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Wnen a Commander-in-Chief packs up and moves his headquarters, the
strain upon signal facilities is intense, When he keeps moving it, that
strain is mltiplied many times. 4and when he not only keeps muving, but
keeps his headquarters abreast of his advance elements, the ingenuity of
commnications soldiers is taxed to the very utmost,

During the drive on Manila in the Luzon Campaign, Ceneral lachirthur's
Heedquarters were frequently in front of lower echelon command posts. The
magnitude of the signal communications misaion for a roving headquarters
the size of lacirthur's wes enormous.

But while the llanila movement "8 pertaps unique in that sense, it was
ideal for study from & signal standpoint becsuse cammnicstions followed
the classical axls from highest headquarters to lowest.

4 brief sumary of the tactics and elements employsd is necessary to
an understanding of the commpieations problem, Fluidity of the operation
rosulted in some irregulerities or overlapping of corps boundaries end
resultant changes in the assigmment of divisions, but basically the action

| was a2 follous:

Sixth army with I and XIV Corps and 13th Armored Croup landed in the
Lingayen Bay arca beginning 9 January 19.5.

I Corps hit the eastern beacles of Lingayen Culf, north and east of
LIV Corps in the Damortis-San Febian ares, mopping up that sector and seal-
ing off the bulk of the Japs in noprtheastern Iuzcn with the 43rd, 6th, 25th
end, latcr, the 52nd and 33rd Divisions. The sensational liderction of
prisoners 25 miles behind the enemy lines at Cabanatuan was carried out by
clements of the 6th Ranger Batialion, directed by Sixth Ay,

AIV Corps 1it the scuthern beaches of Lingayen Gulf, whore the Japs
had landed more than three ycars before with the sume mission ard where
they least expected us. The 37th Division fought its way south along the
main highway to Hanils, The LOth Divisdon stopped to drive the cnewy into
the mountains west of the Fort Stotsenberg arca. The First Covalry speare
hosded down thas left flank of the 37th like en errov almed at Manila, not
stopping to mop up, but carrying the fight to the Jeps in tho capital city
firat. Ite right flank was covered by the 57th and its left flank by the
6th Division which ran into ficrce opposition in the foothills to the caste

The 11th Airborne Division landed et ilasugbu, Cavite, on Batungas,
scuth of lanile, c:ngﬂ.ging the nnﬂoy'n rear, as troops under XIV Corps
approached kanils from tho north and east. Elements: of this division also
acccmplished the speetaculsr raid bebind the Jepancse lincs to free the
Los Banos prisonerss

LI Corps landed on the west comst of Luzon. Its 38th Division drove
inland to Dinelupilbar, cutting off Bataan, Under it, thc 503rd Farachute
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end the 15lst Inranm Bogirent oo

This history is concerned chiafly with the tain drive on Manila,
digressing to give accounts of nﬂﬁﬁgﬂ&%ﬁ% Luzon oporations where thoy erc
of espteial historie value or of SBignal operations throughout the
Island, since an account of the aﬁi‘vﬂi:ﬁa of oll elenents on Luzen would
be largely repctitious end should be available, for the record, in unit

| histories.

Detailed as the fnllﬂﬂﬁﬁ Pages nay ha, they do not describe Signal
Corps activitics in their entiretys 4 substantial proportion of then are
of @ naturc that cannmot be cxplored in an unclassifiod history such as thise

To elarify ccrtain toxt roferences, o glossary, of Signal Corps
nosenelaturc and other torms that ﬂi&kﬁvm& be universally faniliar, is
incorporated at the cnde




_ One night shortly after the fall of Corregidor in 1942, a redic intelli-
genee operator, sitting et his receiver in Townsville, australia, picked up
an interosting messsges

4 Royal sustrelien air Force operator in Dorwin heerd thc sans message,
end so did an RI operator in San Francisco.

Transmitted in clear text it snids

CQQ FROI PKAJC AT JAVA STOF PLEASE LISTEN TO CALL ILFORT.LNT
MESSUGE TO CENERAL MACARTHUR FROM FK1LIC AT JAVA STOF FLZASE
AMSVIR OF 4O HEPIRS GA Glis « o oTHIS MESSAGE FOR GENERaL 1LC-
ARTHUR IS VEHY SECRET STOPs.s«MABUHAY MGBUHLY ILEUNLY WIIL
LISTEN FOR KGEI 4T 2:00 4. JND 4130 4.M. PuCIFIC VLR

TDE VITHIN Tie NEAT THREE DAYS STCP HaVa VEHY ILFOHT.LNT
CODED MiSS.GE FOR YOU STOF SICNID FKIJC,

The mossoge vaz intoresting for more ressons than one. The giving of
a specific location, Jova, made it suspiciously like a Jap trick. But was
the message sctunlly from Java? Mabuhey wes not Japanese, it was & Filipino
word of greoting.

A roply from General Macirthur wes broadeast by EGEI.

The folloving day, 29 June, another message camc from the mystorious
PH1JC. It hed & clear toxt introduction saying thot the rost would be
enciphered on on M-94 ciphor device and the key to the systam vwould be the
first name of the wife of o certnin czptaip in the United States urmy
- Signel Corpse It was signed by ths Duteh nome Kranspoensge

The captain mentioned wos found to have been listed as missing in action
on Bataan. His wifo's name was ob%ainod end the enciphered mossage broken as
follows:

DET.CHIERT OF FIL-RUPRIC.H FORCES LHICH VL NUT SURHADERED
AT JCTIVILY R.IDING HORTHEST COAST BARRIOS 1D TOWIS OF
PANC.STIAN DCIIDING DaCURS STOP REQIEST IIFCRLTION IS MY
TISURLNCE FOLICY FOR TEN THOUSD DOLLARS IN THa ILTIONLL
SIRVICE LIFE INSURIICE LEOSE JOITssss(garbled)s.  JRECTUILND
LD OF DISTIGUISHED SERVICE CROSS TO FIRST IT Beemme-ee—-
F--——=~ FOR .« SIRIIS OF HERITORIOUS SERVICES D EITRWORDIN
GALLEITTRY IN LCTION

Tho cnecipheored signoturc &t the end was that of an american .rmy
lisutenant colonel who, with the bigpal Corpe captein, Lad escapeé from
Bataan, asscmblod a radio transmitter Yout of junk®, as ho put it, and
sot it up on Luzonh.
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Those messages marksd the reestablistment of Signel Corps operations
on Luzon, operetions that were to grow stealthily and steadily, until, with

Gaz:rai Machrthur's return, they mushroomed into an claborate comminications
networik,

The “thole story of expionage comminications from Luzon weuld £ill &
volume that, for security reasons, camnot yet be written. Its barest highe
lights are prosonted here &5 a :i'itting introduction to the part the Signal
Corps played in the recapture of the Ialand.

The importence of Signal Eumwﬁﬂ:m the espionage and guerilla
activitics on Luzon is typified by one of the Pirst messages from the
lientenant Colongl. It =maid:

I ILVE TODSY COITENED SECOND LIEUTHLIT Je=w= Co=—==ce—==y
SIHILL CORES, RESM Fuie oD HIS I9N FOR DISPLAYING
TECENIC.L SEILL OF THE HICHEST [EGRIE .J FOR LUTHLORDINARY
‘RESOURCEFULNESS IN PBHMM CUR PADIO aFTPaRuTUS FROI FAlLe
ING INTO EHIMY ILNDS D SUBSEQIENPLY BEII'I}..BLE TO CONTLOT
YOUR EEDJLRTERS .

The underground sfation bogan pouring to General liscirthur a wealth of
information about events after the fall of Corrsgidor, including first reports
of the territle "Death March® of the .american prisoners of Bataan.

On 5 July, this messagec was rocoived:

V.RIOWS FAMEHLEYS DIUNDING I SURHINIER oND Th.T OF 1Y

COILaD HYVE BEIN DROFFED BY FLLNES SINGE THE FLIL COF

CO/HECIDOR If LOCALITIES WHERE THUEY SUSPICT WE 1LY E=

FOUND ST0P ONE OF THEM ST.TES JUNE 30TH .S DLLOLINE STOP

F.LILUNL TO CCUFLY WITL RGN TH.T I SH.UL D SHOT O SICHT

STOF RICETLY DEOLTT H.S Bl ECTENDED T0 .U0UST 15T7H

STOP .LL THISE DHLIDS FOR SURREIDER I HWVE CONSISTIITLY

Iﬁim. ETﬂP_l_-f- LN R 1

To protect him, hie transmisaion was limited to o bl-woockly schedule,

liondays and Thursdays, with prearrcnsed freguencies of 6970 cnd 6520
kilocyclesa |

But on 11 luguat, four days before the deadlinc for his surrcnder,
tie saut this moasapges
TITIIYZECE REPORTS JLVZ REACHLD Me TH.S T A IS '
CICSING I ONF MY R.DIO STLTION BY THE USh OF CETOETRICS«ee

No more traffic wes over recolved from hime Ho was later rorortod
ceptureds The Signal ﬂﬂu‘.‘pﬂ eupt—uin gacoped end resumed netivitics elsc-
vheres Whethor direetion ©inding lod to the espture hes nover beol
doetermined, but tHo years later mapﬂla atations operated under the very
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noses of the Jups, even in Hﬂnﬂﬂ 1ﬁﬂﬂ, and none was cver capturcd by
dircetion finding,

Until October, 1942, Luzon was silent againso far as friendly radio
intelligence was concerned. Then another american licutenunt colonel, of
e 26th Cavalry, who hed cscaped Bataan with two other officcrs oand forty I
enlisted men, first aﬁnﬂantnd San Franeiseco with a junk set from Narthern

Luzon. He vorked out a clpher a;mtam with its original keys in tiic scrial
numbers of three of his cnlisted men.

Two-way advanbage was taken of this stoation. It not only scnt out
valuable intelligence but was usod as @ news agency to bring the Filipincs '
the truth about the ware It meintained communieations regularly until

Marchy 1943« Then the Japs bogon cloaing in on the licutenant colonel. He | ‘
abandoned & brokan down transmitter where the Japs would £ind it, hoping

they would consider the search over. But be finslly had to go off the air

until Junc while ho moved his stations

Whan he ceme peek on, his mess&ges began to grow incoherent and his
eryptographic errors greatly increaseds The hardships of his fugitive life
were obviously affecting his physical and mental condition. They did not,
however, affect an extraordinary sense of humor he dieplaycd throughout his
contacts. He waxed indignant, in mm. over the fact that, vhile tvo of
hieg ¢olleagues hod been captured thruugh a meosly award of 20 pescs, no re-
ward hed been offcred for him,

By «wugust, his messagee became so distorted it was suspectcd that a
Japancse might be operating the transmitter. .as outhentication signs, the
suspoctcd officer vee asked gquestions such as the color of his wifo's eyes
and hor corplexicn, and the names of his children.

Ho replicd that his wife was "a dishwater blonde" vith yollowy cab
eyes®, then namet his four children and added, *If ony others, namc and
origin unknown®. His reply concluded:

DOH'T LORRY, I'Ml GAAUING 4D FHEE AND alkaYs WILL HE.

It was not to be £0. Ou 29 Jugust he reccipted for 2 messogo from |
General Haocurthur preising his courage and urging him $o carry on with
utmost cazution. His stetion wes never heard from sgain. 4 message from |
Mocarthur avarding him the Distinguished Service Cross went unacknowledgede

Enayy docurments soized at Isytc nlion the fserican forecs returned to
the Fhilipvines rovealed that the Japanesc capbured him, and took Lim to
their notoricus torturc capitel, Fort Santisgo. Thoy also obtoincd his |
cipher systum, according to tho documente. |

licantiug, back in Brisbano, australia, thec G70th Signsl survice Company |
wos activated on 1 July 1943 to earry out Signe 1 phases of espioncge in the
Prilippince, .




Eigh‘l‘.‘r per cent of its s‘breng‘bhm Filipino vclunteers for -.—.Itra

hazardous duty, from the United States. The rest were highly trai: )
American soldiers, mostly cryptographic specialists. Functions .:f tne

eampany were 5o secret that even key officers of the Office of the Chief e
Signal Officer knew it only as & meaningless number. This sscurity was '
‘maintained until long after the invosion of the Philippines, In the Islands
themselvos, secrcoy was poors Agents had to rely too completely on whole '
populations of sympathetic Filipinos for proteetion, ani the arrivels of |

submarines with personnel and supplies were Jnmown far end wide within e
short time.

Training was the initial mission of the ocampany. In November, 1943, it
began training intelligence units that were to be muggled intc the islandse
They learned redio operstion, méintensnce end repaire. They werc taught crypto-
graphy and how to manufacture cryptographic systems by memorizing double trans-
position phrases in case their other crypt systems were caupromised. They were
eciooled in weather forecasting and reporting, and aircraft warning. oignal
Corps Fhotographic Service gave them camera training.

These were not Signal Corps unitss They received the Dignal training as:
part of & rounded progrem.

Members of the §7Bth itself were trained in jungle living, guerilla
tactics and combat, in preparation for the more active part they were to takos
The Filipino persomnel, in particulsr, asbsorbed the training esvidly. They
were eager to be sent on their dangerous missions.

Everyone wes taught guerilis proeedurs, vhich vas in a class by iteelf.
lost of the guerills operators were not army personncl and those who were
hed their last expericnce with Za:gmls To confuse the enany, no ¢ffort was
made to change this proeedurc until shortly before the invasion. Frocodence
dcsignetions, as kmown in the Army, wore never used, classifications such as
"rush urgcnt® and "rush ismcdiate” being employed instead. Since mo~t of tho
gucrillas woere without § signals, an eneciphered guery had tc be sont when
@ mussage failod to bresk, Conseqguently, code clerks spunt as much as 2
_ hours trying the possibilitics of a stubborn double tranapositicn.

The terminal station, K42y at Adelside River, australia, cmployed 300-
watt Phillips trensmdtters at first. In January, 1944, these worc replaced
with thrce S5CR-399-BEs, boosting tho powor to eabout 500-watts apicce. The |
gtation was sot up at Hollandia, 20 Septcmber 194, aftcr General Headquartors |
moved thore from Australias

For soversl nonkhs aftor the eapturc of the Cavolry offlecr, canmnica-
tions with Luzon woro oarricd on by messongers operating out of raney, Mindors
Mindanac and Negross

Then, in December 1943, camp tho first of the secret movemcnts for which
the men of the 976th had boon waitings 4 Tochnician Third Grade vho professed |
to have e kmowledge of radio, wes taken cut of the ecode room and placed inm
charge of a group of volunteor Filipino members of the company, snd they [
guietly disappearcd from the arcas |

il
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They came up from beneath the see in & submarine shortly aftcrvard off
8 secluded beach of the Island of Mindanao. From liindansc, thc party made
its wey to Samar by sailboat, and in June 194L, its commander sent the T/3,
now a secend Yicutenant with & guerilla commission, and two Filipinos of the
970th Detz=chmont, to southorn Luzon, agein by sailboat,

The former T/3's bamboo comiission, as the guerilla ranks vere lnowh,
was eonfirmed retroactive to December, 1943, by Headquarters, United otates
4army Forecs in the Far Zest, in March, 1945, after the recapturc of lanilae
He wes zlso given a promotion to first lieutenant retroactive to June 194li.%

At that time, he admitted to a superior officer that, although he had
claimed to0 e & redio technician so as to be given the dangorous assignment,
he knew virtually nothing about radio except what he had learned efter reach-
ing the Philivpines. That, however, had proved to be considorables

Meantime, the intelligeonce party had picked up in Mindanso a U.5, army
4ir Forcc radio opcrator who had eluded the Japs and obtuined a bamboo
commission as first licutcnent, They sent him into iastcrn Luzon to set up
a station, in llay, 1Shl.

Both transmittcrs on Luzon could reach EF5, Mackay rodic station in Sen
Franeisco, but not Australia. They rolaycd through Samars Reguler schedules
were sct up between the two Iuzon stations, and Samor guerded both 24 hours &
doy.

The two of them, in turn, acted as relays for scveral smollor sets they
hed earricd into Luzon with them and cautiously distributed to gucrilla units.
The Signal Corps radio net on Luson was growing within thc Jep linos as the
tactical not outside was tightening arocund tham.

The §70th officer had unastinted preise for the equipment with vhich ho
opcratod, a l2-tatt australisn set known as a 3-F2, It consisted of three
units---spoaker, trasamittcr and receiver, plus four stornge battcrics and a
gasolino chorgors Ho brought aleng a supply of gasoling, which th: gucrillas
roplenished from reided Jap stares. Being bulky, tho sot could only be used
in a comparctively safeo spots

The transmitter wae equipped with six crystel sockets. TFroquency of the
erystals could be doubled to give a range of 2,500 to 10.000 kilocyclose
Both transmittor and receiver operated on 12 volts.

4ll parts ver? tropic-proofed. The recciver proved highly scluctive.
Cherger trouble was tho anly difficulty encountered, and that wos duc to the
strain of running theo charger more than 1200 hours in six months' op?-mtim-

The 973tk team reinforeed itself with two csempcd hmericen prisoners of
war who scarved as pover and utility men. They hed exccllent guerille pro-
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teotion, and, by di.atrihuﬁn{g mﬁmﬂ. plies that they had brought uith
m}:;ﬂ wor the devotion of the countryside. & Japanese notorbest patrel
came ting for the: once. After the guerillas finished with them, the
rediomen had the Jep motorboat, fraom which the lieutensnt enjoyed ajuaplaning
for the next six months, and no more Jap patrols bothered them,

One of his duties was to build a ‘hidden emergensy air strip for ancriecan
.plenes opercting over Luzon, He did it with 500 laborers whom he paid for
30 days with stripa cut from parachutes the Army had used to drop him building
supoliss,

By August, 1944, Macirthur was advancing on the Philippines with seven
league boots and the need incressed for & constant flow of cammnications on
Japanese movemecnts on Luzen, the heart of our objective.

