen, went to Gen. Liggett to get things straightened out. Knowing him and how mad
he was [ think he will do it. Wrote to Jo.

14 Feb Thurs

Wolcott & | went to the 22d Div French, Dowell & Mavback to the 61, Hobbs & Stevens to
the 21 & Weisell 1o the Depot Div. We came over at 11:30. Are living at Gen. Cole mess
and have a room in 8 barrack. Called on the French 2nd & 3rd Burcau Officers in the PM
Visited the Corps pigeon loft.

15 Feb Fra

Fine day. Patrol of 104 & French captured a prisoner. He was brought to the 2d Bureau
for investigation. Logan & | went to Btry E 102 Art. [n PM ! went to Hdqrs 102 Art. Met
Col Locke whom 1 knew at Leavenworth in 1906. Bosche acroplanes were active in the PM
and raided Soissons about 8 o'clock, We watched the fireworks which lasted about an hour.
Art & M.G. fire all night.

16 Feb Sat

Beautiful day. Went to Soissons. Worked in Signal office all afternoon. There was fliring
at German machines all day and | saw one start to fall. Lost sight of it so could not tell
whether it righted itself or not. Ground is [rozen hard and did not thaw any today.



17 Feb Sun

Beautiful day. Intended to go to Couvrelles but Gen Cole said it was H Day so staid at
home to see the excitement. The art opened at | PM and kept it up until 4. There was
very little action by the Germans but their air machioes were very busy, They were being
fired at all day and | was brought down near Missy. The machine gun was sent to Wolcott.
About § o'clock the Bosche opened up with a deuce of a barrage and kept it up for an hour

and then again in the morning. They did very little damage however, but one shell went
through Col. Shelton’s auto at his P.C. Wrote to Jo.

18 Feb

Beautiful day. Went to Couvrelles to [ix up some papers. Had lunch at the Generals. He
said he had something for me to do so | will (inish here soon. Heard some bombs burst so
guess they have dropped some more on Soissons or some other nearby place, My car caught
on fire but we got it out before it burned up.

19 Feb

Beautiful day. Wolcott & 1 went to Mont de Taubes to see Col Shelton and also inspect
things. The Bosche were shelling like the deuce and we made 3 starts before we finally
went to the {ront line. A shell had gone through his car and exploded and put the car on
the bum sure enough. Stopped at Baud de Perre on the way back. Wrote to Papa.

20 Feb Wed

Overcast. Went to Soissons. Spent a few minutes in the topographical burean. The
Germans pulled a raid on the 104th Inf last night and lost | man killed, | captured and
beat it back without getting anything. Alirplanes were very active and about midnight
bombs were dropping and guns were going at a furious rate but 1 was not curious enough
to get up. Received a communication today thet seems 1o indicate that 1 was appointed a
Licut Col back in August. Hope it is true. It is raining this evening. 104 were raided last
night but beat the Bosche off.

21 Feb Thurs

Overcast. Went to Crouy & Couvrelles. Found Voris & Albright in with the Gen. He told
me the work he wanted me to do in getting ready to take over the Namoy (Vailly) sector,
In PM went to Mt de Leuilly and with the glasses watched the German positions for an
hour or more. Went over 1o see Dowell at night and he thinks he could accept the Lieut

Col'cy, Received my uniforms and also a box of things to eat from the Johnsons. Had a
letter from Dal, Mama fell and threw her wrist out of place

22 Feb Fri
Overcast, Accepted the Lieut Col'cy. Yoris & Albright came over. We went to Mt de
Taubes.

23 Feb Sat

Overcast. Walked to Mt de Leuilly to see the cable line work. Was all ready to return to
Couvrelles and Col. Dowell came over and thought that we should stay so here | am but
Wolcott went back. Went to Francinette with Gen. Cole.

24 Feb Sun

Overcast. Went to Wauroy & Couvrelles. Had lunch with the Gen. Stopped at Crouy and
talked to Dowell & Mavback for a long time. Went back to Couvrelles for a conference
with Gen Cole in the evening. Wrote to Jo.




25 Feb Mon

Owvercast & rain. Went to Guy and Col. Parker nearly talked me to death, Then went on
up to his froat line Co. Was not favorably impressed with his men in so far as their
instruction is concerned. Got wet and muddy and despite the [act that we arrived at the
Bn. just as they were sitting down to cat we were not invited. Some courtesy. Had a look
at old Fort Mal Maison which surc i5 a wreck. A German shell bad destroyed an
ammunition dump yesterday evening and it was still burning. The dugouts face the enemy
absolutely and the more [ see of things the less | think of the German as a {ighter.
Stopped at Crouy aflter cating bread & jam and plum pudding which we had in the car -
and came home with Gen. Cole. 1t is a (ull moon tonight. Clear, cold and the aircraflt
guns are going so the Bosche must be busy,

26 Feb Tues

Beautiful day. Visited the 101st Inf. Went to Chamois for Lt King and visited one Co.
P.C. in a large cave. i was not allowed to go to the other Co. in daytime. Had lunch at
Chamoais with the French Col. and took Lt Jones to visit the right Co. of the 101st. Saw the
German avions chase a French ballon down, the observer jumping out in his parachute.
The right Co. P.C. is at Ostel in an immense cave. Walked | km underground to get to the
Signal office. Started to the Co. but the Bosche started shelling so we turned around and
beat it. One shell broke so close it threw mud on me. They were also using gas shells and
we put on our masks. The avions were very active all day and anti-aireralt guns were kept
busy. Saw my Ist casualty today. Shell fragment in head fatal,

27 Feb Wed

Rainy & overcast. Went to Couvrelles and came back by Nauroy, Douamaont, Alzy and
Temey Sony., Rotten road. Wrote to Jo.

28 Feb Thurs

Rainy. At 9 PM the Bosche put down a barrage on Chavignon sector and sent 3 picked
compantes across. They were driven back from the trenches but picked up a working party
of 10 men. 2 men were killed, 18 wounded and the French lost & killed, 18 wounded.

1 March

Cold overcast. Came to Couvrelles to fix up some papers and was told to move back so [
moved back in the afternoon.

2 March Sat
Cold & snowing. Worked in office all day.

3 March Sun
Cold. Worked on requisitons for wiring new area. Wrote to Jo, Walt & Jim,

4 March Mon
Cold & snow. Wenrt to Soissons to see Col Carabin. Rode in with Mavback.

5 March Tues
Overcast. Went to Crouy, Juvigny and Clamecy.

6 March Wed
Beautiful day. Went to Billy & Crany., Mayback & I went lfor a walk to Braine in the
afternoon. Had a real bath in the bath tub. Warm water. Gen. Brewster, Inspector, is here.




7 March Thurs
Beautiful day. Went to Nancy with Gen Traub.

8 March

Beautiful day. Gen. Pershing was here. Went to Nauroy with Cel Dowell and in
the PM 1o Ostel & Juvigny. Wrote to Jo. Col. Conner & Maj White were here.
Air raid over herc and Soissons.

9 March Sat
Beautiful day. Went to Nauroy with Col. Dowell. Brewster is investigating us
to se¢ if we have complicd with orders.

10 March Sun
Beautiful day., Gen., Edwards and his staff had their picture taken. Went to
Billy. Bowers saw in the paper that his father had died.

11 March Mon

Beautiful day, Went to Soissons. Car clutch went on the bum and had to stop

at shop lor an hour, German machines on the way to Paris went over about 9 PM
One was brought down on the way back.

12 March Tues

Beautiful day. Went to Clameecy to see the German machine. It was burned up.
I took a couple of pictures. They had | bomb unexploded. 2 of the passengers
were badly injured, | unhurt. Had 4 letters from Jo.

13 March Wed

Went to Crany & Art P.C. with Simpkins. Gen. Lassiter, Col Logan and a French
Col had lunch with us.

14 March Thurs
Went to Crany & Billy to see Simpkins and Albright.

15 March
Went to Nauroy. Sent helmet to Jo. Packed up to move.

16 March Sat

Beautiful day. Went to Fort Mal-Maison with Wolcott and McCormick. Cooper
took pictures of the Div Hdgrs Force and then some of Gen E, Dowell & L
Pendleton, Mayvback and Hobbs left for our new sector. The Bosche shelled the
Corps front from 18 10 24 o'clock with gas and shell. Letter to Jo and
pictures of staffl oficers.

St Patricks Day

Beautiful. Left Couvrelles at 915 via Soissons, Chatcau-Theirry, Epernay,
Chalons, Vitry le Francois, Brienne le Chateau to Bar sur Aube. Arrived at 4
o'clock. Ate lunch near Chalons. Beautiful country. Large vineyards.
Stopped at Hotel St Andre.

18 March Mon

Beautiful day, Arranged for a phone in Div Hdqrs and in the towns where the
Inf. Regt Hdqrs are and separate units are to be. Moved from annex to Hotel.
Ford & I joined the girls in the hotel lobby.



19 March

Rain. Afternoon went with the Gen & Simpkins on a reconnaisance trip to
Brienne, Joinville and east of the Marne. Covered about 90 miles. The Gen
said we had 163 gas casuvalties from the shelling =zat night, 13 serious.

20 March Wed
Rain. Went with the Gen & MNat on another reconnaissance. Had lunch at

Joinville. Got home at 4 PM., Had a communication to the effect that my Lieut
Col'cy was a mistake, Rats

21 March Thurs

Reconnoitering all day with MNat and the Gen. Qut as far as Montier & Brienne.

We heard very heavy firing and thought the big offensive might have started.
Rain.

22 March Fri

Good day. The Gen sent me out with Gen. Traub to show him the landscape. Gone
all afternoon. Col. Gridecot from Chaumont was down and said the big offensive
had started. So that accounts for all the noise we heard vyesterday.

23 March Sat
Beautiful day. Worked on [lield orders all day with the Gen and after dinner he
had a conference of all Gen's & Col's to discuss them and the position in

readiness but while we were at dinner a telephone message (rom G.H.Q. stopped
the maneuver and ordered us direct to our area,

24 March Sun
Wonderful day. Came to Reynel to start the telephone business. Our living
quarters are in a [ine old chateau that was once owned by Louis XIV, The

family now live in part of it. Went to Rimaucourt and Liffol in PM. Wrote to
Jo.