That month, two teams of highly trained signalmen fram the 970th, all
Filipinos, embarksd on submerines, each led by e Filipino first liesutenant
of the Us 5. Army who, as pilots, had been stranded on the Island of Negros
after the fall of the Philippines and had made their way to Australia., There
were about 25 men in each team, every one dually trained in radio operation
and cryptography.

Supplies, so long denied the Southwest Pacifie, werc sturting to reach
Austrelien and New Guinea beses from the United Stetes by then, and the two
parties vere able tc take with them an abundence of first class cquipment as
well as extra cryptographic systams,

Each team brought four SCR-288s, the sccond standerd Signal Corps scts to
come into the islepds (first standard sets went to liindanao)s according to
field J-“EPD-!‘T-E fram Lulﬂn. the fﬂurﬂmtt‘ 2858 'prn‘med VETY Bﬂtiﬂfﬂﬂtﬂrjﬁ- saannne
Its best featurc wes that it ves a master oscillator and so of fered mors
frezuency choice (3.5 to 6.3 mognoycles)s Its dravbaeks were that its
frequency rangc was too low and the filter wore out guickly, necessitating
a large extra supply. DBeing band generated apd highly portable, this sct
was ideal for small observaticn pertics going into small towns for close |
observaticn of Jap movemonts.® & total of 34 of these 288s wers w..ntu&lly
sent into the Fhilippines, as well as Bﬁl—]&j Walkic-Talldes and SCR=530 |
Handie-Talkies,

They alsc brought & couple of sultease radioc scts for espionage work
in "hot" tcrritory.

This set, imoun &s an SSTR-1, depended on a portable net control station,
called an 85TR-2, in the vicinity to reley its traffic. Contained in & small
suiteasc, the SSTR-1 operated from 110, 220 or é-volt power supply. The power
unit olso provided a trickic chargor to charge o six-wolt storcge battcry from
cither 110 or 220 volis. Accompanying it ves @ smullor casc contsining a
battory with cnough povor to oporsto the sct scverel hours.

The transmittor had a threc-watt cutput and wee crystal controllcd, the




crystal socket boing on the faee of the ‘oguipment wherc it woe casy to inter=

chenge erystals, The receiver cmployed headphoncs only, and wne roeported to
bava poor sclectivity.

Thouzh compact, the chicf disadvantago of the sct wes its weipht. That
factor lod to the capture of the fipst operative trying to bring one into
lanila, & Japancse military policemen became suspicious of his heouvy burdens

The S5TR-2, weighing 300 pounds, consisted of throc mediun-sized COC(S=m=
tronsmittcr and receiver, power pacis and gesoline gunorator.

Having no tropie preofing, moisture ruined it almost immediately, accord=
ing to a ropcrt in the files of the 978th, and the froguency range of the
tronsmittor, with a top of 7,000 kilocycles, was too limited and the receiver
unseloctives Transformers in the power pack were constantly dccamiissioncd
by the hunidity, and one had to be rewound 15 times in 25 days. Only part of
the set reported satisfactory was the four-eyele, single eylinder gasoline
engine driving tho 110-volt, LOO-watt generator.

Bost results vere reported with the set known as the Sulitcasc Poston, a
British design. Weighing only 11 pounds camplete with recciver and trans-
mitter, it wes operated by hend generator, loezl pover or battorics., It used
any ldnd of wire antenna and would reach Leyte from Tarlae in the conter of
luzon, a distance of more then 300 miles. One of these scis vwas succcesfully
smuggled into lEnila and begen sending intelligence to tho advancing amcrican
forces & vosk before they reachod the citye

First choice for a long ronge ficld sgt was the NEI-3, a 30-vatt outfit

developod by the Dutch army for espionage in the Netherlands Esst Indies.
Its greatost advantoge vas its complote solf-sufficicney. licither gesoline
nor battcerics werc nceded because it wos eguipped with o biecyele gemorator,

Riding thc stotionary bieyele, a mon could supply power for anywhere from 50
© o 100 groups boforc tiring. The ontire sct, contained in throc cases, ro=-
quired six men to earry it. Tho trapemiticr uscd a "Y" antonna, It was
erystal controllecd end could work on double or triple tho frequencies, giving
a range of from 2,500 to 15,000 kiloocycles, Crystals werc changed by plugging
them into o sockot on the face of tho trensmitter. It would scnd over 2,000
miles to austrolin, giving out = peeulinr note that corricd through interfer-
ence. Jeak point ol the sot ©=3 the raeceiver which had littlc scleetivity
and tended to drift from the froguency because of fluctueting power of the
bieyelc gencrater, aeccording to uscrs. The whole set was =mter-proof and
withstood rough handling.

dntenncs usod by the ospionage stations were always of the sioplest
sort so thnt thoy could bo carefully samouflsged, particularly from aerial
cbsorvation.

4 third party of 25 Signalmon was landef by submorine Horthorn Iuzon
in September. Its leader vas & Filipino lisutenant who hod been holping to
unload an amcrican submarine same months before when it wans surpriscd by the
enemy. Thore hid boon no tims for him to get @mshore so ho was carried back
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to Australisz on the m». But ﬁ‘ham"umﬁm that brought him back with hie
Iﬁrw also came nmesr 'ﬂuing trapped, ‘f“& Jap beat hunting for anothor americen

"A-'

sub that had just sunk & Jap ships It hed to submerge whon it had unloaded
enly six tons of the team's supplies.

~ Tho party oscéped with & fow small redios and joined a bend of gucrillas
led by en smerican major near Viganm, morthwest Luzon. The liajor put them
-under arrest when the;y first wlﬂaéq tmt:l.l they satisficd him of their
1&55?1#?:

By Christmas, 1944, the Signal Corps hed fully a Cozen undorground rodio ,
stabions in direct contact with :m—mﬂ seme 60 subsidiary stotions on Luzona
4ftor Loyte was invaded ond General MucArthur moved his hecdguarters thers, '
roception of those stations became difficult because their high Tregueney, |
tuncd to his prewicus huﬂﬂqlmx";nm; at mm, tended to skip the intervens

ing et I

Whon the tosk force left Leytc fﬂnl_mm. a 5ignal Corps captain, @
first licutenant, five opertitors and five eode elerks from tic 978th went
along on the FCE (R) 849, a commmications vessel. They intorecpted gucrilla
troffic on routc with non-redisting Navy reecivers, and, aftur the landing,
sot up to handle guerilla traffic relayed to GHQ from the mein reeciving

station, KiZ, then at Leyte aﬁlﬂ. workihg guerills stetions. |
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The Voice of Freedon broadeasts to the Philippines, the Fublic Relctions
and netvork corrospondents! programs to the United States, the cntire daily
schedule of the GHQ Brondeanst Ship Apache, went on just o8 usucl botvecn
3 and 10 Jomuecry 1945. It emanated from the same loeation in Loyte, at tho
same dally hours, used the same call letters and procedurs, and evan the
voices ond personalities were the same as before.

Only the dpuacho vwas not there apd neither wer:s the poople whoso voiceos
went ovor tho air,.

With tho four othor ships of the Signol Corps Seabornc Cormnnd Fost
Flcet, tho «pochoe hod woighod cnchor in Leyte Gulf on 3 Januory, was on the
high scas on tho Fourth, and was participating in the lending ot Lingayen
Galf on tho Ninth,

To koop the cnomy in ignorsncc of the moverxnt, all the Apachc's opera-
tions hod beon taken over by a nearby shore station on 27 Doecmber and it
eontinucd in operation until the Jdpacho resuied in hor now loeaticn on 10
Januery. Tronseriptions of progroms using tho same voicos as customorily
broadeast from the Jpache werc mdde in edvanoo of doparturc and uscd while
tho breoadessters thomsclves were ot goa.

The CP flect o3 pade up of the five wossols thot lhied boeen uscd so
succossfully in the Leyte operation®--The Apacho, the FF 47, cnd the FCEs
(R) 848, 049 and 850,

Sone chongos and inprovements hod been made in the rodio cguipnont of
throe of thoe ships after the Leyvie opexrotion.

Bohno outonatie transmission apparztus was instoalled in the FP 47,
groatly inercosing the traffic potontial of the press troansmission eraft,

BC-779 Supurpros replaced AMR-100 reccivers in the FCEs 850 and
848, Jlthough sorme tochnicions fovorcd the AMA-100, radio officors of
Sixth army, which operated the B850, exprossed dissatisfoction with tho
dustrolion-node roccivery, ineisting it lost efficicney oftor throo or four
hours! stcady operclion. Four Superpros wore installed in the 850, which
rotained two of ite JAMR-1008 as standbys. Tho AlB-100s were stripped from
the GHQ Ship 846 and six Supcrpros were ploced dboord. Only four of then
were mountcd, liowover, tho other two positions .being uscd for non-rodicting
Naval reecivers for interecopt work.

For moreo than & month, almost overy cotivity on tho ships, as well a8
ashore, had been in preparation for thec "Ml Opocration,” By thc of tcrnoon
of 3 Jominry when the five coxmnientions vessols rondozvouscd itk Task
Force 78 ot the mouth of Loyte Gulf, everyonc aboard was sure thot thoir

s
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eventual destination was to be Manila, though very few had any idea where
the task force would strile.

At Leyte, they had had their baptism of fire in constant attacks by
eneny planes that brought deaths and damage to two of the vessels, the PCEs
848 and 850. Since that invasion, the Japanese had been developing their
aacrificial technigue of suicide bomber attacks. The "Divine Winds" of the
Japanese air force, plunging their planes and thezselves cut of ths skies onto
the decks of surface craft, had caused damage to U.Ss forces afloat. The
men aboard the communications fleet expected plenty of trouble on this new
missions One night, before aailing, the commanding officer of the BL9 issued
an order to his Bxecutive Officer:

"Tell the men," he said, "to mail home now any souvenirs they are savings
They might got full of holese*

But morale on the five vesaele was high when the task fores got under
way oh I Januarye

4s in the Leyte opearation, the Chief Bignal Officer was aboard the 848
and the Assistant Chicf Signal Officor was on the 849, esch accompanied by
other Signal officcrs of the CHR stafl, besides the operating personnel for
the Signal oquipment. In addition, the 848 carried three Australian offlcers
and an Australian intercept team, andi the 849 carriel the Filipino intorcept
toam.

The dreaded suicide bombers made no attacks on the commmnications ships!
part of the convoys Thore were ordinary air raids on the way up, but thoy
were treatod with the contempt accorded routine occurroncose Tho cnomy did,
however, provide a greater varicty of experiences in naval warfarc on this
mission than the Signel ships had previcusly encountcrcd.

Tho first came when tho unmistakablc wake of a torpedo broke the
tropical watorsithe sceond day out, and, while eweryone hcld his broath, passeod
500 yards ahcad of the B49 and harmlessly betwocn thoe 850 and an IST in front
of here Euager to usc its untricd anti-submerine woapons, thc 849 ordorcd
full spocd ohoad and wont sniffing across the sca for the rodider until
reclioved by o destroyores It was later reported that the dostroyor rommed
o midgot submarino.

The 55-yoar-old Apachc docvoloped cnginc troublc on the third day out
ard had to oececpt a tow from a tug until 4t was diacovorcd tho brecak-down was
duc to sclt watcr in thc modin fuel tanks. Then a pipo was run to tho fucl
tanks of thc Signel Corps gencrators and sho continucd under hor own pOWOTe

The Scventh of Jamary, in the Sulu Sca, was an ovontful day for tho
shipss Fersomncl of tho Signal flect watched two Jop destroyers coming in
to attack thoe convoy at 1025, saw onc of tham sunk by an Americen dostroyor
ond thc othcr ono turm tail, Then, at 1825, two bombe dropped ncar tho LST
choad of the 849, and the erow chuorod when tho IST shot down hor attackors
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mees ey On Ghis voyage, ab 0448 of 8 January, the 848 was bracketed
s+ viapanese hombs, one landing 50 ycarls fo cither side d her, but whercas
in Loyte Gulf the same thing had piddled her with 100 holes, killing six mon
amd mounding 25, this time she slmrred betveen the perilous geyscrs
unscathcde

The night bhefore the Jending, intelligence warncd all ships that
Tlopting mincs hed boon dotocted and thet en extra sharp woteh must bo
maintained. Spoed was ocut way dowms None of the ships! captains got much
&8lecp th=i nighte It was.cool on the open soca, but thore woro damp hands
and perspiring forehoads cboard the FP 47 whon the Wridege sighted s float-
ipg-mine end the svwaying vessel glided past it with just six foocd,slcarancos

Davn of 9 Jamery, ezlled S-Day for the operation, disclosed land on

both sides of the eravling coavey end at 0730 the Navy's multitudinous guns
ripped’tho quiet of the sborbline. The Signsl Fleet, following its usual
tactics, ercpt in through the barrasc to lay togothor ready for tho operaticns,
off "hite Beache

That night the Japanesc surface suicide creus wont into action.
Orders were to fire on any &mall craft approaching a ship.

VWihen the news of the landing vies reloescd the samo morming, 10 January,
tho .Iwuhn aid the FP 47 were veadys Contect vas established with Radio
Corporuiion of arerica 6t 0730. The official commniquo was read owor the
Apache's transmitter at 0800. Network roleases and voice press iransmission,
8]l diprect to Sen Francisco, followeds A couricr bont brought rcoss of copy
to the ¥P 47 for tronsmissioha

In the oporstion, Sixth Army treffic wes heavier anmd GHY traific

lighter then in the Leytec operotions One factor in the lighter commnications
load born by the GHG ships vas tho prompt installation of shoruv facilitics.
The B48 and 849 complotod their primary mission-—-the handling of initial

GHYy communications from tho assoult until establishment of shore stotionSe--
on § plus throoc. Tho 8/8 egain hendled the burden of GHY traffic, about

- 2,000 groups, the BL9 serving largcly es a stamdby. Channels vore
establashed with othor shipsy; tho beasch head and GHY in Luytcs

Arca nots in which the Signel ships operatsd weoro:

GHy Signol Communication Ships Convoy Met, using SCR-610%,
sirplox volec=--PCEe 848 and 849, Apachc and FP 7.
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FCE VilF Net, using SCR-300e, olce---FCEs 848, 849 and 850, and
GHG and Sixth Amy ashore.

PCE High Freguoncy Net, using SCA-28l4s, voice and CVe--FCEs
848, B4 and 850, and GHQ and Sixth Army ashore.

Intor-ship VHF Voiece Net, using AN/TRC-1s——--CHQ ashore tos
the Beise by duplox voice only, the Apache by duplex voicc end
duplex radio teletypo, torminating a% PRO eshors, the FCE 845 by
duplox voicc and duplex radio %eletype,the FCE 849 by duplox
voice and duplex redio telctype, and the Tulsa (Havy intcreept
ship later rensmed the Tacloban) by duplex rsfic teletypoc =nd an
SCR 300 for limison and oco-ordination onlys

Local High Command High Frogueney Net using SCR-188e,; TU=12s
or the egqual, manual CVW--~CormanderwineChief!s ship, Scventh Fleet
flagshiy , PCE 848, and 4Allie® Air Forccs, 4llicd Navel Forces,
GHY and Sixth frmy ashoro, with another Navy flasgship, Tulsa and
PCEs 849 and B50 entoring wihon reguired end acting as sccondary
gtatiohs.

PRO HF Net, wsing SCR-284s, voico and Cli——-1CI 759 (carrying
war corrcspondents), Apacho, FP 47 and FRO =shorc.

FHO Fil Met, using SCR=3008, voicow=-1CI 759, Apachc, FP 47
angé PRO oshoro.

The. PCE 550, scrving Sixth Ay, openod chammels to Sixth Army Rear
Echelon and GG in Ioyte, to shore and to other ships, and did extensive
relay sork for tzctical units ashoree Its miximm bordle was 40,000 groups
in 9J$ hrurse

Both the B4E =nd the 850 scrved at the start of oporaotians as couricr
centers for thoeir respective commandBe

on 8 plus four, the B43 and B49 were anchored near cech other four
miles of f Dagupen vhen, without any alert, the wmistekeble scroam of a
heavy missile was hesrds There was no time to man stationss The ccptain
of the 845 yellcé hasty orders to "hit the deek", but the mon wore elready
taking covcr wherover they could find ite Tho explosiwe struck the vater
midway botveen the twe shipse Both were showered with shrapnel, but no
Aemags was donce QConcensus was that it hed boen a bord from a high-flying
planc, although it ecould heve boen & shell from a Japancso shorc betterye

That same day tvo strafing Zeros attacked tho two Sdgnal ships, but luck

remained with thems Sullets spurted into the water right up to the stern of
cach vessel, then the attheler of the B4B banked of f just before scoring hits
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and the plane strafing the 849 pulled out of its dive prometuroly and misseds

Corrcspondents vorking on the Apache moved sshore on 17 Janusry, relaying
to the ship by VHF. The following day & spirel-four eable was run under vater
betTeen the Apache and the FP 47, enabling the ¥® 47, which had no
carrier systa. of it8 oun, to utilize the Apache's. This gave hor contact Ll
with both the apache and shore by telephone and tcletype, supplomcating the
regularly schoduled courior service that was maintained by an 1OV between
the Public Rolations Offico ashoro and the FP 47. The shipe swinging at I
their anchors plocod great strain on the spiral-foure It f!‘uqdﬂntlﬁf boccame
fouled, and hed to be replaced every throe or four days. '

Corrcspendonts worc preparing to meve south with the advance, and for
the noxt veck radio technieians of the Apacho wore busy testing the SCR-399

that vas to accompany ths correspondents for remote transmission back through
tho Ehip-

Tho corrcspondonts left 24 Januery with Public Reletions Officorse Whon
the oporation reached its climex, the Apache was handling programs originating
in Dagupan, San lMigucl end Manila. Tho noiso of battlc in thosc broadeasts
YWas not uncommon.

The historic cercmony in whieh Geneoral MacArthur turned over tho govern-
ment of the Fhilippines to Frosident Sorgio Osmefia on 27 Fobruary was broade
cest to the vorld by the Apacha, whieh woa anchored in Lingsyon Gulf, approxie
matcly 105 miles from Halacohbn Palage, the scenc of tho corcmony, in Manilaoe

Tho romote piciup was acecmplishod over & spiral-four line, carricr
equipped, from iklacdiian to San lliguel, where it was patched through to
Dagupan, and thonec earricd by VHF to tho ship. The spiral-four was strung
from San Higucl to Imnila by tho 276th Signal Heavy Construction Company.

To insurc ageinst interruption, maintensnce eruwo guarded the line from
Monila to Dagupen and the proccedings were carricd simultuncously by SCR=399
dirset from lalacdhtn to tho chip and by VHF, cither of which could have becn
instantly utilizod in casc of failurc of the spircl-four.

The Apache roceived & brosdeast guality roting of throc minus fram tho
Unitod Statos on tho program, and, within the hour, picked up from Hawali
the first of meny rebroedeasts of it,.

On the day that this broadeast took place, anothor ship of the Signal
flcet wes melking history hersclf. In the wholc ponorzme of Henils Bay, the
FCE 849 rodo at anchor elone, tho firat ship to nnchor off Inilz dorbor
sinee tho Jops!' supply lines were out offs IEven os Gererol Lincarthur tolked,
the little gig from the 849 was thronding its way through the Jop-infested
hulks, tho floating wreckage cnd the mines and other memnces of the unsurvoyed
waters of North Honila Harbore It folt ita way slowly to one of the plars,
an, with o sigh of relief, tho commmnder of the 849 stepped oshorc, probably
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the first Aucricon to enter lanile from the sca since the fateful doy when the

Rising Sun cclipsed tlie Store and Stripes in the For East metropolia.

It was 0 tensc adventure for the little fighting ship that began, in
routioe fashion, on 91 Jamuary when eammnicetions wore well cstablished on
shore and the Chiof Bignal Officor ordered the 849 to Leyte to hring back 25
tons of urgontly needed S8ignal equipnont, including two two-and-r-half lilo-
watt traisuitiers for redio teletype cirocuits to Brisbanc and Son Francisco,
four spirtl-four systams, 25 miles of W-1l3 wire &nd 25 miles of five-pair
rubber cable.

Returning, the 849 reached Subie Bay with its priority ecrge on 17
Fobruery. The ship's captain roported to the Naval Operations Officer there
thet he was bound for Menila Harbor with important SBignal Corps matsriel, apd
roguosted cletrance to procecd.

flianila Horbor 1® expostulated tho Operations Officer. "We hoven't even
firdshed evocping it for mines yet."

Tho 849 Commander explained thot he was under operational control of GHR
and thot Generol Machrthur's hoadquarters wanted his cergo in Manilo Harbors

_ This wes, in actuality, only a half truth. While it was an undenioblo
fact thot Eecdguartors vanted the equipment in Menila Harbor, the 849 had
received no orders to bring 4% in and it wes hardly cxpected thot sho would,
But the young Neval Lieutenont in commend of the ship lmew thot no other
vessel had ponotroted the horbor ond wanted his ship to hove the distinction
of being the firste Besidosy he realized the urgency of his corgo and how
mich timc would be saved by avoiding the necessity of sciling post lanile on
North to Lingayon where the eguipment would have to be trans-shipped over-
land By truck bock down to Fonilo,

The Naval Opcrations Officer shrugged his shoulders.

"A1l right," he said. *If ImeArthur wants you in lianila Harbor, we'll
send you ine. You'll get blovm to hell, but wo'll scnd you in L

&4t thot, it tool nine doys bofore the Navy would clear the 849 as the
firat ship to cntor. Then it assigned her 60 1CMs, threc 1CIs, two LCVES
and a cronc barge with tug, to convoy as far ms the esatrance, wherco the 849
was to loove thom so they could wadt in recdiness for the opaning of tho
Horbor, ‘

Funing at the delay, the BY9 anchored off the Harbor ot 1415 of 26
Febrwry. The susrounding woters, at thot time, sbounded not only vwith the
bodics of dead Jops but with csenping onumy troops, swimming, elinging to
rafts ond vreckoge, and in small boats. While thoy were anchored, officors
of the 849 transferved to onc of the many IT boats on nearby patrol duty amd
helped to kill 60 Japs on & single roconnaissonco.
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The next morning they made their survey trip in the gig, erd on the
20thy with the gig preceding her, the 849 crept through the still unsurveyed
walers of Horth Menils Harbor to the doeks At one tims the fathoucter shoved
only six inches! clearance bencath the heavily loadcd craft, and the skipper
had & monent of regretting his boldness, but the ship tied up without nishap,

Lend fighting was in progross just the other side of the Fasig River and
even parts of the waterfront weroc still in Japansse hands. Through the
night, dncrican artillary pounded away close by, star shclls and the fires of
burning buildings lighted the sky, and the telcgraphic chatter of light arms
fire kept neseaging all aboard that there was a war in thc neizhborhood.

It vas one of the rare nights vhen a captein of a ship tied to a dock
walked the bridge all night long. Not until a few days latcr, when a nopping-
up boat cleancd thom out, was 1t discovered that there had been 8 pocket of
20 Japs in a hulk a few hundred feot from tho same docke

"y, wo passed so close to that hulk we could have tossed hand gronades
into 1t." sald tho Captain,

Alnost ovory partially submerged wreck in the harber proved to have been
a rofuge for rotroating Japs.

Disgruntled and frarkly cenvious of their sister ghip's distinetion; the
mon of the 848, whose conbat experiences had distinguished thenm in Leyte,
sat undor orders in Lingayen Gulf waiting to escort tho 4Apacho and FF 47,
with a convoy of recrchant vessels, into a ecmparatively safe Manile Horber
on 7 Mareh..

The FP 47 hod closcd operations on 26 February vhen Press Wircless was
able to cpon oporations ashore, Fron the landing until that date she hed
transnitted 1,092,094 groups of press copy, Press Wir eless rceceiving 729,106
for the ancrican press, snd Boan Wircless 362,988 for the Australian pross.
411 Press Wircless transoissims®erc by automstie egquipnent. BHoam wos by
both mutarntic and napual. The operational peak was reachod on 2 Februoyy
when 7,882 groups werc transmitted in 2§ hours, 33,075 going to Frosa
Wiirelcss, Been's highest total was 16,265 on 25 Februarye

For the 48 days of operation, the average daily nunber of groups handled
was 22,753« Jemsry's total, from the start of transoission on the Tenth,
was 139,052 groups of nows copy. The upturn in February traffic was caused
by the humon intercst value of stories about the liberstion of prisoncrs ard
internoes and the climrctic battlee of the Luzon opcration.

During the poriod of inereased copy flow, Signal parsonncl of the FF 47
naintained round-the-clock schedules to insure propt tronsidssion.

Tha Apache, which transnittoed press copy by voice as well os its
broadeosts, likowiso folt the upsurge in Fobrucry, its heaviest pross traffic
coming between the First and Fiftcenth of the monthe Tho Apache broedeast
275 progrons in January, of which 249 were Voice of Freedon and United States
breoadecsta, the rawminder having been dirceted at dustroliae. The Fobrusry
total vms 220 programs, 198 being Veice of Froodon ond United Stotes broad-
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dnother scaborne Signal Corps innovation contributed to the succocss of
Inzon commnicetions—--the signal supply vesscls.. Thesc are floating depots,
complote with stoecks, hand truels, monorail crenes and shop facilities, each
manned by 2 licutenant end five— or six-man dopot teem from the 3165th Signal
wervice Battalione

A8 distined from mere mg:}-'uarriara', they do not unload at thoir destina-
tion, but canc in with supplics sorted, shelved and stocled, doling theom out
on roguisiticon likc any other depots They wore designod to scrvice invesion
troope and provide initial supplica at now bascse

One of them,a 20,00C0-ton reinforeecd eomercto barge, was towed inte
Linsoyen Gulf about 5 plus fen and went into operaticn with a repair shop and
balanced stock, including Class II to supplement tactical supply and scme
Class IV installation matoricl that is not carried in on landingse. Bearing the
official designation BOL 3063, it had been reehristened Alcatraz by the Signal-
IETe

Itas sister barge, the BCL 3055, namod The Roeck, cnisred llanila Hexbor on
1 March, tho heariecst wesscl to come in by that datc.

4 third flocting Signal depot, the comerete steamer Francois Heneboguo,
later reinforccd it in Henils.

Ducks, LOiis and landing berges clustercd around these craft like trucks
around @ land depot, loading with S8igncl cguipmont for installations oshores

The "Grand Flect" of tho Signel Corpsy constituting permencnt General
Headauartors radio installations thot ean be floated, intact, to difforont
loeations, arrvived on 18 Mareh, and vas opercting the single sideeband to
San Francisco within I8 hours after gotting into position in tho Horbore
Thore werc o .rocoiver end tho trsmsmitior barges in tho fl;-at, with the
convoerted cxeursion stemr Woercona, which scrves os gquarters for tha
personnol. Radio telephoto scrvice to the Unitcd States and Australiz was
reinasugurcted ovor onc of tho seoborne transmitter channcls.
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The plen was for the furthest s@vance headquarters to have instant, direct
commnications back, no metter how fest the drive upon lEnila might beeonee
The plan péid dividonds - the advance proved faster then anticipated.

For this purpcse, the 10th Hadio Carricr Team (reinforeed) of tho 989th
Signal Scorvice Company was get up as an advanco elemcnt of the GHQ Mobile
Gorrminications Unit, with six ViP-oquipped trucks, Iersonnel commrised a
captain and first licutenant vho ware VHF sposialists, a first licutenant
messagc contor officer and 45 onlistod mon, ineluding carricr and message
cchtor specinliste. Thoy wero knowin as the CP Boat schelon beecause of tho
unit's continuing VHF' link with the seaborne CPs.

T/0 end E cquipment for carriur toems proved deficiont for the work at
hond in that the one-and-a-half-ton trusks alloved the tooms®* pore too light
and unablc to corry tho nooessary impedimenta, aénd the FE=755 suthorizcd®
vere an insufficicnt sourec of pover, 8o two-and-a-half-ton six-by-sixes were
obtained, with cne-ton powor trailors.

Fivo trucks werc equippod with two compiete VHF terminals, cazpletely
wired end ccbled in the truck, and ctch terminal afforded threc voice amd
four telctypo channecls. Eguipment required for this on cach of the five trucks
was two All/TRC-3 VHF sets, two CF-1-A tclephonc ecrricr tcrminals, two CF-2-B
tclegroph corricr tepripols, two SCR-300 VHF sets and & switchboarde. & sixth
truck enrrisd threoe corploto terminals, HD-71 six- jack switciboards were put
in five of tho trucks and the sixth corricd o BD-72 twolve-jeck bocrd, with
30 feet of cable so that it could be operated os a maintomence cnd nxmitor
board from e fox holes The ceble come in hoandy the first night of tho landing
when the board kept operating while the truck wos buing pioreced by shrapnel
from Jap shelling,

énothor truck carricd along o HD-91 twaenty- jack board, zll wired and
cabled, with the coable stubs hanging loose, cnd four rocls of five-poir rubber
cable to conncet it with o signol center o&nd with the ecble stubs nlso hoanging
loose fran the truck. This enobled the signol conter to be sot up anywhore
within o nil. of ths trucks

Onc truck was alsec eguipped with tﬁu's{}n-éjﬂs, ond ono SCR=300 VHF sot,
end epcthcr had 10 telotypes with opereting positions inside and FU-Li~8-B
ficld tolophoncs, The other five trucks cach cerricd two tcletypos o8 c4rgOe

Poucr wos supplicd by a PE-85 ten-kilowatt generc tor with a FE-75 two-
end-a-half-kilowvatt generator 8s a standby, in a ocno-ten trailer hocked o
the bock of coch truek,

Most of tho oguinment was shaekled o tho truck bods nnd the tarpoulin
supports worc roised six inehes to provide ncecssary hoighte On cither side
of thu rear of coch truck two compurtments wore built from which the antunnis
could be gquickly dravn and mounted on tho outsides of the trucits
¢ T/0 & E 11-500, dated 22 Sopt Llie
*% D ltr SEX 40O (30 Nov 43) OIB-S-SPDDL-Me "Specicl list of cquipiit for

radic carrior terninal teots A, B, C, 989th 5ig Scrv Co,* dated 1 Doc £7°
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4 “oopons carrior and jecp dccompanicd the VEF truck ponvoye On the
Wougong oerricr wes a 75-uatt Navy transceiver, & battery-gporsted act
simdlar to the SCH-28h, for commnication with the IST 779, which ecarricd
cammand cloncnts of the 300tk Bomb Wing of the Far East Lir Forcoss

The first two trucks were loaded on a Favy Transport to be
transficrrod to ICMs for tho landing at Bluc Beach, cast of the Dagupan Rivore

The high surf made a landing there impossible, so the 10Ms put into
White Beach 3, four miles ecast of Blus Beach near San Fabian, on S plus once

Whitc Beach 5 was no millponds Wavos wore broaking 10 foet highe Tho
LCMs tiere literally throvn upon the bioch, The trucks had to be run off at
top spocde A povier trailer overturncd in the surf. It vas drogged cshoro
on its sido by two of the ftrucks! wibeches &nd its gencrators wers lator
rostored to working ordere 4n ICVP, being uscd as a couricr boat, vas
awenrped by tho surf and smeshods It carricd tho unit's rations, but thoy
floated and most of them voro recovereds Somo personal goar was lost, howovors

Initial cbjostive of $he VHFE unit wes to be in oporation within an hour
of lapdings. Thon it was to loop frog its trucks with tho advance to lanila,
Forty-tvo minutcs aftor erashing onto the boach, VHF was on the air, in
commmunication with tho POEs 848 and 849, tho Cruiscr Boisc cerrying Gonoral
Baehirthur, the Apecho, tho Gunboat Tulse ecarrying Novy intorcept, tho
Scventh Floct flagship, and tho FP 47, all by A/TRC-33 the PCE 850 by
SCAR-300, the ICI 759 carrying wnr correspondents and the IST 779 by SCR-300
and the Navy Scte

Betwcen tho beach and Dagupan, the Japs had blastod all tho bridgos,
a practicc that was to plague our troops the wholo wey to lanils, so tho CP
Boat Echolon tock to the water ogain, roaching tho tovm by ICMs up tho
Dagupan Sivers

In thc forofront of GHR comminications as thoy vore, considerablc
recomnajssanco work fcll to the VHF officors on bohalf of following Signal
echolons. During ono reeonnaissanco mission, the VIF jecp jouncod for six
riles along o roilroad track from Mangaldan to four milcs north of San
Febian, undcr cncmy artillory fire most of the times The railroad bridges
worc the only oncs tho Japs had left standing, end the Joep jolted from tie
to tic ceross ricloty trostleas

On anothcr roconnaissancce along & lonely road, the jocp nytureﬂ tho
1ittlec town of Sante Ignecine 411 tho tovmspcoplle quickly gathercd o sS6e
the vehicle, cheering mnd shouting *Viwve Los Liberatorsi"

From onc of thowm, tho Signelmon learncd that they werc the first
Americans to cntor the toime

ind whore are tho Japa?® thoy inquired,
o b



"The Japs are all obout us, ia the hills, in the fields, ovoryvherc,
but new we do not eares We arc safe bocsuse you hAmoricans have arrived.t

48 gracefully as poesible, the Signalmen bowed out, turned their jeep
around ende-=thers is no other word for it---they scrummed ! Two —iles back
thoy met the Infantry edvancing, but they kept going until they recched
Carmnling, wlierc they sent for one of their trucks and tied VHF in with GHG,y
Sixth army, XIV Corps and, through 37tk Division, the lover echelons.

The 129th Infantry Reziment took Terlse on 5 plus 13 at chout 0600,
Thoe first truck into town was loaded with ermmmition. The second was tho
VHF trucke It arrived at 0900,

Thie VEF unit hod planned to use the Frovineial Capital Building in each
town becausc it wop wsually the tallest ond afforded the best linc-cf-sight
operations for VHFs DBut the Japs had just put the torch to the one in Tarloe
and it was still amouldering whon the truck drew up to it.