25 March

Fine day. Went to Neufchateau, Chaumont and Bar sur Aube. The Gen had left
Bar so I came on to Reynel. Got in at 9:30 cold and hungry and Peters made me
some toast and chocolate. Paid my respects to Gen, Liggett but only for a
minute, Col. Gibbs told me that he had heard the Div was fipe and that the Sig
Bn was the best in the line. Saw Magruder for a minute.

26 March Tues

Cold raw wind. Went to Langres to see Kelly, L of C Signal Officer. Had lunch
with Pike. Saw Sheldon, McDermott & McMillan. Came home wvia St Blin to see
Albright.

27 March Wed

Fine day. Heingleman & DeWitt were here and we have orders to be ready to move
to the front on the 29th. The German drive is going very badly for the Allies.
The Gen and all his Hdgrs arrived today,

28 March Thurs

Good day. Went to Andelot to tell Gen Cole about our move to the front. We
are to go in on the right of the Ist Div. Then to St Blin & Neufchateau.
Bought a waist for Jo and a dress for Palette’s baby.



29 March

Good Friday. Went to St Blin and at 5 o'clock to Neufchateau to see Voris
Our orders were changed several times during the day and the last one was that
we were (o relieve the lst Div so they could go to the big battle front. The

Germans did not gain so much taday. Rainy. The Sec of War - Baker - was with
us for the afternoon.

30 March Sat

Rainy. The Div began the move to the front by truck. The Gen went to Toul to
call on the French Corps Comdr. Albright & Smith went up to go over the
sector. Sent the package to Jo. Also a letter to her and Mother, Mrs. Lois
Anderson from Washington, Red Cross worker & nurseé ¢camé to see the Gen. He
being in Toul she staid [sic] all afterncon and night. [ like her very much

gxcep! that she smokes cigarettes. Also a big bunch of Mass. politicians here

and w¢ had 13 for dinner.

31 March Sun

Raining. Had breakfast with Mrs. Anderson. Left for Boucqg our new Hdgrs at
11. Stopped at Treveray to see Dal but he was away. Saw a few old timers
Arrived at Boucg at 4. Went to Menil and had chow with Swartz. Gibbs & Hitt
were here when | came.

I April
Rainy. Jo's birthday. Albright & 1 went w0 Jouy & Gironville. Had dinner
with him and in PM took Jones 1o find his outfit. Saw Brewer at Ansauville

Was shelled at Rambucourt. Duke has joined the Div in operations. We had
dinner in our mess.

April 2 Tues ‘
Ranin. Went to Corineville to gee Albright and to Menil to see Swartz. Busy
getting us in touch with the telephooe system. It looks pretty complicated.

April 3 Wed
Beautiful day. At 8 AM this Div took over command of the sector. Oh joy,
Gen. Russell & Col. Gibbs were here. They admirted that 1 had a man sized job.

April 4
Good day. Went to Toul with Albright.

April § Fri
Voris & Davis were down to inspect a cable job. We a2ll went out 1o Mandres.

April 6 Sat

Overcnst. 104 gor 2 prisoners last noght. Went to Beaumont & Rambucourt. Was
shelled in Rambucourt and had to wait 15 minutes in Mandres unril shelling
stopped on Dead Mans Curve, Pershing was here.

April 7 Sun

Albright & | went around the line to see the cable work. Raids en the 1015t &
104 Inf last night 101st lost | wounded & 3 missing. 104 killed 2 Germans &
had | man wounded. Ansauville was shelled, Wrote to Jo.




April § Mon

Rainy, Detailed to inspect strong point at Aguant sub sector tonight, Went to
Col. Shelton at 6 o'clock. He had just received word that the 14th Shock Bn

had been brought to Hattonville and was to attack some part of the line that
night and it was expected to be his line. He sent a guide with me to Bn P.C.
and then on to the Co & Platoon. Staid until 7 AM hoping that the raid would
come off and afrmid that ot would, The Germans were busy all night with MG™s
and occassional trench meortar & artillery. My driver came 0 meet me and ran

out of gas so 1 walked uwntil picked up by Col, Shelton. Came from his place
with the Gen.

April 9 Tues
Owvercast. Wrote up my report and took a nap. Col Keith is [ine.

April 10 Wed

Yoris came up 1o inspect the wire left in the area by the Ist Div. Had lunch

with us. The Gen went to Chaumont to be examined, They were shelling Beaumont
& Rambucourt when we were out there, Saw Bolo Pete at Beaumonr The Bosch
made his big raid at 6 this morning. They were beaten off and we got 2

prizoners, Our [osses were also heavy, Exact figures not known bur abour 50
killed & wounded. Owercast

Il April Thurs
The Bosch was active all night & day. The Ba of the 104 that was so roughly
handled vesterday in the raid was relieved by another. On the way out Lieut

Gawin was killed. He I3 the platoon comdr | spent the night with wheén [ wad
out there inspecting. Fine day.

12 April Fri

Fine day. The Bosch attacked on our left at & this morning, He took part of
our front line. All day we were fighting back and forth. We had a number of
casulties and also ook 25 prisoners. Licul Wilcox & 4 men capiured 17. We

gol very meager reports of what is going on. Got a letter from Jo & Fannie and
n box of candy (rom Mother,

I3 April Sat
Fine day. The Tight still continues and we have not gotlen any delinite
reports. Rumor have it that we have lost some trench. Another Bn of the 104

is reinforcing.

Sun Apnrl 14

Fine day. The Gen sent me to P.C, Rabicr to scc about liasion. Saw 4 dead or
wounded being brought out, The first | have seen. Had a talk with Keith and
our men are worn 1o a frazzle. Muost be relieved. Shelling was guite heavy,
The aero squadron brought down I German machines today near Toul,

Mon April 135

Raining. | Bn 103 relieved the Bn 104 that was so badly wsed wp. 31 killed,

75 wounded. 102 raided but found no onc in the trenches. Hear that the Bosch
put on French uniforms and came over and captured a bunch of the Ind Div. The
32nd Corps cited the Div lor its good work.



Tues April 16

Rainy. Gen Allan was here. Said there was 1o be 160,000 troops arrive this
month and the same next month. The Bosch has been rather quiet for a couple of
days. The French put over 2 raids last night and got 4 prisoners. Had 10

killed & 70 wounded.

17 April Wed

Overcast. Went around the loop to see the Signal Officers 101 & 102 Inf. The
Bosche held up a ration wagon of the 102 last night and helped themselves.
Took a prisoner and wounded | man Major joined as C of S.

18 April Thurs
Overcast, cold. Wrote to Jo. Col. Hitt had lunch with me. He, Kumpe,
Truesdell & Loghery were here. Sent Jo some Kodak pictures.

19 April Fri
Cloudy & cold. The French Corps Sig Officer was over all foremoon. He is a
nuisance. Hope we can sometime run our own show without these blooming French.

There were 2 big barrages last night.

20 April Sat

Overcast & cold. The Bosch put down a barrage at 3 AM and at 5 made a strong
attack on our line at Reinc Woods & Siecheprey. He took Siechprey and we

retook it. The battle raged all day with very heavy artillery action.. Latest

reports show that we have 190 wounded & 28 missing as none of the dead have
been sent in yet we do not know about them but fecl sure they are very heavy.

7 machine guns lost and put out. Very heavy shelling on Rambucourt, Beaumont &
Mandres. The indications arc this evening that he intends a big artack toward
Beaumont or Rambucouart.

21 April Sun

Owvercast, cold & raw, Col. Keith, Mackall & | went to Beaumont. Parker told
ns of the fight in so [ar as he knew. In PM Keith & | went to Seicheprey. The
town is pretty well shot up but no dead Germans in sight. Saw an Art O.P. that
had been hit by a shell. It was wrecked and 3 were killed. The Hun shelled us
our way out. Saw 2 dead horses and 2 ambulances that were shot off the road.
Voris and Truesdell were here. Wrote 10 Jo.

22 April Mon
Rain. Wrotc a new code & worked in the office. Had letter from Jo.

23 Apnl
Went to Beaumont. Car on the bum again. Bosche has been quiet for a couple of
days. Albright's order for the Ist Corps school came. Sorry to lose him.

24 April Wed

Went with Albright to loock over some work at Ercville & Viguot that we are
doing for the French Corps. Voris & Kumpe were here,. A ncw Cadillac car
arrived for me. Whoop La. Rain. Major Sherburne is coming to take Albright's
place.

25 April Thurs
Sent Bowes t0 Runaucourt to get my trunk. Worked in the office all day.



26 April Friday

Rain & overcast. Went to Viguot & Rabier in the PM 1o see a dugout for a
central at Ronval. A prisoner captured by the 10th Colonial said the Bosch was
preparing for a big projector gas attack in the Bois Bruley. Wrote Jo. Col.
Gibbs was here. Had my first ride in the new car.

27 April Sar

Overcast. Took Gibbs out to look over the cable job. Very quiet. Not a shot.
Albright left. Truesdell & | went to Fort Gironville & Viguot to inspect the
line being installed.

28 April Sun

Overcast & rain. Gen. Pasaga decorated the 104 Inf. It is the first regt to
be decorated, It was on the plateau above Bowcqg. 117 men including dead &
vacancies of men not able to be there. Wrote 1o Jo. 4 visiting firemen down
from G.H.Q. to learn about tclephones etc.

29 April Mon
Overcast. some sun, The Army Sig officer came to inspect our cable work, It
took all afternoon. Our aviators brought down a machine this evening.