Tlhie officer-in-chorgo asked a gmrilla to show hio the n;_fxt telloot
buildings Ia ii thoy found a pile of keroscne-scckod matiresscs, but the
Japs evidenily bad had no timo $o light theo.

Fron bore by ran 1ines to surrcunding ecarrend posts and bogan rolaying
" pessagos through Sannling,

Ono dey luSer; a VEF truck was able to gct through %o San liguel where
Goneral [Eon»thur plonned to advance his hecdquarterss The rornining four
VHF hrusks naving been landed from an IST sgon oftor the or'zinal landing,
o to-e wers brought foruard from Dagupan, looving one on 'ha boeach near
Dogupna, ornc at Uaopling, end one on tho rood, ecoming us for sho next toves

Feur ¢ays ulbary N8 $he line troops prossed on, or: of tac San Miguel
trucks was dispueiched to San Fornando, lecving onc truck in operction at
San Miguol 2x3 thr othrr @B & torminal for & spiral-four linc caming into
tharo fros Baonpiis,

4ftor tvo doye! opoaration in the Provineisl Building, San Fernando,
the advoneu truck procueded to lialolos, arriving right aftcr tho conbat
troops. Tho truck was ecrricd acrose the rivera on ponsocon forrics.

at liuleles, the Frovineisal Building wes clso burning, but the Signale
Delyy Pooling vetein thnt the fire would not dostroy it, and vith little
other cheico of veation, moved thelr VHF sets to the roof and opencd
commnicaticns, wotor systons hoving boen destroyed Dy thoe Taps, thore
Wwas o wey to fighrp the fire; f&nd 1€ burned for fonr deoys wniloc the Signal
Corpa continued vpointions in theo building.

after tho T ire burnod out end the worset dungers =ooried over, & gucr-
illa dashed up o the teem wish thoe nows thot four Jops had just run out |
from urdcer tho tuildings The officers had gone on che2d to reconnoiter a
new loention, so the renking non-com; a T/l, gothered the thres cthor
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2iwbores of hic toan, and, joined gucrillas im amnibilotdng the Jups, after-
ward, dyncridte cnd beoby trep maverinls were found under tho buildings

The last lap proved the roughest of all,

The nain body of the 37th Division, with whon tho VHF units had beon
kceping pace on the right flank, waes teporarily bogged dovn by tho rivers
with their destroyed bridges at Calvarics '

The Signal rcconnaissance joop, after one day in Mzlclos, bounced
across norc railroad trestles to get un cstinate of the situstion, and,
at the front, pickcd up intelligencu to the offect that the First Cavalry
Division wos getting through a road on tho laf't flank,

Back to XIV Corpe Headguarters at San Fernando the jeep went, to obtain
a priority for GIg signal wvchicles to be ferried across the Bulacan Rivers
Fron the opposite bank they were able to cut across country on a back rosd
to tho artery over whiech the First Cavelry had passeds

The First was spearheading through, not stopping to clean up the Japs
plong the woys

It took the VHF truck five hours to catch up with the conbat clements
at Bogbog, six milcs fram Munila, and there was little of thet tine when the
truck's six vheela vwerc all on the ground at once - with the road under
sporadic crany fire, sufety lay in speeds

The Sigmainen kept right on going through the Fires# Caviiry ond didn't
stop uniil thoy rcaghed Novalichos, They wanted to be in o josition to flash
the zirst nossegus fron lenila as the eity was entered,

Advas:e Cavalry potrols had already ponetratod into Saxnic Tomas
University and iMilacafian Palace but they were cut off:

The nowb any, the nain body of tho First Cavalry begen slugging its
way into ifnniln. Line officers refused to lot thc VEF nen accampany than
The officen-in-charge wont after thoe Division Signal Officer and through hin
obtaincd outhority te proceods

The delay had cost the Signalnen three hours. Tosy moved in behind 20
tanks, but too fer behind, becuuse in the intervening nile Jap snipers had
come ocuts 4% ons point eney firing beconie so hot that the Signolnen had
to racc for o thuildiny and tunblo out to take covers

They cntersd Manilia with tho Torward ochelons of tho IMisst Cavalry,
on 4 Februory 1945,

For five duys, Hanila hwined as they went about their dutice in the
northorn part of the strickon citys When the dotntovn area had cooled off
sarevhat, and before the wrockage was elesred, they roved reocelvers and
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 The VHF axis now ran mm,lﬁ? rﬁ‘.:t.au to San Miguel, then 28 niles
tuibmﬂs(fm:ﬁlnmtnrm'ﬁ'__ uaatmung), then 25 milos
to Daguran and fran Dagupan to the CP
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dnidst the normal cheos of the carly days of the landing in Lingayen Gulf, I
two 18Ts, hoaving rostlessly in tho high surf, droppcd their lending gatce |
onto Whits Boach 3 and disgorged tho most mechonized signal installation cver |
to roll onto & Pacific shorc. |

The cngincs of many ‘rnhialns, roaring for rcleasec fron the confincnent of
. tho ships! stcol sides, alnost drowned out the necarby =xplosions of Japenesc
sholla.

Out emio all tho signal faeilitics for Goneral Macirthur's roving head-
guartora, corplete in overy dotail frﬁn’ atoples for tclephone directorics

to poworful rodio =tatiun=. and overy iten of' it on wheecla., There werc 100
vohiclos in gll, known as the GHR Mobile Carwunications Unit.

Theo Mobilo Corrmmnientions Unit hod first gone inte action, ond preved ifs
worth, in the Loyto Oporation. Its mission theore ended on 15 Decenbher 19404
and in the neantime it hed been reconditioned and expanded for the biggest

Jjob of uobile corxauiications in SWPA history. 4&ll equipnent was generally

in duplicate to ailew lenp frog progression without interruption of servicoe

Here are the vchielos and pajor itens of eguipucnt that tiade up CGeneral
Heandquarters'! 40-rdle-an-hour signal facilities:

io-and-o-lal Six-by-
5 with SCR-339s

1 witk tho-positicr TC-2 switchboard
1 nos=age c.ntor louck

1 eight-position receiving and operating truck with 12 BC-779 Superpro
reccivers and eigrt I0-88 typevriters

1 with four .T-20. 500-watt transnitters

1 teletype ond erypoographic repair truck

1 telctype operations truck with 13 EE-97 teletype nnchince

1 radio repair truslz

1 nobilic ordorly TS

1 nobils kitehen for fooding 500

1 loaded with two B0-339, onc-kilowatt transmitters ready to be set up in a tent



1 with two 25-kilowatt PE-85-L diessl power plants to be mmnlly operated
outside the trucks but capable of operation inside.

1 POL (petroleun, oil and lubrication) truck with 1200-gallon tank for white
ges for FE-95s and 12 druns of oil ond grease, plus punps nounted.

2 rodio teletype trucks, each with two ANFHE-3 Press Wireless rodio teletype
diversity receivers and two ANAGC-1 bays plus rack with patche-pancl, Super=
pro and nodel 19 teletype for nonitoring.

1 general plant shop truck

4 vith tvo each AN/TRC-1 VHF systems, consisting of roceivers and transnitters,
and tuwo CF-1-4 and two CF-2-B ecarrier systons und four ringers.

8 loaded with L5 days' rations

2 loaded vith niscellanecus equipnent

Tuo Six-Ton Vans

1 carrying complete TC-10 throe-position switehboard and 350 TF-6 regular
l;ih:tfat tclephonea and associated equipnent for three-position operoting

1 carrying rodio tcletype teminal equipment for four circuits, including
table equirnont for SICTOT end telctype room and nessage conter eguipuent.

Tuio Four-Ton Prine Vovers

1 with 1200-721lon woter tenk with purp

1 with lé-ton send-trailer to transport bulldozers
nty-cight Uac-Ton Trailers

20 cach with a PE-9i-H 10-kilowatt power plant and PE-75 two-and-ono-half
kilowatt pover plant

6 pro-packed with wirc and cable, pulled by weapons carricrs
1 with 250-gallon water tank

1 with 300-gallon dicscl fucl tank and druns of greasc ond lubricants for
bulldozors,

Four-Whocled T )

1 nobile kitehen oguipped with Wiles stoam kitohen v hich boked for tho
personnecl and augnented tho kitehen truck
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1 with 220 cubic foot refrigerator
& l y

# Tuonty Jeops
5 for GHQ Signnl Scetion

' .' 5 for nesscgoe conter

| 10 for utility use
|
Tuclve Other Vchisles

1 four-ton wrecker
1 p-8 bulldozor .
1 D-7 bulldozor *

6 thrcc-gquartor-ton teapons carriors for five nan wirc construction, instaollo-
ticn ond maintcnance teoars, oach with a 20-foot laddcr, tocls, spiral-four,
five- and tene-pair rubber cable, W-110 and V-1h3 wire, and TP-6 and EE-8
telephoncs.

1 K-43 linc econstruction truck carrying insulation, wircs, scetional stecl
poles ond guying vateriol for eumtmnﬂm of ten rhorbic and 30 double
doublet antcnnne,

2 DURV ducks with SCR-399 on each, and, on the rear declk of cuch, tio ¥i-758.

“here verc four echclons of GHY caamnications---Tirst, {ic seaborne
CPsj cceond, the VAP trucks; third, ﬂﬁ jcbile Coxmnicution: Unit, and
fourtl, thc rogular GHG operations groups They advanccd in voves, one
overlapping thc othor and absorbing the earlier echolon's personncl. 48 a
result, the personncl status vas fluctuating cnd it would be difficult to
break dcin nuserical strongth, However, at the stort of operations, the
lobile Carmnications personnel was approxiumtely oo follovas

Officor-in-Chorgs - lojor

adninistrotion ond Porsonncl - Captain, six EM c¢loerks, ond throo Hedieol
Corpscon,

Mcss - Varrant oificer junior gradu, ness soergount, 12 cocks arnd 12 kitchen
helpors.

Mcssoge Centor - Captalin, throos 1ioutenant duty officers, ncssagc conter
chicf, threc trici chicfs, 2l noesago center eloerks, 30 codc cluerks and
SIGiBa cporators und two safehand ul.&rh.

Trunsportation - First licutcnant, riotor scrgeant, cight noehanies and 45
drivors ond tiosscngorss
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Redio Recoivers - First licutcnont, ohidf radio tolelype pecelvel B8Ttsainpt

and 12 technicians, ohief transmitter attendant, thres trick chiefs and nine
technicians.

Operations - First lieutenant, chief radic operstor, three trick chiefs and
36 manual radio operators; three trick chiefs and 19 radio teletype cperators
and 12 wire teletype operators.

Inside Flant - First lieutensnt, chief phome cperator, three trick chiefs and
18 operstors snd four telephone ﬁiréwurr clerks with mimeogragph.

Outelde Plant - First lieutenant, wire chief, thres trick chiefs and 36
installation and repairmen,

Gunoral Plant - (including all construction and maintepance) Tirst lisutenant,
aix goneral radio technicians spoeializing in instsllation, repair end maine
tonance, five teletypo and eryptographic installation and repsiroen, ono

dicsel and gasoline chief mochanie eand nine attendants, one chief antense

rigger and seven men, one drafteman and sign painter, four carpenters and

cabinet mekers, onc pluiber and mat.ni worker, and threc electricians for *
building and frame wiring,

liobile Commuuieations came into Iingayen Gulf on S plus one znd two,
ostablishing redio contect with the VHF Unit on shors from the Harbore The
high scos mode 1t imposeible to land the heavy vohicles on schedule os they
camg in, and they 4id not roll onto the beach until 8 plus twe and threc.
With the road to Dagupan cut off by blown bridges, wany of then reoained
thore, undor Japancse artillery fipe, for throc days and thrce nmights.

w redic-oquipped ducks, howevery meneged to waddls thn uzh egphibicusly,
thnu;_l they got atuck on mad flats of the Dogupan River snd hed te be winched
Troce They opened channcls to Loyto for tho Mcbile Unit,

At 1900 of & plus thruec, o lono Japanesc Zero maode a strafing run over
tho town of Dogupon.. Only one gun in the town was ablc tc open up on it,
and that vus tho 50 calibre machinc gun on ons of tho Signel ducks. It
squirtel o blast into thc tail of the Zero and brought it doun. That was the
sccond Jopéncsc picno with ghich the duek-gunner, & Pfe., was ercditad, tho
first haviog boon o two-onginoed Japancso bomber he dovnod fran the duck in
the llobile Coxmnications oporations at Taeloben, Loytc.

It wes finally deotcrrined that the main body of thc mobile unit would
have to procood to Dagupan by LCMs, but aftor 20 por ccat of tic unit had
boon haulcd up the river, a guicker systai was woricd ocub, of having the
unit wohicles drivc to tho river's odge wherc the ICHs forricl thon across.

Tho carmnications vehiclos rolled into the public marist at Dogupen,
thea fonned out into disporsed signel installations. GHQ's Jocikey telephone
cxohange and tho Signel Office weore auta.hluhﬁd in the Post Office. Trans-
mitters werc scattored around the ekoleton of & ruincd church, twc-and-a-half
nilcs ocut, on the road to Lingeyen, Sixty-foot btomboo poles worc cut



for the initial V antennas for the rodio teletype cireuits to Leytec. These
vere lator replaced with poles cut fram coconut trocs. Rhoubies wers
constructed for the Honclulu and Ban Frencisco circuits.

Tho rocciver atation was established in an arca back of & canctery vhere
therc vere rovs of cocomut treca 150 feet apart, butween which double
doublet antennos could be strung with a diversity double doublct for the
Leyte radic tcletype eircuit, Operations verc conducted frai inside the
trucksa,

A storc aeross the strecet from the publie market was taken cver for the
Signal Ccnteor, with wire and redic teletype, ucasage centir and code rooos
on thoe ground floor, and the Australian Sixth Virclcess Unit intcrecpt,
Philippino intorccpt, and Allied 4ir and Alldicd Novel operations, on the
sceond or top floora

Whon Gonerol MocArthur rioved his headouartcrs intc Dagupan, full
coirunicntions facilitics were waiting,

Trenty native corpontors werce hired to repair buildings und tidy up
installations, and by 5 plus cight, five days after the first lMobile uhits haod
cntered the tovn, the last troces of improvisation had been crascd o tho
finished Signal sut-upe

Signal officers looked grotefully et the sunny, Jonuary skics of Luzon,
roealling the typhoons and incossant rains of their first nobile rission on
Lcytce The weather was @ tuo-fold blessing, not only favoring rodio rcocption
but specding nll construction work,

Ooc and onc-half hours after Sun Migne)l vas capturcd, o | <p contoining
the dssistant Chicef Signal Officer and the Officer-in-Chargc of the Hobile
Unit spcd into toun on roconndissanca. Tho noxt doy a convoy of 20 Lobile
Cuxmnications vohicles and 75 non muibled past advance Infantry installations
south of Dagupan and into San Kiguel.

The convoy included both ducks, a third SCR-399 on a truclk, ncbile
switchboards and lkitchen, tho shop truck, threc vire scetion wempons carricrs,
the gencrcl plont F-43 truck, and jeups, Entirc stringth of thc gcreral
plant scction vant along to undcrteke the now construeticn.

The site chosen for the signal installationsms o group of buildings
surrounding = sugar refinery. 1t woas about threc-quartcrs of o rdle fron the
loeotion thos had lLedn selected for other GHG officos, but it afforded ample
rocn for ell the instaliations of the Office of the Chicf Sign~l Officer,
which mprescnted the biggest scction in advance GHY. Besides, it ocdjoined the
Cub Strip, vhich fneilitsted the Chief Signol Officer's operaticn of throc
arnll obscrvotion planes obtaoined fron XIV Corps for couricr ond taxi nissionse

One-tay pontoon bridges, rivor fords, congosted rouds and cncy ground
harrusstcnt neant nothing to these lifttlc planes. They supplaicnted tho
repgualyr sefchand courder service with both scheduled and spoelal runsg that
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vade ressenger traffie in stances faster than any other spency. They
also greatly expedited the mvmaﬁiﬁ-bf staff officers, for each plane wes
eble to carry one pagsenger in addition toc the average safehand enrgo. Doy
ond night, overland couriers made the run badk to rear instsllaticns, ond,
as the advance progressed, forward, in weapens carriers cscorted by Jjecps
with arned officer guards, over shell-pocked roads where the vehicles' omn
hocdlces spood was their'best pretection fron snipers and eneny potrols.

But where it took the ground couricrs smietines oore than five hours to
rogoticte a 75-nile trip, the courier planes skirmed their straight-line
route in 70 nimtas,

The camplete Son Iiguel instellation was accomplished in a weck, and
service ws waiting to be cut over when the headguarters noved in.

Receiver trucks operated in a field adjacent to the Signtl Centors Trons-
nitters vorce set up & mile sway, along a railroad track thet ran past the
sngar rcfinory,

dnong the deotails of advance planning for the cperation wms on order for
railvay vhecls thot eculd be fitted onto jeeps. The order vas based on G-2
reports and the Chicf Signal Officer's knowledge of the country cequired in
the first battlc of the Philippines. Flown to the Philippince fraa Sydnoy,
Austrolin, the whecls proved valuable in maintaining vehieular contoet botweon
the Signal Center and the trapsnitter site at San Migucl.

The little " jecponotive® that scooted along the roils was christencd The
City of Honilas, ond a large sign with the nane woe hung on thoe sidos

Iatcr, other jeepe equipped with milvay wheels thut haod been previouasly
ordorod in the United Statos, weore usod to adventogu for wire cwintenance wark
along roilroads throughout the island.

On 28 Jamuary, then the rogular GHQ Sipgnal Opermtions Group took ovar,
after six days of 1wbile operation, XIV Corps waa svecping on down to Monila,
The Japs hoed not nindo a stand in depth amywhere down the Valley and it looked
as though the wocrican forces night overrun Manilo os expeditiously as thoy
had rolled back the onagy along tho approaoch.

Whcther this proved so was no direct concern of thc Signal Scetione What
4id econcern it wus the possibility of it, for Magcixrtiwmr hod not only kopt his
hm.dquu.rtcra up with the advonce, he hod pushed it shead of the nain bedy, and
his desirce to ro-cstoblish in Manila with the loast deloy wos no seorot ovan
to the Japs, Casunicotions had to be prepared for the oventuality of another
lightning shift of 4dvance General Headguarterse

Bo once again toil gotos bonged shut on 20 livbilc Corzwmnicztions vehiclos
and the advoncc gusrd of five officors ond 50 cnlisted recn started south
through tho congosted lincs of war romchines weiting to move to thao fronts

Their destination was an objcetive mot yot ours, the City of lonilas
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The 37th Division was driving on the gates of the city as they got under waye

The Mobile Corrunications advance made two leapse The first tock then to
Malolos, wherc they spent the night. The sccond took tha to the figurative
gates of the city, where they found tho 37th still pounding.

With thoe tanks, the big guns and all the rechanizoed forcfront of an
advaneing oy, temporarily bogged down, thoy bivouncked beside the highway
in beck of the stubborn Talrohon River and ite danolished bridgc.

The next norning, 3 February, a port of the Signol convoy pullcd out

and followed its own advance guard, the VHF unit, over to the 1t flank

to join the spoarhcoding lst Cavalrys 4t 1900, 50 animnted heeps of svoate
stroaked dust piled out at Novaliches aftcr & corconing ride over unprotccted
back roadss Not oven the most advonced squadron hod reached thoerce Hobile
hod tolcescoped onto ite oun point, the VBF group. The CP followed the
Signalnen into Novalichos.

That night, thoy witnesscd the inpressive sight of 500 flag-waving nen
and wericn guerillas marching single filc across the ficlds to join the
dncricans.

There wore cnough cnondcs arocund for constant horrassmont, and nachine
gun and riflc firc rattled about than through thc night,

The ncxt norning, with the VHF vehicles in the lead, thc GHY convoy
fcll in behind 20 tonks and soo trucks that werc going into Manila. Throe
1iles cut, a2 Japancsc road block openod up on the loading vohicles of the
Cavalry colum with an anti-tank gun, Several were hit. TFor threc hours
the colum vwas pinncd dovm until the rond block was outflonked and
destroycd. Soncbody in the Signel dotachnent calculated that but for an
amnoying 15-ninute delay whon brookfast had boon scrved thot norning, their
vehiecles would have boen approxinatcely at the point wherc the Jop gunfire

s truck,

4 nile furthor on, when the Mobile unit reachad the ficld of sniper fire
thet the VEF vehieclcs had sguimed through, Military Police held then up
again until the snipors vwere flushod oute.

4% 1300, with cocked woapons in overy :an's honds, the cozmumnications
soldicrs stoppod out of their vchieles onto Groece Park in the City of Ianila,
The Cavalry was flushing out o fou enony dofendors on the planc strip there
and the Signalren vitnessed aonother incident of a groving scrics of attroci-
tics that voro to mount to an inhurnn superlative as thoe fight for Monila
progrosscds In plain sight, a dozen or 80 Filipino mwen, wonen and children
woro nowed dotn by on cntrenched pockot of Jopanese riflorcon.

lMobilc officers gencrally cxpooted to sot up tholr installcotion in
Santo Tuos University, tho Japencse intermiont canp thot hod been success-
fully breached the duy before by daring lst Cavalry prongs which vere
praiptly cut off,



But the avenue info the eity fiam Grace Park was reported under Japansss
mortar ire, so the unit was once again halted.

However, none of the officers or men were too mich surprised when, a
little later, & jeep mith two stars on the dusty red plate on its buper
aporosched thew from that same avenue out of the supposed sector of mortar
shalling,

They recognized the old fatigue hat that the Chief Signal O0fficer had
worh on Zatasn when the Japs were doing the pushing, and that he had saved
for his return to Luzon. Daily, as the advance rolled on, he had driven to
“the front to keep contect with advanced elements of Signal operaticns, and
to give them tho benefit of lmowledge of the country acquired before General
MacArthur had ordered him to aceompany other key membors of the staff cut
of Corrogidor through the Jap lines to Australia., So far as czn be loarned,
he was the firat gonaral officer of lacArthur's staff to enter the city this
times Ho had come in with the first vehieles of the 37th Division crossing
the bastily erccted bridge over the Talrahan snd imnedistely drove ercsstown
to join his lobile unit that had come in from the Mist., He had encountered
no mortar fire on the way,

With an exhausted licutenant of his staff at tho wheel of his jeep, he
led the commnications convoy back in a westerly dircction to tho Ang Tibay
shoe factory, which hc had uscd as & B5ignal werchousc in tho days bofore
Manila fell Yo the Japse Thoy reached it without mishep at 1800

When the GHY Signalmen moved into Manila, thero strotched before thoam a
beautiful eity with stetcly homos, impressive office buildings, finc shops
and splendid drives amd parks. Leate in the afternoon thoy sow o thin wisp
of smolce rising persistently among the puffs of oxpleding land mincs dotin-
tovms The Japs werce applying the torch to Manila, dotcrmined that thoe Far
Eastorn lotropolis should be drazzed to destruction with thomsclvos.

By night, a fire without parallel in the history of the torturcd Oriont
was consuming the hoart of the city. The Signalmon climbed to the reoof of tho
factory undcr a sky-filling canopy of smokc, watehed the cxplosions, folt the
hott agoinst their faces, and locked at cach other disboligvingly in- the
bright glarc of the conflagretion, while beolow theam thousands of rofugecs
Btroonct DEStT.

as the fires consumed the dountoyn district, tho Army begon cvocusting
tho 1300 amcriccn Arny prisoners and civilian intcrnces liberated a few
hours bofore at Bilibid Prison. They turned the flov of wrotched but
doliriously hsppy humanity into the factory for sheltcr.

The Signalmon gave over all their personal pguipment for the cvacuccs
to use, carriod in about 200 strufchor eases, and bedded down the cntire
contingent in the building.

But the liberatod immates ¢f Bilivid were too heppy for sloep, so at
0300 hours, the mobilde und }Eggaa & Phe§ public address system, and
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broadcast popular scng rocords for then for three hours., Most of the songs
the people had never hoard bofore and for neny of then it was tho first
popular imsic they had enjoyed in ycarss

The Signal Corps officers and men gave their guests all of thelr cigarcts -
thoy had none thosclves for nearly two weeks afterword - and, whon water bow
oune scarce, tholr vohiclos pade sevarel Tuns over strccts thet were under
Jop portor firo, to bring them five-gallon water cons filled with beer fron
a North Monilo broverys

While the convoy hod been moving into the shoo factory, rceonnod toring
Signal officers were surveying the Manila Golf Club oe on arca that ndght
anccarixdato all their imstallations. They had wolked cround the clud
prudscs, looked cut on the neglected greens and returncd favorcbly liprossods
Next day, key nabers of the Mobile staff went to the club in threo joops,
drove unconecrncdly through the gotes and vere astonishod to find bullcts
winging past their headse Dispersing, they surrounded the building froa which
the shots crennted and flushed out Japanesc snipers vwho hod taken over in
their obacnec. Two were killed and one oscoped.

At 1200, Mobile noved into the Golf Club end stoked out sitce for its
installations,

The earc morning that the Mobile officora worc ducking sniper bullcts
on the golf course, the two-stoar jeep of the Chicf Signul Officer stopped
beside o gaping MF in the cntranco to Santo Tomas University.

sily God, sirl" starmerod the MPe "oroan't you fircd on eoming up thoat
sirect®™

Flio."

"Thon you'rc the first vchiele to get through thut way this morning.
The Jups have boen sweoping it with o nechine gunl"

Santo Taws was beecrdng a dovmtown contor of nilitary activity.
Tactical ccrunications vore going in, &Signal Photographic was cstablishing
Luzon headquarters thore. Roturning to Mobile, the Chicf Signnl Officer
ordered an SCR-300 installed on the roof of the Jdninistrotion Building to
maintain contact at 30-rinute intervodls with the Golf Clube.

Jopancse shelling of the University had bogun then the rodio wos sot
up on the roofs Tho cperator was under fire rost of the tirw he wos at his
post. 4t 1200 the next day, while hc was aowoy froo his set betucon contaets,
o Japanosc shell blow It to bits.

The only casualtics the Mobile Unit suffored were ot Santo Tuns where

tvo soldicrs of the unit hod made their vay contrary to ordcrs. They %Were
wounded by shullfirce 7 Februory and hed to be evacuatode
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The early days at the Monila Colf Club were not without sxcitenent,
however, 4t various tines, the Signalnen, XIV Corps guards and micrilles
¥i1lsd 14 Jopa on the links, which, a teletype cperator drily rowerkcd, was
"slightly below par for the course®.

For Lony days aftor the ontry into Manilas, the night ccurier run betiieen
tho eity cnd Ban Miguel was mude under strict blackout conditions, straight
into the loudcning ercsecndo of artillcery boobardncent and counter-bembardnent,
though for tho first fow nights of the sarvicc to the city the road for nilcs
vas as bright as Broadvway fren the fires of burning lionilo. b e

It was an coric eoxporicnce for the men of the couricr sorvicc, crouching
low in thoir scats, their woopons on safoty, their helncts sircining at chin
straps as the vohielos plunged ovor the torn roods. Var-likc shadows of
torn troca, crwiplcd ploncs and blasted hones pointed toward tho: os they
spcd south into tho brilliant light of the flaming city, with the whino of
an cecasionnl sniper's bullet playing soprano to the engines' tonor and the
runbling bass of battlos

Aftor cstablishing itself, Mobilo undertock its sccondary wiission,
reconnalissancc for permancht Signel instollations, undor persenal dircetion
of the CSigD.

Planning of the Signoal instellations for Manila, tho biggest base over
contaapleted in the Southwost Paeifie, had begun nonths boeforce Corrmnicationa
on an unpreccdontcd sealc were going to be required, with overy major hond-
quarters---CHy, Unitcd States srmy forees in the For Eost, Unitcd Stotes arny
Sorviccs of Supply, Far East 4Air Forces, Seventh Floot---ond ricny sub-
ordinatc haadguorters, schedulcd to locatc in tho arcas

Intolligcnee activities on tho ecxmnications situation in Monile by the
GHy, Signnl Staff itsclf begen back at Mololos where the officcr-in-chorge of
the sdvanco VIF unit wes instructod to dnterrogote guorillas and osenping
civilions fron Monila on tho condition of facilities in tho city and the fate
and loention of o list of civilion tochnieisns, The list vos corpiled by
the Chiof Sigal 0fficer fran nmanes of perscns who hed proved vuluadlo to
the 5ignal Corps before the Jopanesc occupation, Thus he wos able to cstablish
propt contact with many of these people ae socn as Monila waos entereds

As with all plans in warfoarae, those for tho lMionila Signal setup hed to
be revised, but drastically this tiie beeaouse they were drown, periorcd,
on o eity the vholo foee of which had been oltered by Jopancse ropoe

. Heeconnaissance on 10 February took Signol officers to the Sante Mesa
Estote before the Infantry hod retchod ite They found the Japancsc had fled,
though not without having stripped their redioc station there. Vith the
exception of the Jap transnitter station ot the Monila Golf Club, cguipment
had been ranoved fron overy cneny roadic station, and at the Golf Club locters
had stolcon vitol parts of the 50-kilovatt transuitters Vhat rooeined was
disrantled for spare parts and a one=kilowantt Jopanese transcdttor wes
captured intact, still in its packing ctecs. It tested satisfoctorily on
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the air but wes locked upon cs outdated by the dnericans. 411 antenna poless
and towers had been left intect and served as temporary antennas for use

Japanese construction favored hollow, laminated wood poles reinforced by
iron bapds for heights arcund 125 feet, and nerrow solid wood sections lashed
together and guyed in staggered effect for heights of 50 to 75 feets The old
" RCa station near (uezon City was & roofless sharble of cherred panels, battered
parts and broken tubes; believed to have resulted from a bonb hit, but the
200-foot steel towers still stood.

Wires were down all over the city, but danage to poles was nostly from
fire and casbat, and telephone plants and exchanges had been larsely untouched.
Everything suffered fron three years' neglect, particularly the Manila cable
systen. The fire left nothing but the walls and conerete floors of ths
downtown telephone building, whieh the Chief Signal Officer and staff nembers
inspected frax top Yo bottom with American artillery shells rustling past
the windows to blast Japs on the other side of the Pasig River.

Vhet little Japanese Signal equiprient that remained was, for the most
part, inferior to dnmerican products, The fact was, though, that the eneny
had brought very little into the Philippinecs. A4As with every other type
of equipnent, not excluding ordnance, the Imperial Forces'! supply had been
ineredibly parasi'tical.

Iost of their equipnent was dAnerican meteriel ceptured in the early days
ef the var, lNatives reported the Japs had expressed a frank preference
for Anerican products.

Their field wire, haphazardly looped over bushes and connected to
improvised pieces of seized cormercisl equipnent, wae tho butt of civilian
jolﬂ:s.

The Santa ilesg Estate was chosen for a permencnt receiver station,
mamal and teletype.

The Signal Center was moved into & three-story dovntown building on
12 February, with the courier center on the ground floor, code room on the
second floar and VAF carrier terminals, wire and radio teletypes and a TC-2
switechboard (known &s Jockey Advance), on the third floors

The condition of the stricken eity, without munieipal water, light,
povier or transportation, its streets battered and choked with rubble and
tunbled buildings, precluded movenent of General MecArthur's headquarters
until 5 March. Heé the novenent occurred at the earlicst possiblo date after
the entrance into HManila, eotrmuniecztions would have Yoen readye. 48 1t was,
the early Signal instellation served its purpose as an "Advance ddvance CHG'e
It vas the only GH) installation in the city, and staff officers, dividing
their tine between San Miguel and the scene of operations, utilized it as a
headguartors and niade good use of its carmnications faciliticse
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: The unprocedented and unexpocted rapidity of the movesent froo Lingayen

to Tonils wes the core of the Sigpal Problen. It vwas a race to keep up with
tic advance.

Two lours after the 37th Division CP had opencd at Paniqui, the Signal
Coopuny woa ordorod to install new CP communicetions at Tarlae, The nmen
workcd all night gotting the lines into Tarlac, and as the Comrending Cencral
ateppad from his jeep thers the next morning, he announced they wers moving
to Coneepeion that aftornocs. Switchboards wers left in opcrotion at all
three places,

At Concopeion, the eoopany got & chance to eateh its breath for o day
end 2 helfs It was the firat Tine since the laniing that thoe personnel hal
& night's slcop of nore than three hours. But the roco wesn't over.

\iirc tcons left Ualclos at 0400 one porning to string wire to the next
CP at Moriloo, 13 milcs awey, The Harilao installation wes in by 2000. Two
and & half hours later, they reecivad a phone eall ordaring tha: to go on %o
the brovery on the outskirts of Menila, Ey thon therc woro anly throo wire
tooms, two telephone pen, two pessoge coaber clerks and cnc ressongor left
to open the now CP.

To get through o the brovery, the Signalion had to cross o river in their
onc-and-e-half-ton truck over the tics of a railronl trostlos, Thes o sorgeant
stripgpod off his clothes end swan the 400-foot river tc pull six eircuits
oerosSss

The Division Signal Officer went on shosd to tho browery, vhile tho wire
toome woro stringing. 4ftor lie reachod therc, cno of tho wirc ron cang up to
nclo 2 breathless roguest for oore nichs He vas raluctont $o toll hew they vere
to be wsed, though. Tho DSO finelly leernod fro: hin thot he wonted the rein-
forcercats to fight a body of 70 to 90 Japs that Lad core in bLehind then.

The Signal Officor $01d him $he wire men had a big cnough job gotting the '
wire in without stopping to fight Japs, and scnt hin boek to his temms Then |
the DS0 gothured up cll tho soldiors ho could find---the two switchboard opcr-
ators, tho two Losedsu contor clorks, the rossonger, and five othors------and
sent tho: out with a eaptain to rout tho Japs bofore they cculd disrupt the
newly 1aid pocoomnisations,

a fou bhoura labor, the ﬂeﬁiﬂ returned, reporting they had routed the
Japs in o hot fire fight without any losses, but that thoy hed beon unzblie
to kill rore than six of the chag.

Deapite the swift advance, the 37th Sigpnl Comany kept tuo wire circuits |
into rll reginonts all the wey down the wlley.

VHF tclophone and tolegraph wes a salvation for Sixth .Ty. «ry tecti-
21 wires wore unocble to keop up to Corps, but VEF circuits worc guickly
cetoblished, ZEvery unit that had VEP vas loud in its praisc, and those that
did noty considerod thoselves hnnﬂimﬁmd. Its groot advontage was the speod




=1

L

ané sinplicity of its im‘h&llaﬁﬂh, ﬂ!ﬂ its ‘operation vas cliost flailcss,
One lesscn guickly lcarnad by units uwmm in its use was that tho train-

ing nemuals' recauiendetions for high antenneés had to be followed for hast
rosults.