30 April

Fine day. Col. Gibbs, Wallece & Repp were here. Took Wallace around Dead Mans
Curve. Truesdeil & | went P.C. Rabier in PM. The girls of the Salvation Army
sent us some doughnuts,

1 May Wed
Overeast. Went to Toul. Wrote to Jo. Expect attack on Jarny woods.

2 May Thurs

Fine day. Phoned Voris. He told me that Ormsby was there on his way here to
command the [licld Batt. Truesdell & | went to Ansauville & Mandres to look
over the work. Duke & Maybach are ordered home. Dravo was here all night
Gen Ragueau. head of the French Mission was here for lunch, He told us that we
are to be relieved in 10 days and go to the 4th arca for a couple of weeks
training and then up to the big fight. The Ist Div is in it and the 18th has

lost 81 killed, The Lieut Col & | Capt Brewer also goes home. Frederick

Palmer was here for dinner,

3 May Fri
Fine day. Duke went back to Corps Hdqrs. Went to Aulnois & Ercville 1o see
about the work.

4 May Sat

Fine day. Went to Toul to buy some paint. We lost an aviator today. 3 of our
machines attacked 4 of the Bosche and 1 of each was brought down. Our order
for relief seems to have been changed. Cooper took a picture of the staff.

5 May Sun

Owvercast & rain. Hiatt & T went 10 Aulnois to see Parker and in the PM we went
to Troyon to see Gen. Murray. Had dioner with him. He is ordered home and
feels very badly over it. Saw Bessell and Herbst at Sommedicue. Letter from

Jo.
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6 May
Overcast. Mavback left for US. Wrote 10 Ja. Hall, aviation, was here to
arrangs a drill scheme in liaison.

T May Tues

Truesdell & | went o Rambucourt 10 see the cable job. la PM 1o Jouy,
Giroaville and O.P28. 1n a [ight between our Chasie squadron and a Bosche
squadron Capt Hall was killed, Fine day, thunder & rain storm in evening.

B May Wed

Overcast. Maj Taylor 5.0. Heavy Art came over 10 s¢c me. The Labor committee
were to have come thls afternoon but it was too lnie and they went to Chaomont
We heard from the 32d Corps that they thought the Bosch were withdrawing rom
in front of us and that large patrols were to be sent out to gain touch with

the enemy. Had a leter from Jo. Wrote 10 Jo

9 May Thurs

Overcast & fog. Owur patrols found that the Bosche are still in the positions

in Mront of us bul could not determine how strong they were. We have 1 men
missing Crom 1 patrol. Went 10 Ronval & Sorcy. The |0th Colonials are o poll
a big raid tonight. Had a bon of dates and candy (rom Helen Narbonne

i0 May Fri
Owercast & rain. Sat om G.CM. all day. Trial of Maji Gallant. Projector gas
attack on Bruley woods last night. Aboul 130 casuaines The Gen is rather

depressed. Gen. Russell, Col, Gibbs & Voris were here but | did not get 10 see
them

1i May Sax
Overcast & rain. GCM af Maj Gallant,. Wrote o Jo, Mother & Dal

I2 May Sun

Owvercast & rain, Detailed for inspection of sob-genter Inde, Left at 215 and
went via Joay & Gironwville 1o Rahier, Armived at Capt's P.Cat 5 o'clock and
spent the night with Licut Nusser in the front line Queprothe (3ic) trench.
Quiet might.  Arrived home at § AM.

I3 May Mon
Owvercast, Gibson (rom GUHQ. was here looking wp replacements. Hod o letter
and bBox of clothing from Ja.

14 May Tues

Overeast. Walinaky, Truesdell & [ went to Rambucourt to survey a cable route

to Roubecourt. Saw 3 of our observation planes go over the Bosch lines and ger
fired on, They came bkack over us and one of them fell head on. Bolh men were
horribly mangled. Do not know the cause.

15 May Wed
Fine day. Voris was here Troesdell left. Wrote to Jo & Helen M. & Herron
gisters gave entertainment (or soldiers ar Y MCA.

16 May Thurn
Beauriful day. Went to Domcvre [0 arrange about extending our sector 1o the
right. We abo give up some¢ on the left. Weat to Jouy in PM. Miss Prescornt,




YM.C.A,, sister in law of Simpkins was here for dinner. She is pretty as a
speckled pup.

17 May Fri
Beautiful day. Inspected cable and Ansauville and Rambucourt, Letter from Jo.

18 May
Beautiful day. 4] years old. Gee whiz. Too old. Surveyed cable route
Raucourt to Rambucourt. Awfully warm. Letters from Walt and Johnson.

19 May Sun

Beautiful day. Shower in afternoon. Went to Vertuzey with Cooper to see the
Herron sisters. They were late and we started to leave and met them and Cooper
went back with them. Lufberry of the Lafavette squadron was killed this this
evening at Maconcourt near here. Also a Frenchman and a German. It has been a

long lonesome day. Wrote to Jo. Col. Sturman, ex Sect of War, is staying with
us,

20 May Mon,

Beautiful day, Inspected cable job at Ansauville. Voris was here this PM and
we went to Tremblicourt.

21 May Tues

Fine weather. Went to Raulecourt & Ansauville to look after cable job. Elsie
Janis. her mother and John Kendrick Bangs were heére for dinner. Elsie is some
live wire. Letter from Jo & Stanley.

22 May Wed

Fine weather. lLooked over cable job. Sent the Gelage to Albright. Saw Elsie
Janis at Rehainne woods entertaining 8 big bunch of men.

23 May Thurs

Fine day. Shower in evening. Gibbs and Voris were here in morning. Elsie &
Moather were here [or lunch. Enteriained the soldiers at 3 PM.  Lieut Barnaby &
2 other aviators were killed.

24 May
Cool, (ine day. Shower in evening. Went to cable job and laid out new job at
the Brigade P.C. Army Sig Officer was herc to se¢ me.

25 May Sat

Cool fine day. Inspected cable work at Ansauville & Rambucourt. Went out to
see the Bn of 101st training for the raid. Had a cablegram from Jo. 1 year
ago today we got the telegram that the 18th was designated for [oreign service.
It seems only a short time. We have 511,000 men over here. Lost an aviator
today by Bosche fire. Heard that we are to get an American sector as soon as
we have 6 fighting divisions here., There seems to be quite a lot of
apprehension as to the outcome of the German drive that is expected to start
about June lst,

26 May Sun
Overcast. Wrote to Jo & Mother, Elsie Jones & Mother were here for lunch &



Wolcott & 1 went to Lucay to hear her, She was [ine. Heard today that we are
to be relieved before June 5th for a rest and thea up to the big fight. Also

that the 3rd Div will relieve us. There is some apprchension as to the outcome
of this next drive.

27 May Mon
Fine day. Bosche raided 101st sector at Flirey last night and were beaten off.
We had about 30 wounded & gassed and 5 killed, They left about 30 killed in

our wire. Went over cable job. Got the trench digger going at Rambucourt.
Qur aviens brought down 2 German machines.

28 May Tues

Owvercast, fine day. VYoris, Kumpe & Smith of the Ist Army Field Bn were here.
Went over the cable job and to Poirel. A German ballon broke loose and floated
over our lines. Sent deed to Stanley. Had letters from Jo & Mother. One of
aur airplanes stuck on its nose down at the foot of the hill and Pendleton,
Simpkins & | went to se¢ it. Nobody was hurt, The Bosch is still gaining and
it looks pretty bad.

Moy 30 Thurs

Beautiful day. Went to Camp Burly and to see the trench digger. [t is poing
fine. Soissons has been evacuated and the Bosch has not stopped wet. Looks

bad for the railroad through Chateau Thierry. Raid comes off tonight. Hope we
have good luck. 1st Div attacked and took Cantiguy vesterday & |87 prisoners.

31 May Fri

Fine day. Wonderful experience last night. Never heard such a noise as the
barrage. Was gassed slightly and have to go to the hospital. Only got 1
prisoner and 1 M.G. on the raid. More than 200 of our men were gassed ecither
from our own gas or {rom gas that we blew up in the German dugouts. Helped
carry 2 men back to the dressing station and all the time I was so weak [ could
barely stand, Saw | man all cut to pieces on the way out,

June 1 - 17

In Field Hospital. Gassed. Did not sulfer any. Had wonderful time with the
nurses. Sat up in bed on the 4th and walked around in the ward on the 5th
Had a relapse or the 3 day fever and lelt rotten for the next 3 days, then got
up again. Took 4 nurses for an auto ride to Mandres and on the wood road to
Boucq. They saw German shells bursting and had a wonderful time. Boueq,

Comneville & Royvaumeix were shelled & bombed on the night of the i15th and on
the l6th.

17 Monday
Raining. Lieut Dunn, Schomaker & Bennet were released with me and [ took them
all to their stations. The Gen. said he was glad to have me back. We are to
be relieved by the 82 American & 154 French Divs. Expect to go to Chateaun-
Thierry.

18 June Tues

Fine day. Col. Gibbas & Col. Hemphill, 5.0. 82nd Ddiv were here. 1 took
Hemphill to Tou! and saw Miss Wells on the street. Got chevrons (or my blouse,
Heard that Col. Maxey was killed. Col. Shelton was wounded.



19 June Wed

We put over a projector gas attack at 2:30 AM and at 315 the Bosch shelled
Boucg and kept it up until 830, Killed | man, wounded 1 and killed 9 horses.
He also attempted a small raid in Remieres wood and was beaten off with several
killed and | prisoner. The morning of the 16th he attempted a raid on Tivray
by 600 men and they were cut all to pieces with M.G. [ire and lost 13

prisoners. Wrote to Jo. Rain & sun., All Hdgrs moved to Trondes but me.

20 June Thurs

Rain. The 82nd Div is in to reclieve us. They have no machine guns, artillery

or engineers. There are German spies using pigeons from the woods above Boucg.
They released 4 pigeons the morning the bombardment was on and one today which
my pigeon sgt. shot. It had a practice message on,

21 June Fri
Fine day. Took Walinskv & Tambois to Toul this PM to meet the Corps and 8§2nd &
154th Div Sig Officers. Went to the hospital for a few minutes and saw a

couple of nurses, A Bosch avion dropped a message for the 42d Div "Good Bve
42nd, Welcome 77th".

22 June Sat
Rainy. Took Hemphill, Walinsky & Busch over the sector. Walinsky ordered to

the 80 Div as 5.0. Evans comes here. Gen. Cole had lunch with us. Wrote to
Cutie.

23 June Sun

Fain & sun, Went to Toul to Hdgrs 82nd Div to meet the Signal Officer. Then
they came to my office. Wrote to Jo. Quite cold all day.