The 37th Division Signal Offiecer cglled tho GHR VHF circuilts "a Godsend®.
Llvays up with the advancs, they were ‘Iﬂiiltﬂtd for dircet coumnication to
Sixth Jony supply baseés in the rear.

Bnnr cchelon installations were left disproportionately far behind. lhen
the 37th Division CP cpencd &t m:ﬁm, its service units werc still at Paniqui,
61 niiles becke The 37th Signal Coupany hed used the last of its threc TC-4
switehboards at larileo and bad to replaca it with tvo BD=7Zs.

Longth of the lines foreed the DSO to cbtain authorizotion to uso commor-
cinl fecilitics. But, although tb@; 1?#1‘# utilized in sono placcs, the Signal
Corpeny was not equipped for opén wire work and tuch of tho cuamwereiel wire
was so wrocked by the Japanese th&t the Copany cculd lay ficld wire faster
than it could rchabilitates the open wires

Ona 37th I}iviniun line thet ran frony the 129th Infantry Rogiaont ot
Victoria to Division CP at San Isidro, 37 wpiles oway, wos ficld wirc fron
Victorio to La Faz, open wirc fron there to Tarlac, ficld wire agein for throo
riles aocuth, opon wire to Sante Deningo, then ficld wire fron there to San
Iaidro,

Transportetion s & dondnent t,hmnt Corps and Division difficultics
===vohiclss for the novemont of ~and wire lincs, of porsonncl and
supplics, and ncons of getting the ‘rnhiulm through the congested roods and
across the rony rivers tith thoir blas$ed bridgcs. The problan: vas carpli-
cctod by the riles of soggy ricc poddics on eidher sile of thc rosds.

Thc M=-29=C, an ooaphibious half<ton csrge carricr with full treck, knowm
as o weascel, proved o valuable vohicic for virc ond rodio operstions. Two
toro @éssigned to IV Corps Hoodquarters' B8th Signel Sattalion, end tuo to
the 37tk Divisicns SCR-193s rodc very easily en tha: ond they could rake
botter tire thonm the ortrocks and get through fields and riec poddics whore
antracks would bog dotme

ancthor wehicle thet wos usod with :mecl suceess wes the scooter, a
single-scatud, tuc-uhcel, totor vehicle dosigned for airbornc usce Thrdo
of thoso worc amloyed for the first tie in XIV Corps, ons by Corps Hoad-
quartcrs and two by the 37th Division for nesscngors. Thoy could gob fhrough
wicn gll othicr vehielos vioro stopped. Ono tpaffic jor: built up for cight
Hiles back, over & perdod of nearly 10 hours whon iiproviscd bridges kept
brooking down, und the scooter tessenpers got through. They rodc tho vchielos
across railroad trostlcs, and, in soft terrain, thoy could gun the tiotors
whilo guiding thai froa afoot. Jlens woru sterted for o rig Yo lang one on
tho back of & joup so that o messonger ecculd abandon the jeop When noccssary
and sontinuc by scootors
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XIV Corps Signal Officer nlm}mwoﬁ an Lal, Cub airplane, fron Corps
Artillery tc £ill an urgont nced for a fast courior scrvicc. The Cub,y &blo
to land oo ¢lsar roads or unﬁumod fields, was cven voluable for caipara-
tivcly short disiences, with traffic sc congested. Rogular service was eatzb-
lishod tﬂ tbo LOth Divisicn, but with the oignal Office having nc authorized
cloiss on the plane, service was frequently interrupted by othor borrowers.
artillery supplicd the pilot and raintenance for the Cub,

Corps and its units brought alﬂﬁq doubleo ellowances of wire in the
expcctation of heavy artillery fire that night require extensive replocaientss
although thore was intensive artillery action after the cntry into lunila, the
formard .ovecnt itself was too Test tc necessitate :moh artillory supporte
But that vory speed of the oveent nore than justificd the double ellusance
of wire.

Rough ostiactes of the nmpanﬂ;ihﬂ'& of 'Ewllﬂ wire indicato thu 37th
Division laid 4,000 miles, the 4Oth 3,000, 1st Cavolry ond 11lth airborne ceeh
500, 6th Division 1,800, Corps artillery 1,500, Corps Signel Dottalion ard
othep units, 3,500, The Cavalry and sirbor < Divisions' cxponditures were low
bosauge thoy wore natural radio useps. Altnough the 4th did not nove es fest
aa@ tho othor elericnts, it uscd comsidereble wirc bocause its Coxmnd Post ad-
vanced and strung its lincs in long looping uovonments. This wes nccossitated
by its flanke-guarding npﬁrabim. wherein it roved southward while fighting
facing tho cast. The Imrth. wes slos-poving but fought over a wide arca
whiecll ecnswicd much wircs éﬂl HJ.;BE» used 900 milos of W-130,

approxiiately 5,000 1iles of ¥W=ll0 was recover.d ond reused vithin the
LIV Corps. Signel Officors wﬁowly blaned tho swiftncss of the movament
and poor insulation of the wirc for not reclaiming ¢ grontor porcontago.

EE-39 ropeatirs wero uscd for the first tiis within XIV Corsns with highly
satisfactory results. Onc fi6l2 =ire 1ino B6 Siles long worked offieciontly
with tho,

Trassportation of so tmuch wire proved difficult. Only 45 :dlos of W-110
can be locded on & tuo-and-g-half ton truck and no onc-ton troileors were
availgblos =ngincers froguuntly rode Signolien unload their trucks bofore
ercesing tocomporary bridgos,

Ency intoerforence with wirc corgmpmications was sciictines clovery sang-
ti~cg bunsling. 4 fow booby fraps worc found on taipercd vircs, but thay
were erudc, such os a hand grencde in piain sight, bound to cithor side of a
sut ptir sc that it would dotonate then the wire was pullcd. The repeir tean
sicply stocd at o sufc distonce, jorked the wire and exploded the grencde
herrdossly. Scne of tho opons atipibuted to the cneny were hard to dotoet,
hovgver, beoouso thoy worc tithor tnpuﬂ. togethor aftoar scvering or made ob
tho Enot at tho beso of o rmm troc tin Yhero tho wirc wes coarricd ovor=
bead, cousing tho line to toat ﬂﬂ.ulu.* Pro ! githor sido of tlc rocde Ono nipght
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soxe Filipinos ware caught nuﬂi.n;m !thy wore believed to be lekapili,
2 inority group of natives detosted by the island population, who fought
for the Japanesc. In Botangés Provinece, grass fires burncd wire lines, heavy
vinés wore insulation off at the ties, and isclatod banla of Japs recowoved
scetiona.

«ftor the dotdening effects of the jungle on radio, tactical unite found
radio recertion exeellent in tho open country of Luzon. Sixth .my went
ashore with four DUKV ducks cquipped with HO-17s, plywood ond cenvas radio
sholtors koown as "dog houses", two of thed containing six rocoiving positions.
ench and two of ther with eix transpittors emeh. Tho roceivers werc BC=779
Superpros and the transmittcrs TW-12s, reuotely controlled through five-pair
rubbor ecablcs from the recciver ducks,

pans Corps brought extra SCR-3998, Two of thon werc mountcd oa duckse
Tvo 4998, twounted on half-tracks, alsc proved veluzbloe

The SCR=300 won high praise for its perforanco on Luzon. Sixth .arcy
Gignal Officc rcportod that when it had sufficicnt clovation it proved mmeh
suporior to the 610s Reconnsissénce tears made mmch usc of it for carmnie
esations back to ships and heachhu;nﬁ.

although thc 6th Division Signal Officar cosplicd heortily with his
staff's preforence for telephone &8 & nearly oxclusive twans of corzmunientiony
the rest of the XIV Corps favored teletype circuits. This requircd cducation,
beeauso of tho staffa’ tolophone ‘tondcncies, but it vas cceaplished by invit-
ing staff ofi‘i:mrs to talk bock and forth inforsclly on the teletypos, then
providing thon with the typed records. The 6th Simsl Campony, authorized
only four wirc ccnstruction teens, reorganized sc o5 to allow cight = throo
at C.czand Post, onc at rotr ccholon, ane for arfillcry and onc far vach of
the throoc rogiwnts, &8 svoa as a lover cehclon CF wos asct uy, its Signal
Copany toa: bogan stringing wire buek to Division, Tho 57th reorpanized
into soven tomsy a five man tean for cach rogitient and four soucn-ron tooars
for Division. It wos ebla to aceouplish ell maintononec with a tean of two
trained moa and o drivers

Lrmy fitted out an HO=17 wdog bousc® as o mossaga center, but althoush
it scrved it purposc, it proved crarped in actunl usce

4 pipoon secticn of 500 birds, brought along by «xoy, Wos never uscd
beceause the advence was too fast and other apcneics too rolicilc,.

Gurclling and dangerous a8 the operaticn proved for ncarly all Signal
trocos, the wire comstruction units worc subjected to the (roatost ordenls.

During the advanes, many of thea aversged only two to four hours slcoep
out of cach 2, and souutilies that was ohtuined only whon they throw thew |
selves dovn in a ricc paddy &b night ith a couple of guorilles standing !
guarde

loan, hord construction mon of tho Eﬂt.haigml Battnlion lost on overage
of 10 pounds eaech the first ton days of the operations & 6tL Signal Copany |
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tea was ordered ocut of =zetion and to bed when the Division Signel Officer
discovered ths hnﬂlmtanﬁvmgntmwundnpurmn.

Wiirc temis weres Treguently out abeed of tho Infantry, under firc apd
fighating. To prevent interruption with their work, the 37th Signal Officer
obtained ocutside security fron MPs and reconnaissance outfits to do the fight-
ivg for vorking Signal teams. ]

For cn understanding of the coubat gest of the Signal troops, & resliza.-
tion is necessary of the lust for vengeance that afflicted thc wicrican forces
aenccuptering the 'inhunan atrocities and wenton destruction in tiic obb of the
Greatcr East .sia Coproaperity Spherve Through the dreary months in tho South
Pacific wildcrnussos, the phrose, fiait til wo pgot to lanila®, Lad becons
eloost & watchwords Manila vas antieipatea as o kind of Vahalle sceond only
to hoic. Vhen the Julerioans reaghed &%, the eity's ipoeing btuildings,
boautiful boulovards and fincct hedies were ghoking ruins. The Jaops not only
wantenly pillazed Linnila and tovns leading to it, but on cvery hond the UlS,
troops san evidonce of thoir sadistio brutality---rasscd bodies of slaughtered
civilions, beyoneted warion amd children, torturod, storved corpses. He
acrican wanted to sec & single Jap cscapes

4 37tk Signal Capeny private who went JNCL to tho perimctor, complainod,
on boing brought back, becauso Signalion were restrictod froo leeving their
jobs to fisht Japs., 4t his own roquest, hic was tronsforred to the Infantry.
- fowt days later ho wes killod in combots

Duty clone accountod for rmny instances of Signcl Corpe herceisme Thore
was the tirc on adveneo Signal teoen: roved into Bambang in anticipation of
cstablisim:ont of Corps Hoadguarters thore, schoduled for tho ncxt days The
Infantry was off to cither side, cngoping tho eacy, and tho scen's froat
wos cxposed and wnprotcctod. Thoy cbtained 2 -50 cclibre mochine pun fron
a Signel Cerps truck, dug in and bogon installation of o TC-4. That night
the TC-4 Yios ir, rcady for the.arr.vel of Corps, but corly thu ncxt morning
tlo Japs hod the place under ertillery firce

Shells sercochod across thcir position. Onc struck four feot from tho
Licutcnant-In-Cherpge and clanked homilessly on the pavesont, o dude But the
Signaluen raeined at their posts until officers arrivad ond docided the
plaec wor too hot for cstablisimient of o headguartcrs.

Threo casuclties in the 88th Signal Battalion occurrcd when the 83th
ostablished o Corps Signcl Coenter in the Jockey Club in lianiles On 11
Tebruory 1945, the Japs began shelling tho placc. ot 0715, 2 shell, bolicved
to bo o Jap 77, londed on the racc track. at O745 anothor hit 50 yards froo
tho ewitehboard, wounding Pfe. hillian V. Wilscn on duty thorce 4t 1100
another struck in the ﬂilést- of the perscnnel of a Military Polico Battelion
uﬂiﬂﬂ onc end of the m #hﬂi hﬂ‘lﬂﬁ, Eﬂﬂ- killed scverals

e Signal Center Officor docided the place wes beeouing untenoblo and

riossaged hoadquarters. Ho was told o pateh tho cords through for continued
corpunications of primeigal pm:;mﬂm, and ovacuotes «fter the persomel
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'ithﬁrall, the shelling Jnocked cut a terminal, interrupting several irportant
trunk m@uitﬂ-

Four or five of the men returned to make ropsirs, The Jap boubardment
had inoresced. Fragments from one shell struck Sgt. Thomas J,. Musvikiewles,
Jr.. atteched to the signal center. He lny in &n exrosed position, and T/l
Ricltaxd &¢ Girard ran to his aid. Just tnen ansiher shell strucsk the roof
of the clud house, its shrapnel wounding Girverd in the lef't leg and left
shoulder and sgain wounding Sgt, Husvidewicz, who died that night in the
hospital, VHF on the roof of the building wes knocked out by the bombard-
ment and the truck containing the carrier beys was pierced by shrapnal.

The Corps Dignal Crficer, investigating tho shelling and finding the
swiichboard unattended, perscaslly took over its ope-ation.

A sergeant of the B8th wio underwent the bombardment, ter ravariked,
"I wanted to get the hell out of there, but how could I? I eculdn't leave
the Colonel there operefing +he board with all that stuff flying around.”

The 57th Division Signel Officer, and a small party of Signalmen, pene-
trated 10 miles into the Jap lines %o set up redio commnications for a
guerilla unit., after = banguet given them by the guerillas, who hed not seen
any inveding Americans before, they drove back to American lines. Unknown to
them, their jeep was pursued by a Japaness scout car. 4t the perimeter they
let out an Infantryman they had talcen along for additional fire power, and
went on. The Infantryman wes standing in the roed when the Jap cer epproache
ed. He challenged it and was shot lead., So were the Japs in the car---there
were other Americans close by.

Shortly after the entry into lianila; a 37¢k Division suitchboard in
Melscanan Falscs came under {ire. A truck and the DSO's jeep were destroyod.

agein, when the Infentry made its rubber boat asesult scross the Fasig
River in ilanila, 37th 8ignal Company men came under fire as they began run-

nning wire corous the destroyed Jones Bridge 20 minutes after the launching
of thc attack,

Sizth army line construction details and 40th Signel Coapany reported
they had killed some Japs, troubla crews especially having froguant contacts
stith the cnemy.

The 6th Sigual Coapany had perhaps more than its share of combat exper-
icnoes, but the ineidents thot befell it were typicel of other Signal outfits,

On two noteble mm&aiam, wire teams from the 6ith found thomselves ocut
ahead of the Infantry. On 19 January, tvelve linumon, hoaded by & Staff
Sergeont, sot out from the command post at Catablan to lay vire to a proposed :
Division CP at Villasis. Caoming to a dcstroyed bridge, they recomnoitored
to a ford, got thoir truck across, thondrove back along tho opposite bank
to string their wires over ths wrecked bridge.
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Wien they reached the bridge, they saw their Infentry regiment back on
the side they had left, exchanging fire with the Japs, The eneuy was deployed
along both benks of the river. By climbing the twisted girders of the bridge,
the linemen commanded a view of the enemy and employed themselves in yelling
directions to the Infantry. Their own fire killed one of the enewy,

idter that, two gnerillss were assign:d to each wire team. HNany of the
Signal units used guerillas to great advanitage. Those with the Hth would
always precede their teams into danger apois.

On 8 Februasry, & team was ordered to atring wires to a proposed Division
CP at Bongabon. YWhen they reached there, the Technical Sergount in charge
phoned back to the Division Signal Cfficer =2t Bicos to inguirc where the
Infantry wass

"Isn't the Infantry therct" tho DS0 asked.

®Hcll, no, sir, they haven't rcached here yst, We're the first Aucricans
in and thc tovnspeople are preparing & feast for us."

"Then vhy did you go on, if the Infantry wasn't thero?*

Fell sir, the c':mly orders wmorc to string the wire to Songabone Nething
was said about the Infantry."

During the fighting in Manila, a Signal depot was osteblished in & rail-
road station at Malinta along thoe main highway, isolated Tfrom combat troops.
Large partics of Japs, fleeing Menila, Werc continually infillrating along
the road. The depot personnel consisted of 26 enlisted men under a warrant
officer junior grade. They reinforccd themselves with four guerilles and
oiled up their Thoapson sub-mashine suns and earbings. Usumlly, Filipincs
who spottod the Japanese would run in with the first warnings of the enemy's
aporeachs For four days, the depot detichment wont out to mect approaching
Japs, killing 14 on 23 February, eight on 2l February, two on the 25th and two
on the 26th, 26 in a1l without a single Aueriean casuslty.

Cases of outatanding devetion to duty wers manifested in virtually every
spaeialty of the Signal Corps, Two 6th Division messcngers, both Pfes, were
dispotehed in a jeep from rcar schelon &f Hocaue to thc command post in a
monastery north of Novaliches the night of 27 Fcbruary. They carried immor-
tant orders Irom XIV Corpss. On the road they encountercd a reconnaissance
patrol that warncd thom there was a body of Japs in the viecinity of "Hot
Corncrs", & road junetion ahead cammahded by the Jap guns, @nd adviscd them
to turn bacl. Disregerding the warning, the mossengers turned out the jeep
lights and sped through, delivering the crders on time.

Then they returned over the samo route, rejoining the recon outpost in
the midet of an attack by a 20-man Japancee petrol. Theoy hopped from their
jeep and advanced to reinforee the outpost with their tommy guns chattorings

he Japs werc repulsed, leaving eight of their patrol dcad, end tho two
messengers were recommended for tho Bronze Ster by the Division ad jutont
Genoral, ; 5
- hb -
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Cne of the scverost tests of commnications facilities, especially wire,
in the whole Luzon Campaign, came in the bloody slaughter lnown as the Battle \
of thnoz. b q

The americen forces werc trying to gain the town of Munoz, firumly held
by the Japs. After preliminary sk:l!miahaa on the outokirts of the tovm, the
ency came out in a wild charwe on T Februory at 0410.

Into the chﬂrgﬂr thoy threw all they hod=---70 tanks cnd 600 men. The
amcrieans, well dug in, started firing everything that would shoot, and in
every dircetion, beeocuse the impact of the enemy spourhosd hod given it extone |
slvo disporas] among our owm forces, The Artillery, ite guns pointing ell
over the compass, loaded unfused ommunition and fired culibres up to 155 point
blanits The unfused shells vwere little more thar pointed comon balls, btut
vhen they struck a tank, &&ahruaiimm clmost total. Tiic ermcr burst into
murderous shraphncl for the occupanie, and turrcte weru flying off all over the
arets bWaoh o shoell missed or wont: ﬁhroagh a tank, it skipped harmlessly along
thie ground over the hotds of the entronched Americens. One Infantry scrgoant
accounted for tvo tanks ﬂine;la-handaﬁ by running up to than end planting gro-
nades near their gasolines

By C700, tvo hours cnd 50 mimutes later, our trocps hod destroyed 70
tanks and killed 600 H‘apﬂnaaeq

Throughout the fiarw battle, regimental CPs wore in constant eammni-
cation vith C=3. &very agency of Signal cammunication had functioncéd without
intorruption, ond wirc channcls stayed in despite tanks ocnd hoavy and light
orms fire that churned up tho entirs sconc of fluming comihilotion,

6th Division Sigraimen ficshed the firat news of the litorotion of tho
priscners of Cabanatuan. The First Regimont wes given tho mission of scour-
ing the road from Cabanstuan for ths withirewnl of the Rongers and their 510
libeoratod priscncrs of the Jopenese. It noutralized onauy oppositicn to
within eight miles of the objective, although the Rengers had oxpocted to
have to trck 20 miles beforc meeting their support.

Tho Division Signal Officer was with the furthost cdvance clements when
the Rangers and former prisoners appearcd, ths litter coses in a long couvoy
of ecrmondcorcd cerehao earts. He radioed the safe arrivel to Regimental CP,
where it vas telophoned to Division ond teletyped on.

Considering the rumber of its contoets with the enawy, Signnl Corpe
casuzltica wore romerknbly love

In the historie recapture of Corregidor, two young rodic officcrs, Tirst
licutcnants of the 592nd Joint Assault Signal Compeny, ployed cn intogrel
perts They mode the first parachute jump of thoir lives with the 500rd Para-
chutc Infantry Rogimont on "Tho Rock®. |

Their mission wns one of their oim ereatinge as 5-2 and 5-3 of the
592nd JASCO, they goined lmuﬁiaﬂse of a plan for rotaking the islond fortross
and argned thoir commending officer into purmission to approach the 503rd
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., ataﬂvith an idoa of substitu

1y bo wxpooted to accomplish mul m‘ﬁﬁm :l:;a.imn on Gnmgi&nr.

Thoe 503rd staff was dubious of their proposal because of the risk
involved with incxporicnced jumpers for such works &s onc of thom put it,
"They thought it was just a hare-brained ldd idoa, but I pointed out to
thom thot I have & wifo and baby back in tho statos ard ccnvinced them ‘our

nlmllpmgi‘mmtﬂm Judgeront and that wo could bo of recl value to the
assaults"

The attacking foree had deatroyer Bw throughout the opcration and
the Lisutonants promised to insurc cormunications botwoen the assault forec
and the Naval support, dirceting fire to whorever it was nccdeds

myaxoppeﬁmt&nmm ‘8t 0830 of 16 Februory, under heavy fire,
anlbnﬁ:nfthmacrmhkdtotha;lrtmtw. although sonc veteran
parachutists wore injmﬂinthm@jm.

Thoy rotricved the two SCR-284s that hm'l ‘becn dropped for thom in scpo-
rate chutcs, carricd hom to a battorcd building that scomed suitablo for
thoir oporations, and sct up their rodics, stopping only to roscuc a pare
chutist with two troken legs, whon they lowercd fran a rooftop by ropose

Thnairliniﬂnnmiﬂcrmthnﬁl:ianminjumﬁintha jm:mnnd the
Signal officers took over the work of directing air support, tooe

They kept thoe 2648 operating 24 hours a day through cvery condition of
bombardriont, light oms fire end the $remcndous explosions of arscnals sot
off by sulcidnl Japse 4t night thoy could usc no lights, but thoy maintained
radio contact oven during the ficrocst banzai attack on tho comrand post
shere thoy wero situated, obtaining star cluster shclls from o destroyer to
illuminate the secono for thu american dofondcrse

Both of them remhined mmﬁﬁﬂ until near tho ond of their mission whon.
8 can of ration chocsc that ono vas cooking cxploded in his fece frem the
hoat, noarly costing hinm his ﬂmights ﬁmmm to & mainlond hospital, ho
fully rocovorcde

'
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 PRISONEFS OF WiR ;-

The gerrison of doomed Covregidor was marched off to Japanese prison
camps with the hauling down of thu American flag there on & lay 19.2,

But behind the barbed wire Mn ckades, Signalmen of that garrison carried
cn with the mission of the Corps---to get the mossage tirough, to meke & pic-
turial record for the Army.

The incidents set forth here are given not merely for the light they may
shed on the experiences of two typiesl Signal Corps priscners of war, but for
what technical interest may be contained in the escecomplishment of their un-
assigned 5ignal missions under extroordinary difficulties,

LWhen the 6th Ranger Battalion shot the lock off the gate of Cabanatuan
and awiltly exterminated the Japanese guards, there werc three officers and

several enlisted men fram the Signal Corps ma,g the Anerican prisoners they
freeiy

Thies chepter is concerned with the sctivities of two of the officers, a
major &nd & first lieutenant, sach of wham refused to leot imprisonment inter-
fere with the practice of his Signal Corps specinlty.

The ms jor was a photographic officer, the lisutenant a redio officer.
The same Chief Signal Officer who directed the re-establishment of communi-
cations when Genersl MmcArthur returned to the Philippines, had nede the 1A jor
his Executive Officer on Batsan during the fiercely fought withdrasal dewvn the
Peninsula, In thai capacity, ﬁaﬂpm*bnlr struggling to keep the mossage
ehannels open through the delaying action, the LA jor had little timo, and even
less eguipment, for photography.

Hovever, just before the fall of Corregidor, he'managed to send 1800
priceless negatives, taken on Bataan and Corregidor fran Deceuber to april
1942, cut through the Jepanese lincs with an American .ir Corps pilots. They
wore addressed to the Chief Signal Officer of Genorsl lacArthur's staff in
lislbourne, asustralia, but they nevir reachod thoir destination. The fate of
these negitives was one of the first guestions the Officer wsked his CSigd
when they met eftcr his Iiberation. No frace of than hes boon found, 4
haniful of the Bataan and ﬂur:ngiﬁur ;iicmraﬁ ke retained. lie hid them

successfully throughout his imprisonment end brought them out with him when
he was freod.

Before tho Chlicl Bignal Officer J.att the Philippines in 1S42, ho orderod
his Zxccutive back to Corrcgidor fram Bataan.

"That ordor seved ny life," said the Hajor, who h2d boen on the retired
list before the war. "I doubt if I would have survived the Desth lereh of
the prisonors of Bataan."

Thc Rodio Officcy rocoived his commission tvo hours beforc the surrcapder
of Corrcgidor. A former ham oporetor in the United States (hie esll sign was
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V1DXZ)s and e redio teehniecian in m before tha wapr, he went tc Corregidor
during the Japanese invasion to offer his sorvices to the irmy. His commiss-

ion was helé up because the Medieal Officers on Tho Rock were so busy treating
the wounded they couldn't give him the required physieal examination.

Suty 28 & civilisn, he set up the onec-kilowatt RCL voice statien on
Corregidor that becems the famous Voice of Freedam.

Woon word of the impepding surronder ecirculated around The Rock, he re-
doubled his efforts to obtain tho camission, "beceuse none of us could find
out thc status of eivilian prisoners even under the rules of civilized war-
fare, let alone under the Japanese."

He finelly obtained an authorized gignaturc to & meesege to the Var
Department ziving him o commisaion &a & first licutenant, but he was told
it vas usscless, that no such traffic could get tlrough on the redic. IHe
knew better. The "roger® from Honolulu on that tessagoe socunded in phones
¢lamped to his own heade It was one of the last messages sont.

Thﬂ la jor carried two msctte bags with him when he surrcndorods In
one of them wea a 2] x 2% Ciro-flex camora, & Vollensek product designod
like the Rolleiflex, 8ix rolls of size 120 film, and the Batean and Corregi-
dor picturcs he had retained.

The camera wos smggled into ;u:rim by vhat the liojor doscribod as "an
enlarged version of the old ghell zams,.”

tifter the Japs had insper.taﬂ my first musctte beg," he explained, "I
switeched them and guve them beck the samc one thoy hed elroudy insnoctod
instead of the one with the camere.”

By the workings of an ocxccllent priscn grepevine, the il jor alvays had
ample varning of the Japs' showdewn imspections, and would put the camera
and £ilm in 2 tin can to bury with his other valushles. He oven hid his
gold-riimed glasm, because thc Japs would takc any kind of jewclry or
proecious metale 4 friend of his wes instructcd, in cmso of o surprise
ingpection during the dey, to throw the eamcre into tho windor of tho prison
library, vhore the lajor wes cmployed, so that no one clse would be blamed
for its posscsciohs

The film hed @ 1942 oxpiretion date £nd tho Officer foared that in the
tropicel eliratc of the prison it would deterioratc hopolessly unlcss pro-
cossed ms soon as poesible. S0 he arrenged to sncak into tho X-roy labore-
tory of thc prison hospital at night wherc ho doveloped cach roll as it was
cxposed. He vas nover able to obtain psper to make prints.

livst of tho picturcs fllustrated the routing of prison lifc tmong tho
Aucricons. The lirjor had only one elose cell with the camerd. "'h..t: was
when he wos taldng pleturcs of tho pziaunars" 1943 Christmes scrvices.

=80

e S o N a4 e



dncther priscner whispered to him;
"Don't look now, but you have a colleazue.® i

Almost alongside nim stood an official Jepanese Amy photographer
taldng p ictures of the sauwe servicés. Fortunately, the Jap was so engrossed
in his finder that he didn't notice his American competitor. '

During his imprisonment, the Major took all tut the last two pictures
of his last roll of film. These he saved against the possibility of deliver=
ance, although when it came he never got to use them.

The Lisutenant with the last minute commission brought the prisoners
of Cabanatuan messages on the stealy progress of General lachrthur back to
the Philippines and on the American version of the war throughout the warld.
The Anerieans in thaet prison knew mar e about the true state of the var than
their captors. When our forces invaded the FPhilippines, they knew it first,
and when the landing was made on Luzon they knew that, too, and were kept
abreast of the swifi advance on lanila that heralded their libecetion.

It vas sccomplished by & one~tube regeneretive radio recelver set,
ingeniously btuilt into a GI conteen, a masterpelce of lerceny and improvisa-
tion made entirely from stolen mrtas end sorap.

Heither the desipgn nor original construction of this set was accorplish-
ed in Cabanatusn. It was brought into the prison by a first licutenant of the
Corps of Engineers, who waes transfurred to Cabanatuan after he had built it
in another prison. It wasn't working at the time becauss its tube was burnt
cutyand the Engincer Licutesnant was trensferred out again shortly aftervard,
but ho left the set with the Signal Officer.

It vas uilt into & canteen from whieh the side had beoon cut avay so
that it could be refitted vheon the set was not in usce To operete, however,
the side had to he romoved becauss the tube, in its sooket, projected &baove
the edges of tho cantecn. 4 compartment was built into the lower portiom of
tho set to acconmodate tho tube when out of opocretion. Thus, umised, the
closed cantcen could be tucked beck in its holder, which conccaled the re—
movable side, Only the emrphones had to be secrctod separatoly.

The sot, in the canteen cover, vas kopt in plain viow hanging on the
Licutcnant's cartridge belt besido his bed. Inspeeting Japancsc officors
locked right at it many timea, and although the Amcrican held his broata
ecch time, they never became suspicious.

Tho anterna vas & rope clothos 1ine with o Munber 22 wire woven into its

lio rcplacemont was aveilable enywhore in the camp for tho turned-out
tube, & 12-5i-7, But an American sailor who had & prison job in one of tho
Jap shops was able to steal a 6°J-7 tubs, The Signal Carps Officer revired |
tiio ontire sct to accommodate it, using & cauterizing iron from the prison
hospital for solderings
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To his on amezement, tiue set worked immediately, bringing in Saigon,
Tolio, Australia, KOET and KGEXl at San Frenciseo, and, later, the nev Voice
of Freedan from Leyte. Roception was audible with the phones held six inches
from the ears, KGiK cAmein strongest, &nd since the set had to be tuned with
& screv driver, it vas fixed on FGEX, a hane mode band spread condenscr
being used for finer tuning.

Thc radio vas coperated in the prison hogpital. " power to light the
Tilement vwas dreawn from the storesge battories ardinarily used for the sur-
gery light. "B" pover was-cbtained from additional batteries kept in the
hospital, though the voltage was far below ordinary requirements. Heception
was obteined cn six volts of "A" power and 20 volts of "B" povcr.

Fowr meon vere reguired for safe operction of the set, if its oporatiaon
could be called safc at any time, Cne was B Quartcrmester seccond licutenm ®
who agsisted the Signal officor in recomstructing it and in roception. The
othepr tio viere used as guards.

ivery night after 1800, they would sneak into the hospital and sot it
up. The roam in which they cpsmated vas right clongside the prison wall and
they could seoc the guards passing back and forth through a window, ulthough
no one outaide could see into the dark interjor. They lashed & bluclkout
phade to tho surgery light in such o way that illuminaticn was piped dovn to
a tiny spot for writing vhen it grew dark,

IGEX h=d a couple of nevws programs on whieh the Bignal Corps Cfficor
Yook notes, then & ncwscast ct dictation speed whieh he took vorbotim.

One of the American radio guards was postod outside tho building, ane-
other inside the door. The elrm preoeedure vas well rehearsed. If &8 Joptnese
opproached, the outside min would make & remark, any romorks The mon at the
duor vould then lknock & pan off o toble. That was the signcl to dismontle.
Tho tuo licutentnts practiced until, br making each movoment cownt, thoy
could il out tho carphones plug, hide the phones in a pile of lincn, toks

ke tube ocut of the sockot and fuck it into ite compartment, close the
cantgen end put it in ite case and arrange the antonna back as o cloties
lins, within threc minutos. They lmew that vias too much time, but it was
the Beat they could dos

Bocmse thoy would heve to be able to account for their presence in the
Lhospital, theoy left tho light on md they always braght books along so that
thioy could say thoy hod comc thore to read if the Nips entcreds Thot vos a
punigiable offensc, of course, but nothing comparcd to what the penalty would
heve been for tleir roal offenscs

"Tho alarm was only sounded twice," the Signoel Corps Lisutenant rocallods
"But cach time that pan hit the floor it soundcd like the crash of doom to
u8. e broko intoc a suedt o5 moon =28 we hetrd it and ve sveat more 88 WO
fusbled 4 th tho sot. But on neitier occasion did the Jeps cctually come in."



4% first, the zleimings of the 1ittle radio were circulated by word of
mouth. But vhen american plancs begen bombing Japsncse installations around
the prison, late in 1%y, =ll the priscners grev bolder. They kmew ahout
Leyte., They were sure Luzon euld be inveded soon, IMachrthuor had as much as
said o,

One day sn fAmcrican plans svooped low and dropped 8 nocte into the prisons
The Jopanssc got it. &b Amoriem Modieal Corps major bed the norve to bland-
1y oslk the Japs if he could be of eny service in tremslating it for them,
bt iE didn't eyl

After that, hovever, the prisoners delegated the Signal Corps Mojor
to rig up & pamel signal to the planes.