24 June

Nice day. Evans arrived, Walinsky left. A flock of new Signal offlicers were
here this morning. The Austrians are retreating in Italy. Gen. Traub was in
for dinper, Col Parker lor lunch. French on our right put over a raid at 24
o'clock and got 6 prisoners. Had 4 killed & 27 wounded.

25 June

Fine day. Hemphill was over in the AM & went to Menil & Toul in PM. Went to
haspital to see Miss Wells for half an hour. The relief is being effected.

Hope the Bosch keeps quiet until it is completed.

26 June Wed

Fine day. Commercy was shelled last night and this morning. The 77th Div was
pretty badly handled in a couple of Bosch raids. TItalians have hit the

Austrians pretty hard on the Piane. Owver 200,000 casualties. May have some
influence on the German offensive on the Somme, Maj Evans had dinner with us
Wrote to Jo,

27 June Theus

Fine day. Col. Hemphill & 5.0, of 154th Div were over, Went to Toul to 32
Corps in PM and to the opening perfarmance of the 26th Div shows in the
evening. Came in just in time to [ind Gen. Morlaincourt moving and he had all
my bedding on a truck. The show was fine and I did not get home until after 24



o'clock. The Bosch bombed the aviation field and were over Toul 2 times.
Dropped 1 bomb on R.R. station. Col Milling and a British aviator were
seriously injured at the aviation field and 2 men of the 104 Inl at Pagny were
wounded by schrapnel from the anti-aircraft guns.

28 June Fri

Fine day. Moved to Toul. Visited the Regt P.C. with Siblev, correspondent, in
PM. Took a bunch of nurses for a ride in the evening, We now have orders to
go to a town near Paris. Oh Jov.

29 June Sat

Fine day. Col. Major had to go to the hospital to have his arm cut open for an
abcess or something of the sort. Went to see him in PM., The Gen and Hiatt &
Simpkins weat to Mancy for lunch. Col Haskell & Ulio had lunch with me. The
Gen left for our new Hdgrs at 4 PM. Had letters from Jo, Mother & Jim. Wrote

to Jo. The Bosche were over and dropped bombs someplace near and Boucq was
shelled again.

30 June Sun

Fine day. Left Toul at 9:20. Liecut Peters came with me. Had lunch at Vitry

le Francois and when we arrived at Pantin and found out that we had 50 kil more
to go and only a gal of gas left we went to Paris for gas. Had supper and

drove around town a poco and then came on to Mauoteuil-les-Meaux. Arrived at 11
PM and took an hour to find a place to sleep. The Bosch avions were over 2 ar

3 times and anti avion guns were going all night, They bombed Meaux.

I July Mon

Fine day. Hot. Went to La Ferte to see Voris but he was out. The Gen & Aides
arrived, Anti aircraft guns were firing all night and this place & Meaux were
bombed. They sure make some noise. VYery warm,

2 July Tues

Fine hot weather. Went to see Voris and he took me to see Albright whom I am
to relieve in a few days. They made an attack vesterday evening and gained
their objective and took 500 prisoners. Their losses have been very heavy here
and we are to take the sector and give them a rest. A year ago today | landed
in St Mazaire. Wrote to Jo and sent her the income tax return.

3 July Wed

Fine day. Went 1o Meaux for gas and to and to La Ferte and St Cyr. Received
orders entitling me to wear wound chevrons.

4 July Thurs

Does not seem like our "Fourth”, Went to Albright at Montreuil and darranged
for the relief of his Signal Bn by my Bn,

5 July Fri

Went with the Gen & Hyatt to locate Hdagrs. In PM took Simpkins to Montreuil to
see Smith about scheme for wiring the new Hdgrs. The Sig Bn moves to Montreuil
tonight. At 7:15 the Gen told me we were to move to the 2nd position im
anticipation of a big German attack on Chateau Thierry. The French were very
much excited, reported 30 divisions and 400 planes concentrated for the






16 July Tues

Fine day. The guns were going all night. Attack of | Regt against 101st Inf
was beaten off. We have had 500 gas casualties the last two davs. The big
attack came just where we have heard for several days that it would come and as
it has made very little progress it looks like a [ailure for the Bosch. Traub,
Shelton and Mr. & Mrs. Rosch (French owners of the chateau where we are living)
were in for lunch. Bosch bombed La Ferte last night and destroyed the R.R.
station,

17 July Wed

Some rain. T went to Mary. All the bridges near here were shelled last night.
The Bosch is not making very much headway in his big drive. Went to La Ferte
to see Voris. Also meet the Sig's of 103 & 104 Inf at Brigade Hdgrs and mapped
a scheme of liaison for the attack in the morning. Gen. Cole and Shelton were
in Tor dinner and we are now to have 3 Batrs in the attack instead of 2. Went
back 1o the Brigade and it was pouring rain and 50 dark we did not get there
until 11, Met the Signal Officers and them I read until 315 and went to La
Voie de Chatel 103 Inf. Saw the start if the Big Show ar 4:35 on the dot.

I8 July Thurs

Fine day., Came home ot 7 AM. Torcy had been taken & Belleau a little later.
Good reports came in all day and this evening the French are fighting in
Soissons and have token prisoners and many cannon, Cooper went over with the
103rd Inf. Captured 4 prisoners in a3 shell hole and brought them & 3 others in
to Hdqrs. We expect to move forward in the morning.

19 July Fri
Fine day., The French on ouwr left are stopped by machine guns. We are not
trying to advance. Went to La Ferte and to the 103 & 104 Inf.

20 July Sat

Fine day, Gen Pershing, Treat, Wright, Craig, Shelton, Cole, Sherburne and
Brewster were here. The attack was resumed at 3 PM, 1 went to an C.P, and
watched the French trying to take hill 193 at Belleaw. They did not take it
Message center moved to Montgivault and after getting home from doing that at
12 o'clock got word that there would be an advance at |;30 with the 102 Inf and
102 M.G. Co as advance guard, and after that was under way Div Hdgrs was
ordered to Lucy-le-Bocage. Was oo that the rest of the night and here | am

with no sleep. We scem 1o be making good progress

21 July Sun

Beautiful day. With my bedding roil and the Cadillac 1 moved to Lucy., Got the
pffice wired up. Evans & T walked o Picardy farm and Etrepilly where our
carts were running lines. Got back at | and Hdgrs were under orders 10 move 1o
Pilardie. Leflt in machine at 3 and was busy all evening trying to get lines to
the Brigades. Slept a lew hours in the back scat of the car.

22 July Mon

Fine day. Spent the morning trying to locate the 52 Hdagrs. Established. Was
at Bequet and was sniped a2t with a 77. Never had them so close. Tried to get
some wire 1o Col. Parker mear Epicds but struck tog many machine guns, Found
an abandoned M.G. the the Bosche left and brought it home. We reccived a




message that the Bosche had broken our line with tanks and the Gen. sent me out
to investigate. 1 got back at 22 o'clock. Saw M.G. & battery action and

rockets but no signs of tanks. Slept in machine. MG. fire has held up all
day.

23 July Tues
Rain. Attack is making some headway. The Div is all in and our losses have

been very heavy. Have a boil under my arm and the B'ache. Gen. Weigle 56
Brigade was here. They are attached to the Div temporarily.

24 July Wed

Fine day. The Gen sent me to Gen Weigle to urge the troops forward and 1 went
on to Col. Shannon. Staid with him 2ll dav and succeeded in getting his
regiment forward about 7 kilometers to Croix Rouge Farm where we struck MGs.
and trench mortars, 3 men killed & 6 wounded and I could mot get him to take
any action other than stopping for the nmight. 1 returned and found that an

order for the advance had been received. Pershing was here and complimented
the Div.

25 July Thurs

Fine day. The advance was not resumed on account of the 42nd Div coming in to
relieve us. Ran a line from Courpoil to the Lake and was shelled by the hwy.
Saw 4 men wounded. Had my boil cut. Feel rotten. Got into mustard gas.

26 July Fri

Rain, The Div was rclieved at 7 PML Mackall & I went to Chateau-Thierry and
La Ferte. It looks different from what it did when [ saw it in March on my way
back from Soissons.

27 July

Rain. Felt rotten. Sent a helmet to Jo. Mackall & | went for a walk to
Etrepilly.

28 July 28 Sun

Fine day, Went to Genevois [rom Nautenil and stopped at the hospital to see
Miss Wells. Saw the Chief Nurse and Miss Higanboetham. The wounded were
pouring in the hospital.

29 July Mon
Fine day. Went to Beguet to see Knowles about training. Saw a French machine
burn up. The aviator was shot through the leg. Mackall & 1 went to Cougoie &

Beauardes and Hdqrs moved back to Mary., | found my trunk broken open and
everything 1 own stolen.

30 July Tues
Fine day. Mackall & 1 went to Danmartin to sece the Ist Div. Found that they

had left the day before and the 2nd Div was entraining, destination unknown.
Miss Prescott here for dinner,

3l July Wed

Fine day. Mackall & [ spent the day looking feor target ranges. Cel. Major
goes to the 104th Inf. Hobbs to the 102nd and Parker to 5.05.



| Aug Thurs

Fine day. Went 1o Messy to see Evans and in the afternoon Mackall & I went to
Epieds to the Corps. Col DeChambra, French Mission, and Col, Mitchell &
Winship here for dinner. Maj Ristine came for duty in G-2. Gen, Joffre &
Petain sent souvenier pipes in appreciation of the work the Div did,

2 Aug Fri
Rain. Went to Messy and in evening Mackall & | walked to Saacy & Nauteuil

3 Aug Sat

Rain & sun. Mackall, Zimmerman & | went to Paris. Rode all over the city and
viewed the things of interest and lcft about 4 o'clock. Had an auto accident
coming home and was bruised up but got off lucky.

4 Aug Sun
Fine day, Went to Messy, Evans is sick with B'ache. The Gen camec back from
Paris. We have word that we are 10 go back near Toul. The Ist & 2nd Divs are

there now. The Bosch has lost Soissons and is retreating. Wrote to Jo &
Mother.