They selectef o8 & ponel ground 2 spot inside the prison thot the Jops
seldox visiteds MNot knoiing the panel codes, the Major simply mode 8 red

éross ocut of bedsheets and shests of stolen Jopanese red paper, and & T.S.
cut of bedabeets alohc.

en 7 Januery, 1G4L5, new Japznese guards took over the prison. They were
more lax than their predecessora, and the Signol Corva Lisutenant decided to
publish a npevwspAper on informaticon lesrned from his telking contecn. It was
typed op lares sheets of stolen Jap poper with o distributicn of throo eopies
dnd 8 eirculation of sbeut H00, represcroting virtuolly ovory prisoncr in the
compe Tvo pieces of cArbon were reguired for eich oxire copy on tho over-
slzecd shocta, ;

Ohe copy vont to the Ameriecan commarding officor of tho prisoncrs, onec
wog given to & Choplein or soocone mfdang bespitnl rounds, so it could bo
rgod %o coceh natient, And the third wias peeted behind &8 loosc board in the
woll of the library whiech was ™im by the Signal Corps Idajor. On the revorsc
side of the board was an officizl notiee that everybody conld appear to have
been veoding if the Jops come in &nd the board had o be furned back into
plﬂce-

The content ran about 1,000 Words deily and the papor was called THE
OIBNICIE, guan being & Togolog word for almost anything, the nearest fnglish
equivalent of whieh 1lg "thingams jig."”

Thirtieth Jamuary, 1945, mas mueh like thy other day in the menefonous
routinc of the priscne It wasn't until after sunset that it becane the
groatest day in the 1lifo of overy prisdrner in Cabapstuan, INone of them have
anything but a vague series of impressi ons of the cvents that followed so
rapidly, onc yponancther, from 1700 on.

One minmute it was guiot and the nextminute thore was riflc and uachine
gun fire, It scunded like & battle samehwierc cutside the priscn. It seomed
close, too. Then guna wero going off everywhere, inside and cut. Somebedy
yelled, "Iun for the zitel”

Soveoral prisonors bolted for the nearcst ones Therc were Japs thores
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Sorcbody olse yolled, "No, no, this gate down herci!
Most of thom just stood, gaping, not knowing what to do.

Thon thore wore strange soldicrs in bucket-liko helrmots——-not the flat
tin hats of tho Americans they had knowne--running omong thome They were
chouting, "Coic onl Get outl Run for the gatol Ve're amcricansl  Run,
for Curist's sako, wo're Hero %o rescuc youl®

Scveral still stood theroy geping, irmobilizod. They werc pushod and
pulled into aetions Onc prisoner wos yanked of £ the toilcte.

The Signal Corps Major grobbod his musctte bag with his £ilm ard
pieturcs, and ran out the gatcs Ho didn't stop for the hidden eamcro. The
Licutonant abandoncd his unnccdod rodio sot ind joinod the now swift poving
Liobe

Behind then, as they moved along the Luzon reondsy wore 523 dood Jops
and 12 wrociicd onory fanks, The tonks ond most of tho cnomy hod buen wiped
out when they catw to reinforec tho prison gorrisons Thoro worc also 27
deod dmoricans ond guerillas, Trenti-Iive mhles abead of thom wore tho
Japaneso lincg~---thoy tore that dicp in cnoy tcrritory—--ond no onc knew at
what norent cnony minforooronts might strile againe Tho roid hed boen oado
by 121 picked ron of the 6th Rungor Bettolion ond 286 gucrillose

Rot counting our losacs, thero vwere 510 more now with tho liborated
priscncrss The whole body vios moving ot a forced roreh to got back to our
lineg, Thosc too 11l fc walk woroc put into wnl ting cdreboo carts.

In the dark ehead of him, the Hajor hcard a profusion of profonity that
ho eouldn'$ holp odmiring for ifts wvaricty end tiroluss flowe It was coming
froa a very snall soldicr, lugging a motion picturc comorae and bowailing tho
foet that it vas too dark for picturcs.s

It wasn!'t until thcn that he reslised ha, too, had never gotton to uso
the two oxposurcs he had so cercfully hoorded opgainst the great nomonte

Ho introduced hirsclf to thic soldicr who turmcd out to be a T/l of
Signal Corps Photographic Scrvico, Fhoto Combat Unit F. The soldicr brought
up 2is Unit offiecer as thoy waled along and the Major indulged. himsclf the
reat of tho journcy in motion picturc talk with scocono vho spoko the samo
language, Tor the Tirst tire in throo ycars.

Vhey they had gono oight miles, ovoryons wms rolioved to find the point
of the 6tk Division that hed penotrated the Jap lines to proteet thome The
Rengers'kod copooted to be on their orn for 20 miiles. The prisoncrs worc
pilcd inte trucks to be sped to safotye

Thoy had gone leoas then a nile wicn their convoy was stopped. 4pprehon-
sive guestions worc on ovorybody's lipse Then somwone up front passcd back
the word, "Its o couplo of gonorals eomo out here in a joopl® Sonconc
eried tc tho linjor, "Hoy, it's your old ecrmwendling gencrol, the Signal
0fficor. Go on over and say bhello to hin.*

- 5h -



'

Be couldn't control hirself., e held

The M2 jor, overmong :
bacl until his am&&m._whﬂ&. m.-
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There, on the ruaﬁ, “the Ghiﬂﬂﬁim Officer ond the Exocutive Officer Lz
who hed hanéled the pj:tiruny eraisten Lq:mninatim for him on Batoaon, ‘i?
met again for the Tirat $dme since they parted in one of the darkest hours 3
:L:Lm&m Americon history. |

‘Eﬁ.th the Chief Signal Officer wes f-ha Chicf of Staff of United States
Aroy Forces in the Far inete They were s deep in cnery territory, but
tho CSigd and his former Executive just therc for a menent, pounding
each other on the back and nﬂtmw. while tears mocked the Majer's
afforts to hold shem mﬂkt

4 scarch of Cabonatuan, when it came into Ansriesn possession, disclosed
that t‘}m home nede redic énd the m. with virtually cverytting else of .
velue in the prison, hed been carted away by looters.

In i2nila, the Signal I.hq‘tmnﬁ sayw M.B wife again for the Tirst tine
in 38 months. Sho had boon interned at Santo Tomms, and he lnew whers to
look for her because they had ‘hm'tn apordadie cammmrication througl en
undcrground courier sorvics, the carrying out of which hod cost the lives of
several Filipines during the ocoupation.

] Together, they roturred to tho United Stotess =1

‘.'l'he Ho jor was cne of the fwmwﬁnm to rencin. He vas
provoted to Licutenont Colonsl and mﬁﬁmﬁr Thotograohic O0fficer. |




mm:tm tu;porhuternd:m& recsoiver povering
2 to 20 megacyoles,

Anphibious landing oreft, full tracked for
personnel, sarge And rockets,

Hadio teletype tenzinal eguipment for use with
Ali/FRR-3 as redio teletype receiving station.

Diveraity receiver with frequency coversge of
2.l to 23 megacycles for radio teletype.

Radio link, four-channel system consisting of
one Vi transmitter and one VHF receiver 25 2
terminal station.

Radio link, four-ghennel system, consisting of
two VHIF transmitters and two VAF receivers used
‘a8 relay station.

Australian-built 500-watt transmitter for CVW at
2 to 20 megacycles, uzing AC pover,

Fhilippine village.

& 1,000 watt CW and Radio-teletype tranamitter
with a frequency range of 4 to 2.5 megacyeles,
requiring 220 volts three-phase 60 cycle power.

Superheterodyns communications receiver covering
1.5 to 18 megacycles, reguiring a power supply
of 110 volts AC.

LoO-watt trEnsmitter eovering ran:ga of 2 to 18
megacycles., An Army adaptation of the Halli-
crafter HT-4, it will transmit CV, voice or
mﬂiﬁat_ai CW.

Hammariund Superpro superhetsrodymne recelver
covering D.1 to 0.4 and 2,5 to 20 megecycles,
usins either AC of DC sources.

Field switchboard with 6 drops or circuits.
Field switehboard with 12 drope or eircuits.

Portable switchboard with two loesl bettery
circuits and J telering circuits,
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BOGIS

CLiSS IV SUFELY

CLER TEXT
CP
Cq

cw
DOUBLE DCQUBLLT

DIVIRSITY DOUBLL DOUBLET

DOUBLE TRJSFOSITION

S0
DU

DUPLEX

Ln-8

EE-89

EE-101

VWiheels that support and propel treads on a
trucked vehicle,

sntematic high speed CW as high as 500 vords
per minute using perforated tape.

Part of carrier system enabling four woico
channels to be earricd on one cirenit,

Part of carrier system enabling four teletype
circuits to be carried on one voice channel.

Supplies consumed at uniform ratc and coring
under T/0 & E, Tablec of Basic 4illotances or
TE-21, uniform allovances.

Theatre rcserve supplies issued for a specific
mission.

Flain language not cryptographed.
Cormand post.

Obsolete radio procedure sigral for calling any
station listening.

Contimicus wave or code radio telegraph.

« two-wire recciving antonnc used to cover wide
range of operating frequeney and diminish fading.

Two doublet antennas separated by cbout 1,000
yards, connected to two roceivers.

o nop-mechanical cipher systons
Division Signal Officer
Jdophibions two=-and-a-half ton truck.

Trensmission on one radio froguency znd reception
oL enother to eonfuse cnomy intercept.

Fiold tclcophone,., Followed by 4, it has leather »
eaggy Followed by B, it has canvas caso.

Telophone repozter to arplify sound on a long wirgs
Porteble fiecld toletype printor.
Ringer equipnont for usc with CF-1 carricr bay.
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FIVE-PATR RUSBBIR CLELE

FOX BRO.DCASTS

FR-LT

Ga

GCINEOMETRICS

GUARD

HO-17

INTERCEPT

JACK

JASCO

K-43 THUCK

Ic1
Lem
oy

1Ccve

Lar

Vel CPERATION

M-29-C

M-l
HEI-3

4 cable containing 10 copper wires in pairs,
insulated by rubber.

Radio mossages to vwhich no acknovledgomonts are
%0 bo mado.

Namc of press tronsmission ship uscd by Signal
Corpa, Southwest Pacific Jrca. Initials stond for
*Freight Passcnger.” '

Obsolote radio procedurc signal for GO JHE.D.

Tho practice of loeoting rodio stoticns by direec-
tion finding and rosecction,

To monitor a freguency, copying all transmissions,

Vood and canvas shelter, usually used to house
SCR-399 on a two-and-a-half-ton truck,

Monitoring friemdly or enemy brosdeasts for
intelligence purposes.

Switchboard terminal in which line plug is inserted.

Joint Asssult Signal Company.

One-and-a-half-ton Signal Corps designed pole line
construction truck.

Ianding Craft Infantry.

landing Craft Mechanized.

Landing Craft Vehicles.

landing Craf t, Vehioles, Persomnnel.
Landing Ship Tanks.

Designation given the Lingayen landings.

4 full tracked.balf-ton cargo carrier, used over
swanps and gquieyr waters.

Obsolete Army mechanical cipher device.

A Netherlands East Indies field radio set with 30
watt output and bieyele-type generator.

Two opr more stations in communication with each
other.
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-E. A.

Fa-5

FCE(R)

FE-75

Fi-B5

Fa~95

FRIC EDENCE DISIGHATIONS
FT' BOATS

{, SIGNALS

HEG

RCA

REGEERATIVE RECEIVER

HE0LBIC

He I

SCOCTIR

SCR-188

An open oireuit caused by broken wirec.
Fhilippine Army.

Fublic address systam with record player, 30-watt
audio freouency amplifier, two directional speakers
and twe mierophones, operating from either six
volts DC or 110 volts AC.

Small warship.
Escort (Rescue).

Initials stand for Patrol Craft

Two-and-one-half -kilowatt gasoline generator.
50-kilowatt diesel generator.

4 Tive or 10-kilowatt' gasoline generator,
Priority order of handling messages.

Patrol Torpedo Boata,

Brevity code in present Combined Communications
Beard Frocedure.

Havy commnicetic:s receiver for ship to shore,
with a frequency range of 0.6 to 30 megncycles,

Havy pert unit receiver with a lovw frecuency range
of 0.1 to 0.6 and high frequency of 0.6 to 30

megacycles.
Hedio Corporation of America,.

4 radio frequency amplifier and detector in which
part of the rectified rasdio frequency energy is
fed back into the input giving higher gain.

4 large uni-directionsl or bi-directional fixed
etation antenna. It covers approximately eight
acres and gives longer range transmission by high
gain and strengthened sky vave.

Radio Intelligence.

A mmall two-vheeled vehicle designed for air-trarns-
port for ground messenger Usc.

Avplitude modulated field radic set for both CW

and voice transmission &t 75 watts output with a
frequency range for the transnitter of 1.5 to 12.5
megacyeles and the receiver of 0.4 to 13 megacycles,
povered by storage batteries and vibrator packs
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SCR-193

SCh-206

SCR-284

SCR-2848

SCR-300

SCR-397

SCR-499

SCR-610

S=DaY
SICABRL

SIGTCT

STHPLEC

o i=-BY¥=-5TX

Vehicular, amplitude modulated, 75 watt, CVW and
voice radio set with transmitting frequenocy of 1.5
to 4.5 megacycles and receiving range of 1.5 to 18
megacycles,

4 direction finding receiver with selif-contained
battery povier supply and directional receiving
antenna with a range of Q.4 to 20 megacycles.

Anplitude modulated field radio set for both CW
and woice transmission at 20 watts ocutput in a
frequency range of 3.8 to 5.8 megucyeles, powered
by a hand-eranked generstor.

Amnplitude modulated field radioc set for either CW
or voice transmission, with four watts power out-
pat 2t a transmitting frequency ranges of 5.5 to
6.3 megacycles and recciving ranse of 2.3 to 6.5
megacycles, povered by & hand generator,.

ialkie-talkie, frequency modulated transceiver with
a freguency range of 4O to )8 megacycles and oute-
put of one-half watt, povered by self-contained

dry cells.

Mobile, 4O0-watt radio set mounted in HO-17 on two
and one-half ton truck. Voice and CW transmission
2 to 1B megecycles with a receiver range of 1.5 to
18 megscycles. Reguired power supplics are 110
volts AC and 12 volts DC.

Hobile, }00=watt radio set mounted in a half track.
Voice and CW ftransmission 2 to 18 megacycles.
Required pover supplies ars 110 volts 4AC and 12
volta DCe

Small portable or wvehicular freguency modulated
voice radio set rith frequoncy range of 27 to 38.9
megueycles, output of tH0 watts, using either dry
cell pack or vehicle battory and vibrator packs
Landing date, or D-Day for Lingayen operation.
IEnciphering machinc.

Telotype comfercnce set, somctimes callod privacy-
equipment.

Tranamission and reccption on same radic freguencye.

Six-wheeled army vechiele with driving pover in all
8ix wheels.
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6-1-7

a0I

SPIRAL~FOUR

SPIRAL-FOUR SYSTEM

SSTR-1

SUPERFRO

STPA

TEW

TCK

TC-4

TC-10

10-PAIR RUBBER CARLE

25=-PATR CARLE

=- A triple grid detector and amplifier radio tube

normally employed as a radio frequency, inter-
mediate frequency amplifier or first detector.

Signal Operations Instructions.

Four copper stranded wires encased in rubber and
shielded.

Carrier bays allowing three voice and four teletype
circuita to be transmitted on one circuit, complete
with eable and accessories.

Three-watt portsble radio transceiver with a top
frequency of seven megacycles, contained in suit-
case and designed for espionage work,

Portable radic transceiver with transmitter fre-
guency top of 1,000 kilooycles, used to relay
messages Trom S5TR-l. FPowered by pover pack or
110-volt, 40O-watt gensrator with four-cycle, single
¢ylinder gasoline engine.

Superheterodyne receiver designed by Hammarlunde
Southvest Pacific Area.

Nevy semi-portable 125-watt CV and voice transmitter
with freguency range of 0.3 to 2 and 3 to 18 mega-
cycles.

Navy LOO-wvatt C¥ ship-to-shore transmitter with
frequency range of 2 to 18 msgacycles.

Navy lj0-watt CW =eami-portsble ship-to-shore and
vehicular transmi tter with freguency range of 0.3
tc 0.6 and 2 to 18 megacyoles,

Transportable cemtral office telcphone exchange used
for Corps and Army, with either two or three posie
tions.

Ficld telecphone =witehboserd, loeal battery with 40
circuits, and fowr trunk cirouits.

Tele phone Centrall Office eguipment with three to
six positions for large heedquarters,

20 stropds of corpper wire in peirs, insulated by
rubbor.

50 coppor wires iin pairs, insulated by rubber and
enclosed in a leaxd jacket.
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THHREE MINUS - Broadcast intelligibility rating of foirly good.

T/0 & E - Table of Organization and Equipment.

TP-b - Decsk phonc, hondsct typos L

TRANGCEIVER ~ Tranamittor and recciver combinced in samo caso
and using common radio circultse

TRICK CHIEF = Head of a shift,

12507 - 4 remote cut-off, high ganin, pentode rudio tube

normally employed as a radio frequeney or inter-
mediate frequency amplifier.

V ANTENNA = Dircctional half rhombic designed to inercase
signol strengths

VHE = Very High Frequency.

Vi=104 -« Open or uninsulated eopper wirc for long polc line
eonstruction,

Wi=110 - Field wire with 7 strands of steecl ond copper
insuleted by rubbcr snd covercd by compositions

Wi=130 = Light weight assault wirc with copper strunds
and rubber covering.

W-143 = Heovy lj-guoge strandecd copper wirc with twin
conductors insulated by wirc and covored by
canposition.

Z SIGHALS = QObsolote brovity code.