5 Aug Mon
Rain. Capt Hobbs & | visited all the Inf. regiments to inspect instructions.
Mackall & | walked to Saacy & over the hill. Sent helmets to Veltch & Walt

6 Aug Tues

Rain. Mackall & 1 went to Corps Hdqgrs at Fere-en-Tardenois. It poured down
rain., Saw many evidences of the recent fighting. Dead horses, caissons,
ammunition and German graves, Col. Stimson, Major Bacon & two Hoyt sisters

(YMCA) were here for dinner. The girls sang for us after dinner. Hobbs &
Major have their Colonelcies.

T Aug

Fine day. Mackall. Simpkins, Sachs, Cooper, Zimmerman & | went to Paris, Saw
the war pictures taken by Cooper at the labratory., Too many good looking
chickens. Stopped at the Army on the way home and heard that we are Lieut
Cols. Gen Aultman & Col Locke & Glassford were here {or dinner. Big Bertha
was firing on Paris while we were there.

B Aug Thurs
Rain. Went to Messy & to see Col Hitt at 15t Army Hdqrs,

9 Aug Fri

Fine day. The Gen & Hiatt went to Paris. Elsic Jones came and gave an
entertainment on the chateau grounds. She, her mother & Miss Prescott were
here for dinner and then the Div minstrels gave an entertainment on the lawn.
I sat on the ground in front of the stage with Elsie, her mother & Pendleton
and the jokes were pretty rough. Elsie & her mother stayed all night,

10 Aug Sat
Beautiful day. Went to Fer-en-Tardenois in afternoon to see Craig. Met the 77
Div going up to rclieve the 4th, Elsic went to the 42nd and gave an

entertainment and came back for dinner and stayed all night. She is {ine and |
like her more the better 1 know her.



11 Aug Sun

Beautiful day. We started Elsie off for Toul at 9:45. Order came for our
entrainment. We think we are going to the Toul sector. The Gen came home ar
noon and told me to issue an order detailing myself as Chief of Staff but under
orders received from the Corps since he was away it could not well be done,
Hate to be beaten out of that position, Then he was going to send me to the

102 Inf and the same thing stopped that. Our move begins on the 13th and I go
ahead as regulating oflicer.

12 Aug Mon

Fine day. Peters & | ordered to regulating station and waited all day trying

to find out from the French where it was. At 5 o'clock we got word that we
would [ind out at Montmirail so at 6 o'clock we started. Found out that it was
to be at Bricon near Chaumont and we went on to Sezanne and stayed all night.
[ was sick as the deuce.

13 Aug Tues

Fine day. Passed through Troyes, Bar sur Seine & Chatillon and met Bowen in
Bricon. Had all the billeting information for him. Slept a few hours on the
back seat of the auto waiting for the Ist train to arrive.

l4th, 15th, 16th
Watched the trains go by. No sleep except a few winks here and there. Saw
some hospital trains pass through and they were gorgeous.

17th Sat
Fine day. Left Bricon 10 o'clock. Arrived in Mussy at 12, Got settled in a
billet with a line old lady 64 years old. Col Cowan was here to See me.

Sun Aug 18

Fine day. Opened office. Went to Field Bn. Capt Johnson 5.0.8, came down
with plan of telephone system.

Mon Aug 19

Fine day. Went to Batt and then to 104th Inf to see the instructions of
signalmen,

Tues Aug 20

Fine hot day. Terrain exercise. Met Fox Herron and Gen. Barth. Going to
dinner with Cooper.

Aug 22 Thurs

Awfully hot. Went to Chamesson, Had a dinner 10 celebrate the organization of
the Div and two Frenchmen and 2 girls gave a concert and then came to the house
and performed for us. They were very good.

Aug 23 Fri
Hot. Small shower. Went to Chaomesson.

Aug 24 Sat
Owercast. Terrain exercise under the 6th Corps. Saw many old flriends.



Sun Aug 25

Overcast. Hyatt, Cooper & [ went Ainay-le-Duc & Recey to see the 80 Div. Saw
Col Warrilow & Walinsky.

26 Aug Mon

Fine day. Went to Recey and Laigne, Heard that we are to move the 28th. 2
letters from Jo saying Sam is married,

27 Aug Tues
Fine day. Went to Chamesson & Chatillon. Order here Tor our move. Ordered to
go to = distant regulating point.

28 Aug

Fine day. Lt Cambell & ! left at 7 AM via Chatillon, Bar-sur-Aube, Joinville,
Houdelaincourt, Ligny to Bar le Duc. Stopped | hour in Houdelaincourt and
talked with Mademoiselle Jean. Stopped at Ist Army Hdgrs at Ligny to locate
the 5th Corps then went to Benoitevaux to see about billeting area for Div.

Saw Gen., Burt and got a copy of the order. Went back to Bar le Duc & saw Col
Major & Bowen.

29 Aug Thurs
On duty at detraining point at Ligny as rcgulating officer.

30 Aug Fri
Rain. Relieved as regulating officer and came to Sommedicue to get busy on the

telephone system. Stopped 2t the Corps and saw Brockman and saw the French Div
S.0. at Genicourt. Major Evans & Smith ordered home.

Aug 31 Sat

Rain. Went to Bar le Duc and to the Bn at Tannois. Evans & Smith can be held
until emergency is over.

| Sept Sum
Went over sector with French Div 8.0, Capt Loghery was herc on radio business

2 Sept Mon

Fine day. Hobbs & I went to Bn Bebrain. Smith & some B Co men moved to
Sommediene.

3 Sept Tues
Fine day. Sent Hobbs to Corps & Div on our left for maps. | worked on scheme
ol liaison. We are to have tanks in our attack and they come to the 26th Div.

4 Sept Wed
Fine day, Went to O.P.4 with Hiatt & Dewey. Wonderful view over the Bosch

lines towards Metz & Conflans. Rumors that we are (to) move south about five
kilometers for our section of the attack.

5 Sept Thurs
Rain. Peters, Cooper & 1 went to Bar-le-Due. Div Hdqrs moved 1o
Rupt-en-Woevre alter dark. We tnke over this sector.



6 Aug (sic) Fri

Rain. Hiatt & [ reconoitered for dugouts here and at Genicourt, Lack of
protection here necessitates moving to Genicourt., Saw the Army order for the
attack. [t contemplates 22 hour artillery preparation.

7 Aug (sic) Sat
Fine day. Much aerial activity. Went to Corps for some information.

8 Sept Sun

Rain. Went to the Corps and on to Souilly. Gave two nurses a ride on the way
home.

3 Sept Mon

Fain. Worked on plan of liaison for defense of sector. Also finished plan for
attack of positions.

Tues 10 Sept

Rain. Went to Corps about telephone circuits. They have taken over every line
in the sector which is the rottenest way of getting service that 1 know, Do
not expect any kind of service at all.

Wed 11 Sept

Rain. We have been given the hour and all arrangements have been made zo a few
hours sleep will not be amiss. Wrote to Jo.

Thurs 12 Sept

Some rain & overcast. Artillerv opened heavy fire at | AM. As there was no
retaliation 1 slept in my bed. The Gen and all the G's moved up rto the dugouts
on the hill. In the forencon went to Mouilly and on up to the front along the
Axis of Liaison. The fight was going pretty well. Road is in awful shape
where the trenches were and across no mans land. In PM went again and went
forward to where the 1015t Inf was held up by M.G. lire. Left them at 4:30
with Major Jones and walked to Mouilly and {rom there home by auto. At 7:30
the Gen. got an order to push on to Vigoeulles with all speed paossible and

spare not a drop of energy. He selected the 102d Infantry to lead. As his
Chief of Staff was out he phoned the order to his Brigade Commanders. At the
dinner table he was worrying about the order reaching Gen. Shelton so I asked
him if he would like for me to go out to the 102d and see that the urgency of
the situation was understood. He said for me to go so WHOOP LA, Took the
chaulfer along and we walked until !2:20 before we caught up with Col Bearse.
He was glad I came and understood the necessity of the rush. As we came out of
the woods Hattonchatte! and Vigneulles were on [ire and from Hattonchattel it
was a wonderful sight to see towns all over the valley burning. Also dumps of
material. We pressed on to Vigneulles and the Col ordered the dispositions he
wanted made and while the troops were coming up | suggested to the Col that we
might lind a good building in which to spend the night. We walked to the main
street and as [ stepped around the corner to where 1 could see down the street

it was {ull of soldiers & wagons, 1 realized in a few seconds that they were
Bosche and pulled my pistol and velled HALT. There were but four of us, the
Col, Capt Oberlin, my chauffer & | & the Col had no gun. Oberlin (sic) yelled
hands up in German and they were so surprised they surrenderd. Luck was with
us for there was a building burning behind them and they very easily seen but



we were more or less in the dark from them. Anyway we got quite a bunch of
them and all their wagons and plunder including several machine guns. Then we
found a house full of them asleep and the patrols out on the cross roads were
sending them in all night. This rush was to cut off their retreat from the St
Mihiel salient. Just after we stopped the German wagon train an old French

lady came from her hiding place and was so tickled it was pitiful. She hugged
and kissed my driver and shook hands with evervone. Later other women appeared
and were simply too happy to express it. We arrived at Vigneulles at 2:40.

13 Sept Friday

Had corned beel, cabbage and colfee with Major Murphy for breakfast and it was
pretty good at that., Gee [ was tired but at 940 Toser & I started to walk

back and | never saw such a long road in my life. We reached our car at 2:30
and were soon home, The Gen was well pleased that our Div beat the lst Div to
Vigneulles. We captured 800 prisoners, much material and many machine guns.

14 Sept

Fine day. Went by auto over the road that was so long vesterday and through
the towns at the foot of the hills. There were many evidences of the hasty get
awav of the Bosche, Also much material and supplies left behind. We now have
orders to take a sector further to the north and organize it Tor resistance.

The Priest of Rupt-en-Woevre, our headquarters for the time being - came to the
General today and wanted permission to ring the church bells. Said it would be
the [irst time in 4 years. The 15t Div claim they were in Vigneulles before we
were but they are wrong as evidenced by the Germans we caught there.

15 Sept Sun

Beautiful day. Went to Souilly and to Ancemont and in the afternoon Simpkins &
I went over the captured territory. Collecting things of interest. Saw much
material the Bosche had abandoned. Also saw some firing machine guns ar our
Infantry. In the evening one of them fired ar the men in the street in our

town and some of the bullets hit my office. We are now under French command
again and are to organize the sector for defense. Wrote to Jo.

16 Sept Mon

Beautiful day. Went to Corps Hdgrs. In the afternoon we moved our
Headguarters to Troyon., Avions were bombing tonight.

17 Sept Tues

Owvercast. Hiatt & | went to 5t Mihiel and back by the Ist Div. T saw the QM.
and drew pay for my horse. Did not scc Dal. Col Dowell & Wolcott came to the
Div today as G-3 and Col Bowen leflt.

18 Sept Wed
Rain. Simpkins & | went to Bar-le Duc to get my uniform but it was not

finished. Had lunch. The French Corps Commander and our Brigade Commanders
were here for lunch.

19 Sept Thurs

Rain. Cooper came back from the hospital and went to the Corps. We had two
raids last night and took 15 prisoners,
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2 Oct Wed

Arrived in Paris at 7230 AM. Took a taxi to the Montparnasse station and had
to wait until 8 PM for a train so had a look at Paris. On the train to Brest

was an old gentleman and his daughter who spoke some English. They were very
agreeable.

3 Oct
Arrived Brest 9 AM & reported at the casual camp. Was given a bunk in a
barrack and as there was an Officers Mess everything was fine.

Oct 4 & 5

Loaled around Brest looking in the shop windows & changing French money into
U.8. The sailing list was received & | was on it. Got to the transport about
midnight. Sect of War, Mr Baker & Mr Ryan, aviation head were on the boar.

6 Oct
Sea sick. Mot rough at all,

7 & 8 Oct
Usual inactivity. Sec Baker & Mr Ryan gave us z short talk

9 & 10
Rough & cold.

11

Smooth, overcast. lrene Franklin pave us an entertainment. Had a fine dinner
in Honor of Mr Ryan's birthday.

12 Dct Sat

Overcast. Everyone is feeling good for we expect to get in about 1 AM tonight.
Passed 5 ships going out

Sun Oct 13

So foggy we were anchored in the Lower Bay until 9:30, Quite a welcome sight
to see NY. looming up out of the fog. Chaplin Axton met me at the dock and |
had lunch with them. Wired the CS.0. Also Gen Shanks asking him to get me to
his Division at Kearney,

Oct 14th,l5 & 16th
Waited for an order telling me where to go. Had a wire telling me what
stations were empty and 1 ask for Deming N.M.

Oct 17 - 18th
Waited for traveling orders.

Oct 19

Received order to proceed to Washington. Arrived about 4 PM and went 1o the
Chief Sig Oiflice. Was told that I could have Deming and as there were no
accomodations in town 1 got out on the midnight train to Cincinnati.



Oct 20 - 21 - 22 & 23
Enroute. Reported to the C.O. at Deming and found the camp in guarantine,
Left at 8 PM for L.A.

Oct 24
9 PM arrived in L.A. Jo, Sam, G, Arthur & Tillie with the children met me.



EXTRACT FROM "Pictoral History of the 26th Division
United States Army " A.E. George & Capt E.H. Cooper
Published by Ball Publishing Company, Boston 1920

_ ' Chaplains Rollins
and O'Connor spoke up and said, “'We are going to have church and baptismal
ceremonies Sundayv.” We got together on the scheme and laid the program for
the next Sunday. erected an altar on a big truck, massed the division in the Place
Jeanne D'Arc and this picture made guite a hit in * Pershing’s Crusaders.”

One little incident stands out in the baptismal ceremonies which was inter-
esting at the time. The font consisted of three guns crossed with a mess kit to hold
the water; as there were o number of bovs to be baptized thev had a reserve supply
of water under the truck in mess kits. The chaplain called for more water and
they found that two dogs had drunk the entire contents, necessitating a Dbreak
in the ceremonies until more water could be secured. A French captain made
himself guard over the water and was kept busy using his cane on the canine pests.

We were sent out in the field with absolutely no instructions and had to use
our own judgment as to what to photograph: in fact, the men in charge did not
know. I suggested to them that some one should go and see how the British and
French photographic sections were being conducted and perhaps gain a little
knowledge. Captain Miller had this idea in mind when he was relieved, and I
think, had they taken this advice we should have been saved a lot of unnecessary
work and have secured better results.

We were under the Signal Corps; my commanding officer was Major (now
Lieutenant-Colcnel) Alfonte, one of the fairest, squarest and finest men [ have
ever met. He gave me all the assistance in his power. 1 was very lucky in being
under the colonel in this respect as 1 am sorry to say that the army as a whole
was slow to grasp the significance of photographic work, and many discouraging
incidents arose. The average officer scoffed at the idea and had no thought of
anvthing but his own particular job, but now after it is all over, they wish they
had had pictures of certain places: for instance, where the Boche had held us up
or some other thing that happened. and several have told me, “1 wish that you
had gotten such and such a picture.” [ came back with the answer, “Had you
given me the information at the time | would have had it.”

To get information was the hardest thing — every one was afraid to talk;
afraid the Boche would find out, and I had to sneak around getting what news
I could from the subordinates in the office. Tt was very apparent when anything
big was coming off; the entire story was written on the faces of the higher officers.
Thev were so busy thev had no time for any one and when the barometer showed
this way it was up to me to get the news as best [ could and be there at the time
the thing happened. Naturally T was not always successful in guessing the right
time and place and many good things were lost.

Up to this time I had not had the pleasure of personally meeting our com-
manding general, but on the next Saturday afternoon I was to photograph the
review of the 104th Infantry. The troops were lined up on the field awaiting the
arrival of the general. Presently over the brow of the hill appeared a horse-
man and in his wake was his staff, The man leading was General Fdwards. He
rode over, saluted Colonel Shelton and his staff. 1 was standing with my two
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bovs about thirty paces away. The general saw me. rode directly over, and oh.
such & temptation to turn the crank, but fortunately [ could resist and kept at
attention. He came within a few feet of where I was standing, we saluted, he
wheeled sround and rode back to his place.

For the next two or three days we were very busv preparing to go to the
front. 1 was given orders to proceed over the road with my Ford ambulance and
detachment. The route prescribed was through Joinville. Vitry, Chalons, Eper-
nay. Chateau Thierry. Soissons, to Coveurelles. We started early in the morning
in & downpour of rain, and reached Vitry that eveping. The next morning, still
raining, we again started out, but all dav were troubled with our tires. picking
up hobnails shed from the shoes of the soldiers along the road. We met Colonel
Logan on the road and dined with him at Chiteau Thierrv. That evening, after
we had left Soissons, we noticed a big Cadillac car along side the road, and in
the dust could see two figures walking on ahead. I had the car stop abreast. It
wus the general and his mide, Captain Nat Simpkuns. After introducing mysell,
I asked him if I could help in any way. thinking his car bad been disabled. He
grasped my hand. saving, * Glad to have vou with us, Lieutenant.” They had only
been waiting to fill their gasoline tank. and presently his car passed us.

We reached the headquarters at Couvrelles which was in a wonderful chiteau
shortly after the general. Colonel Alfonte and Captain Woleott had arrived ahead
of the general to get the place ready and that night before & wonderful fireplace
in an old cak-paneled dining hall which had been the scene of rovalty, 1 had
the pleasure of being alone with the general. He told me some very interesting
incidents of his service in the Philippines. In the course of the conversation I
made plain to him whalt my position was and how photographs were to be used;
also the trouble I had experienced in getting information. [ further mentioned
the fact that the pictures I had mude of the 1st Division in the trenches had been
sent brondeast over the world to combat the German argument that we were
not ready to fight, The general could see the value of propaganda and from that
time he helped ne in every way he could.

The Chemin-des-Daines sector from a picturesque standpoint was the best
sector I have ever been in. The plateau which had been captured from the Boche
the previous October was one vast expanse of plowed-up, pock-marked ground
and if any one ever doubts the accuracy of the French artillery fire one look at
this plateau will convinee them of its efficacy.

Every morning we would get out our little flivver, go asfar us we could, which
was to Hamarait Farms, the Post Command of the 102d Infantry. Here one
entered the communicating trench which wound across the plateau. The Boche
had wonderful observation in this sector and we were often shelled on our journey
across. One day I happened to be in advance of the bovs and was seated at o
runner's post awaiting them. Presently 1 saw something coming over through
the communicating trench sending out rays of light like a heliograph and before
they had walked u hundred vards o shell broke very close to the trench. [t was
Sergeants Eikleberry and Painter coming out to meet me. The object which drew
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France 15 Sept 1918:

My Darling: Well I suppose you have seen in the papers
the last couple of days of the American offensive on the St
Mihiel salient. [t was quite a success and our losses vere
very small. We were in it tooth and toe nail and as you say
I never tell you anything 1 will just tell you about this
from my own standpoint. We attacked on the west side of the
salient on high wooded ground. The attack went very well and
I was out in the forenoon and again in the afternoon to
Rubberneck. Incidently to see about extending my telephone
lines as the attack progressed. At 7:30 the Gen received
orders to push with all energy to a certain place and he
gave instructions to this effect and about 8:30 at dinner he
vas worrying for fear the necessity for urgency might not be
understood - that was my chance - so | suggested that it
might be well if 1 joined the advancing unit and he told me
to do it. Went as far as practicable in the car and then
valked. Took the driver with me for the road was long and I
wvas afraid. At 12:20 we caught up with the Col and I told
him the situation and away we went. The sky had been aglo
for hours with the light from burning towns and dumps that
the Cermans had set on fire and when we came to the edge of
the hills overlooking the valley the sight was wonderful
even though we realized that many people vere being made
homeless with it all. Fires in every direction up and down
the valley. I thought of the burning of Rome «- There is a
Bosch avion over head right now and the skunk may drop a
bomb anytime, This evening they fired machine guns on the
town and at troops on the road =- We pushed on to the town
ve were after which was all on fire and when we reached the
edge of it the Col ordered the adjutant to make certain
dispositions of the companies and 1 started ocut to look for
a building that was not burned up for the Col's
headquarters. He joined me also his operations officer and
my driver making 4 of us. We went up to the main street and
low and behold just as I stepped into the street here comes
4 column of soldiers and wagons. 1t took a couple of
seconds for me to realize that they were Germans and 1 guess
the others did not think quite so guick for I beat them to
my gun and yelled Halt. Capt Overton speaks German so he
yelled Hands up and believe me you never saw such a
surprised bunch they extended down one block and around the
next street so the tail end of the column did not know what
vas going on but they got their hands up. Meantime as soon
as 1 sav they vere flabergasted I sent my driver to get help
and in a few minutes we had all kinds of soldiers. There
vere 2 rolling kitchens several wagons, a band, some machine
guns and I do not know the exact number of men but I would
say 150 to 200. Then we started to look through the good
buildings I mean the ones that were not burned and pulled
out 50 or 60 vho were sleeping soundly. We sent patrols out
the various roads and the rest of the night and morning
prisoners were coming in until when I left to come back at



9:40 we had 730 and large quantities of material including
machine guns & 4 cannons. I don't suppose I have ever been
more tired than when I got home started back at 9:40 and it
was 2:30 when I reached the machine. I had had no sleep or
rest and had done a pretty good day's walking before
starting on this trip. There were several French women in
the town and they came from their hiding places. It was
certainly pathetic. They were so glad they were almost
veeping. The first old woman that showed up threw her arms
around my drivers neck and hugged and kissed him for a
minute talking all the time. All the able bodied men had
been taken away. Most of the women had babies with German
fathers sald they had to sleep with them whenever they
wanted them. I have picked up some wonderfully camouflaged
helmets the last few days and am going to send the most
brilliantly colored one to Helen N. Must also write to her
for I think T can make an interesting letter for her now.
Had two letters from you today and they were both fine about
twice as much as you usually write. In one you had seen
Dade on the screen and I am glad and do you knovw it made me
veak in the eyes - you were weak in the knees - when I read
your letter, Did the babes know me. Do they announce who
the pictures are when they are shown or just such a General
and staff. Mother wrote that a girl who was in high school
with me sawv them in Indianapolis and phoned her about them
but she and Papa could not get down to see them. Dal was in
the attack but he was on the other side so 1 did not get to
see him, I am some distance from him but hope to see him
soon. I would like to see the home papers about this fight
for they should be quite enthusiastic this division took
2300 prisoners. Yes Col Russell E Hand vas the one we knew
at Douglas. He was in the old regiment when he was wounded.
Now I can not sit up all night writing to you so kiss me
quick and let me go. I have not gotten Helens picture yet.
Loads of love and bear hugs. XOXO0XO

fs/William A. Alfonte
Lieut Col NG

Good morning you sweet thing. We have been having beautiful
weather for the past three days since the fight is over but
before it had been raining for two weeks. You are getting
guite a bank account and 1 will know where to come when I
want to borrov enough for a night out with the ladies. Well
I must get to work. XO




HEADQUARTERS 26tb DIVISION
amerioan Expeditionary Force

FPrance, Septamber 15, 1918,

GENERAL ORDERS
Bo. 77

ls The following letter is published for the information of all
those comocerned;

RUF T-en-WOEVRE,
September 13, 1918,

Sir
four gallant 26th smerican Division has Just set us free,
Since September 1914, the Barbarians have held the Heighte
of the Leuse, have foully ourdered three hostages from LOUILLY,
have shelled RUFT and, oo July 23, 1915, forced its inhabditants
to soatter to the four .corners of France.

1, who remain at my little listening post upon the advice of
my Bishop, feel certain, Sir, that 1 do but speak for ionseigneur
Ginisty, Lord Bishop of VERDUN, my parishionmers of RUFT, MOUILLY,
and GENICOURT, and the people of this vicinity in conveying to you
and your assoojates the heartfelt and unforgettable gratitude of
all.

deveral of your ocmrades lie at rest ip our truly Christian
and Frenoch soil.

Their ashes shall de cared for as if they were our owna W
sball cover their graves with flowers and shell kneel by them as
their own families would do, with & prayer to God to reward with

eternal glory these herces fallen on the field of homor, and to
blees the 26th Division and genmerous imerioca.

Bo pleased, Sir, to accept the expression of my profound
respect.

a4+ LECLLRC
Cure cf RUFT-en-WOEVRE.

By ocommand of lajor General EDVARIS:

aa DUNCAN K. JAJOR,” Jr.,
"] ﬁ Chief of Staff.
nmcm.!

O« i STEVENS,
ddjutany Ognersl,



HEADOULRTERS 26th DIVIZION
~ERICL EXPEDITIONLRY FORCE
General ﬂrﬂ,eui September 18, 1918.
Ao 79

I. The following telepraas from the Prasident of the United States,
the Commander-in-Chisf of the . llisd .rmies, =ad the Commander-in-Chief
of tho Amrican Epeditionary Forces, are publisiiad to the command:

Jashington, Jepteober 14, 19148,
General Joha J. Fershiag,
Aerican Zipecitionary Forees, Fraasce.

accedt oy warmest congratulations on the brilliant achieverants
of the Lray wider -7our coimand. The boys havo doue vhat w0 ox-
peoted of thell end doae it in the vey we .05t adaira. We gre
deeply proud of them and of their chief. 2Please convey to all
concerned oy grateful and affectiongte thanls.

(Sisned) TOODROW V/ILSON.

September 14, 1918.
Comandiiy; Geusrzl,
Pirst irmw.

.57 dear Generol,

The First .rerieon .xry under your cormend on this first
day has won a aageificent victory by a nanocuvre as skilfully
trepared as it wss vallently executed, I extend to you as well
as to the officcys ané to the trooys under wour corsend oy
warmest compliz=ants.

(5igned) TLERSHAL FOCH.

Jeptember 15, 1918.
Comnanding Genersl,
Pifth Caozrus.

Plzgse extend to the officers aua ea of the Fifth Corps my sinoere
nonoratulotions for the ~ert thow bawve talen in the first battle of
the Arerican .rmy Our successcs nave thrilled owr countrymen and
evoked the snthusiassn of 211 .llies., Will you coavey to the conmand
ny cordial appreciation of their work. I am proud of thes accomplish-

2Nt .
(8igmed]) FERBHING.
By corvand of lajor Genergl Edwerds:
DGl K. HLJOR, Jr.,
OFFICI..Ls Chief of Staff.

Ca 4L, STEVENS
adjutant Generdl,
Adjutant .
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1, again it becomes ay duty and pleasur: to congratulate this division
on tha isportant part it played in the battle of the St. Uihlel Sallent,.:
wuptembur 12 - 14, 191b. . .

Our tas< was to attack on the historiec and hitherto impregnable ground
oear Lus Sparges where in the past so many thousands of Fremch lives bave .Msemn
sanorificed, :

In front of us the fortifications were manned by Germans, with a No lan's
Land on difficult slopes, churned{and pitted by four years of shelling and
+#ith a mass of wire and other obstacles from trench toc trench.

The three infantry regiwents in line, the 101st, the 103rd, and the 104Wh,
with the brigade machine gun units, met a datermined rasistance. The onemy
zachine gun fire was intense. The artillery, without daylight registrat®ém,
ild well, during that part of the night allowed for preparation, in cutt¥agr®'-
breaches through this mase of wire, which were completed by the infantry bEfore
ard during the attack.

Tho detarmined and offective mothods of tne infantry in the attack on the
sacnine gun nests, tho deliburate locating of these nests, and the subsaquent
infiltration processes used in overcoming these nests; the bold dashes wherever
opportunity offered, in one casu resulting in the 2nd 3attalion of the 103rd
Infantry rushing sod capturiog a hostile battalion of greater strength, before
the enemy could raise his head; ths fine liaison and co—operatiom of the artil-
lory* the expedition with which follow-up roads were constructed by tho enginmeers;
the enterprise of the medical, supply, and other auxiliary units - all combined
to prove that itea widd sorvice and experience have made this a veteran division.

1 was pleased with all elements of the division.
£, By dark on the 12th the principle resistance of the enemy had been
overcome. Then came the order to close the gap between our forces on the north
and our troops advaneing from the south in order to prevent the escape of the
unemy from St. <ihiel. Our mission then sas to roach Vigneulles before day-
light and thore establish contact with troops of our Fourth Corps.

des dioan =wm & -

aavance closely throughout the battle in readiness for any such omergency, wes
ordersd to spare neither cnergy nor blood to accomplish this mission. The
whole division was pushed forward through the night, the rest of the Slst In-
fantry Brigade following the dash of the 102nd Infantry, and the 52nd Infantyy
zrigado moving out on the left rear of the 10Znd Infantry, with the towns on
the plain to the northwost of Hattonohatel, to include St. uaurice, as objeot-
ivos,

In less than one half hour after receipt of this order the 102nd Infamtry
and the 102nd laohine Gun Battalion were on the march, led and inspired by the
regimental and battalion commanders in person. They marched over nine kilo-
wetors on the only existing road, through a dense forest, in an unknown and
nostile country infested with the enmemy, losing for the time being liaison both
to the right and left. The leading elements, passing through Hattonchatel,
reached Vigneulles before two o'clock in the morning, took complete possession

Laver)

o« 7he 102nd infaptry, in the &ivision rascerve, wnich had folloved the
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of these two towna, by three o'clock, and pushing out occupied Creue and Heud-
lcourt and blocked the roads leading from the southwest, while sending patrols
further intn the plain to gain contact with the imerican foroes.coming frem
the snuth,

This advance force capturud many prisoners, much ammunition, stores of
all kind, ana releaged many captive civilians from St. Mihlel that the enemy
in his hasty retreat was forced by the 102nd Iufantry to abandon.

wWith this advanoe force were the untire l02nd Infantry, 3 companies of the
102nd lachine Gun Battalien, and part of the 10lst .lachine Gun Battallion from
the division reserve. This last part, abandoning its motors, marched 14
#ilometors carrying its guns by hand the entire way.

by the morning the whole command had taken posscssion of all the towns,in

th. sector of its advapge a.nd was mtient to pursue the encmy across th:l
fiindinburg Lino. -

— [ - —_—

he The towns of ST. REMNY, DOWIATIN, THILLOT, ST. {AURICE, BILLY-sous-
les-Cotea, VIEVILLE-sous-les-cotes, HATTONCHATEL, HANONVILLE, VIGNEULLES,.
CHLUE, HEUDICOURT, DEUXWOUDS, WADONVILLE, AVILLERS, and BUTGNEVILLE, as well as
the entire length of the GRANDE TRANCHER do C.aLONE, with a gain of 14 kilometers,
bzlong to your arms.

The division captured ubout 2,400 prisonmers, large stores of supplies and
ammunition, horses, and motor transportation, znd about 50 guns.

I an proud of you. ¥nu are a shock division.

C AR Ebyrerclo —
{.‘u ﬁ.i Eﬂﬂrﬂﬂs
..ajor General, Commanding.



In He Zubmitted Thes Wilkary Chanapele, lo the Adjut
General, G. H. Q. A. E F. Mareh 11, June 20,
September 30 and Decamber J1.

Septecber 30
EFFICIENCY REPORT

Msgguresd B oo, 00 I G Be§. & B Fo W

Willism Ai. Alfonte,

Apme

Liout, Colon®l, Fleld Artillery.

ael amd Orgnoisatben, )

41 yoars 4 months

B — .

e

Division 3ignal Officer, 26th Division.

Dheng Dareia Periesl i
rperied e

‘ci-ff?:‘? M_

T N

Ualor Geuazsly CommeiniManiigision.

INSTRUCTIONS

I, In recording rour judgmeni take inte comsiderstion
following polnis. but do not report on them separately:

i Altention 1o duty
e Professional peal

" intelligeoce and judgmeot showa B8
drilling and handling ¢alisted men.

imiroTt

Ueneral bearing and militery appearacce.
. LaE e ss lmﬂ“'wlr and Tov:
P uuperinfs, el of his persousl wic

' His lrhaviesr i sclion

1. Undér the hesding, Hemarks,” L is most desirable 1
ihe reporting officer deseribe the character, special qualificat
vind megthod of performance of duty of the offlcer reporied v
with such fullness a3 wmill give a true estimate of him, i
pendent af the other parts of ibe report. [t shouwid be a con.
«tatement of his opiolom on ithe subjects of gereral Oiness
e o vivimmissioned officer, has strong poiots amd his limitatis
Ihis siaterment should be definite apd lo the puint, and
svrfunctary ar evasive

i, Tw be uied in reporting on Majors. liewteunant Uoloas
somil € esdnppels unly

e

Durina 1he
auality :

past 1hree months hes work has besn  of
3 Ezcellent
b EEE @D -
X TIEY -INNIYTE
N

Fa

FPhysical Condition:

i sirnnE and Acine

b EEEEE

v O
1 Has he shown peculiar Stoess or marked ability for detmil
wit the treneral 5iaff, or for dutly o0 aoy particelar’ Staff

Departnient?  TOla i-n,._ﬂf,tm G's or As
chlef ¢f staff of a division.

I+ this willcer s sour upiwion litted Tur duts with and 1o

ommand troaga” Il sot, in owhat capacily do vou conaider

vis services might be better otilized* L‘L m_l.iﬂlt
learing for J.3. My spplication ta put.
him with & regiment has been disapproved.

S This silicer speaks and transiates
a1 XENNL
by (D
#. Hecommended [or:
. CEEEEIEEITIEINEIEEE
=1 Fromol von cnl-ﬂ'r Ihflllﬁl'j’
INMIFTEE TN

HEMARRKRS:

This officer I have tried out in every
way, His forte is o d of anx try
regiment, He 13 a strong com ader
I would be glad to mave him in command of
an infantry regiment. He 1s too valuabls t
be kept au signel officer.




June 27, 1919.

Lemorandum f or ol tation of Liswtenant Colone l william 4. Alfomte,
! Infantry, sivigion Sigaal Officer, 25th Division.

iieat. Colonel T1'1liam A. Alfonte, Infantry,
(Signal Offlcer, 26tn “ivispion), voluntarily sccunpanied a rald-
ing party 4€H Riohecourt on the night of “ay 31, 19168, oconsisting
of a pattalion of the 10lat Infantry.

Ae displayed vnosual initlative, Dravery ahd sang-
troid, and personally tappsd the enemy's wire commundcations, em-
aopling the Division Jommander to secure l-portant intelligomce.

During tha St. Mihiel offensive, on the night of
September 12, 1918, he was ona of the first to enter Tigneulles
shead of the 102nd Infantry and slded in the capture of a wagom
train and a Cermen machine guwi battalion.

Zs H« COOPER,
Captain, S.C.

omg




HEADQUARTERS
NORTHEASTERAN DEPARTMENT
SBOSTON MASS

July 12, 19193

Uy dear Alfonte;

Thank you mich, 0ld man, for your char=
asteristically kind letter. The only thing I know
is Just what Malick wrote; the oitatdon for the
Croix de Guerrs was by Petain and intimates that
Pershing has finally aporoved 1t, snd there is
overy ovidenoce that he edited 1t tool. However,

1 haven't got It yet, nor the Legion 4'Eomneur,
and I shall belisve it when I da.

Confidentially, I assme that I will
be a Brigadier again very shortly and that tlsy
will send some major ganaral here as soon as my
pressnt popularity wanes a little bit as it is
bound to de and I become an "old satory*. 1 den't
know whore they will sebd me. I suppose it ias
ay daty to stisk. I can tell you, howver, that
I would 1iks to be in a position to mee that all
yoa fine fellows who stayed by me 80 loyally do
oot suffer for your allogianoe, That is the only
thing that malss me sore, when heretofors they
have always won out. There may ba a God in
Israsl that will visit this sarth before I retire.
I shan't give up, provided Mrs. Edwards can gt
strong again, !f he don't come bafore I retire,
bat if he does come, then all you lads amilel

Yy love to Fendlston and yoursslf.
!Iithmlf yours,

Aozre ) Houh e s id

Ml s




HEADQUARTERS FIRST CORPS AREA

ARMY BASE
BOSTON 9. MASS.

N REFLY
REFER TD

NHovember 17th 1922.

Colonel William A. Alfonte,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

Lear Colonel alfonte:

The General today has forwarded a recommendation for
& Disvinguished Service iiedal for you, & copy of which ie
inclosed herewith.

In view of the fact that all of the recommendations
he's made so far have oeen turned down by the warm-hecrted
and thoroughly efficient Yar Dlepartment, don't be surpttsed
i7 you get a copy of a notice from us from the id jutant
General that the recommendation, having been carefully con=-
gidered, nas been disapproved. If it is sent baock the
General gurpoaaa to send it in again, send to keep sending
it in unti]l the time expires, next april, in the hope that
they'll get sick of hearing about it and grant it.

I suprose they're 8o leery about .iving us creait
for snything thaet they have to be careful about giving us
medals alsp. Uip to daste the only L.t.UH's awarded im the
wivision sre Generel Hele, Duncan £. Lajor and Colonele
Bevens apd Eume. However, the Genersl hopee, and 1 take
the liberty of joining him, thet you will socn be in that.
select cilaes named above.

Yours sincerely,

-

&'r..-sfé-ﬂﬂm-- Z*r see fﬁo-—.—.rw

Inclosure éj?/ ;%3?. ¥4

———




Jovembar 1Tth 1928,

SUBJ:ZCT: Zeoommendntion of Major 9illiam 4. Alfonte,
formerly Division Signal fficer, 246%h
Divieion, a«<E.F., for the Dletinguished
cervipe MHedsl.

203 "he ..d Jutant General of the ..rmy,
‘aphington, 2.C.

le I recommend thut e jor ~1llinm u. alfonte, formerly
LIvielin vigoal Jfficer, .6th Jivislon, a«c.r., e uwarded
the Listinguished worvice Medal, with the following citationg

8 jor ~ifurte, 57 hie %izh —rofesstonnl skill,
matiring eftort, and umeunal -ttentlon %o duvy,
maintained the communioations syetem within his
vivieion at a high degree of nffiuiunug. Un Way
30th 1918 he pereonsil!y distinguished himeelr by
entering /o .epne Land in the eneay's wire, =nd om=-
Jeuvoring to cut into his communigations system,.
This rot var fur aoove vhe eall of duty und in total
A4 =reanard of win own safety. turiog he ..lene-
“arne ffanasive, . n July <ath .J718, .= or ..1fonte
agein distinguighed himseld soove ihe oull of dut
by volnntaril; necomranyine & oattaliuvn -7 the Z8%th
sivision in pureult of the omemy, fter hle own
Jivision hed been relieved. Jit the nipht of Cept.
12¢th 1916, Malor .lfonte sgain, with great xallantry
und exdertional professionel ability, voluntaril
sgoompenied the 102nd Infantry in its rnight mare
through the woode slong the Grand Tranchee de
“mipmne ‘ntn "i{nenllee, ‘r ~~dor that he "irht rer=
sonally supervise the cet&Ddlis:ment sia DQELllLCDANOS
of communication with Uivision Heedquarters. [Hie
condust war of exceoptional value %o the commend and
war dieviuguivhed by ite unflagging dovotion, ex-
ﬂ-piiﬂnllu?ﬂltlltl?l and cxtraerdinery affininnn:-

.2, Tlior alfonte rup’nt-dlt visited the foremost is
%1 thI ~dvision and w 2 eal aseistanoce in m-in ning
he sSignal systems within the Ulivision and was ummi

on all oeeasions to hie own safety. Hie voluntary ajg ) |
to lnt-r:upt the German messagcs on the night of Hl{ 3

wag particularly notewerthy for its 4sring and for the
apirit of self-seorifice and devotion to duty that it re-

vealed. Throughout his rervice with the uivieion his oeon-

duot revealed nppermost in “is mind san unyuenchable desire



to render the !runt.-t reseible servige, und thie desire was
fulfilled by the high etate of efficlonoy whioh he developed
throughout the signal units of the Jivielom.

e Ao Sdwards,
Ma jor Gemaral , J.d. 4rmjJ.



